'After Conversion - Getting Started Right!" Lesson 1

Introduction:
1. The purpose of this course is to help Christians get off to a good start!!

a. This study is not only designed for new Christians, but also for those who have been recently restored in Jesus.

2. It is designed to fulfill the responsibility of Mt 28:20.

3. Its primary purpose is to build strong Christians who are faithful to the Lord, ACTIVE and ZEALOUS in His service. God wants no one to fall away. This study will help you to remain steadfast and build you up in the faith.

4. It is essential that you commit yourself in the very beginning to complete this course and to be prepared at each class session.

5. The lesson before us, "After Conversion", present some things you need to remember, and some things God wants you to do. This lesson will help prepare you for the rest of the study.

A. When I became a Christian God saved me from past sins.
1. You were cleansed when you obeyed the Gospel. (Rom 10:17; Heb 11:6; Acts 2:38, 17:30; Mt 10:32; Mk 16:16)

2. We enjoy the remission of sins that are past. (Rom 3:25) 

B. God wants us all to be saved eternally. (2 Tim 2:10; 1 Tim 4:16; Rev 2:10) 

1. To be saved eternally, there are some things to remember:

a. You are a new creature. (2 Cor 5:17; Rom 6:4)

(1) Because of this you should have respect for yourself, treating your body and mind with proper caution and care. (1 Cor 6:19-20)

b. You are a babe in Christ. Your thoughts and actions will sometimes reflect this. (1 Pet 2:2; 1 Cor 3:1-2)

c. You are in a critical period. The devil desires to see you fall. Don't over estimate your spiritual strength. (Mt4:l-ll; 1 Cor 10:11-13)

d. Recognize the possibility of falling. You have help to keep you from falling. (Acts 8:17-24; Jn 8:31; I Jn2:l-2)

e. You are a representative. Your family, friends and the world all know you are a Christian. They will be watching you. Observing if you are what you profess to be, a Christian!! (2 Cor 3:2; 1 Tim 4:12)
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f. Jesus is your example. God does not leave you adrift without direction for living a godly life. Jesus is who we follow, not men. Remember, men are only servants. (Heb 12:1-2; 1 Pet 2:21; 1 Cor 3:1-7)

C. To be saved eternally, there are some things God want me to do:
1. Love Him FIRST!! God wants you to continue in the same love you first showed in obedience to Him through the Glorious Gospel!! (Mt 22:37, 10:37, 1 Jn 2:5)

2. Study His Word. The same study that led to learning the truth, will also lead to spiritual maturity. (2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:11; 1 Pet 3:15)

3. Pray to Him for help. God does not leave you on your own. Put you total dependence upon Him, for He cares for YOU!! (Heb 4:16, Phil 4:6-7; 1 Thes 5:17; 1 Pet 5:7)

4. Worship Him faithfully. Attendance is never a problem to one who desires to worship and serve the Lord. (Jn 4:24; Acts 2:42; Heb 10:24-31)

5. Give to Him. First, make sure you have given yourself. Show love and devotion to God's Cause. (2 Cor 8:5; 1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 9:6-7)

6. Help save others. Others need the same blessings you have (Jn 15:1-8; 1 Tim 2:3-4; Mk 16:15-16; 2 Tim 2:2)

Conclusion:
**What happens to you after conversion is just as important as what happened before conversion.

**Apply each of these principles DAILY!

**Enlist the help of other Christians with special problems you may have.

**God wants you to succeed! He wants you to grow into a mature, faithful Christian!

**Read 2 Pet 1:5-11. Set these as your goals from the beginning, resolve to finish the race as a faithful Christian!!

Notes or Questions:
"My Future as a Christian" Lesson 2

Introduction:
1. Now that I am a Christian, my life and my future are more important than ever before. I need to give special consideration to what I am going to do with the rest of my life.

2. Jesus taught that a man must plan his life and consider the consequences before he acts. Just like the builder, I must give serious thought to what I am doing before I begin. I want to be a successful, fruitful unfaithful servant of God. (Lk 14:27-33)

3. To achieve these goals, I must give consideration to the following areas:

A. I must resolve right now to be a Christian for Life.
1. I can't please God any other way. Jesus taught I must keep the word with patient faithfulness. (Lk 8:11-15)

2. Scriptures that will help me to recognize that fact: Rev 2:10; 2 Tim 4:6-8; Heb 10:35-39; 1 Pet 1:3-6

3. These Scriptures emphasize the great blessings which are to come to the faithful. All of these great blessings are mine at the end IF I remain faithful unto Him!! All the more reason to determine to be a faithful Christian for life!

B. Family Considerations:
1. What kind of a person will I marry? (to the unmarried). What are the benefits of marrying a Christian? Should I marry an unbeliever? The person I marry will have more bearing on my personal happiness than anyone or anything else in the rest of my life.

2. What about the rearing of the children? I must plan to rear them properly. I must consider their spiritual welfare in all the decisions I make. (Prov 22:6; Eph 6:4)

3. What about moving (due to job, personal considerations, etc)? Should I move my family into an area where there is no congregation of the Lord's people? What could be the consequences of moving where there is no church? Consider the difficulties that will be encountered.

4. When I go on my vacation, will I plan it where I can be with the saints on the Lord's day? Can I take a vacation from the Lord? What should I do?

C. What kind of decisions will I make in regard to developing my talents and my personal growth in service to God?
1. A Christian never arrives at a point where there is no more room for growth and challenge. A Christian's life is a life of continual striving for higher goals. (Phil 3:13-14)
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2. I need to set goals for my personal growth. I need to grow both in knowledge and spiritual strength. Where do I plan to be on the " Spiritual Maturity Ladder" in one year, five years? I need to resolve myself to study each and every day! (2 Pet 3:18)

3. I should set goals for developing my talents. If I really want to be of service to God, I must begin NOW to equip myself with the qualifications necessary to succeed.

a. Area of service: Elder, deacon, preacher, teacher, personal worker, elder's wife, deacon's wife, helper to the sick, song leader, etc.

b. It is good to decide at an early age (in the faith) what you would like to accomplish. One reason for the lack of elders, deacons, preachers, etc is because young men never made the decision while they were young to work towards qualifying themselves in this endeavor.

c. There are many 50 year old men in the church who were converted 30 years ago, but are not qualified to be elders because they were not thinking and planning ahead. They did not set goals for growth and service.

Conclusion:
**Each and every one of us should consider our future as a Christian. We should honestly evaluate ourselves as to what talents and abilities I have and how I can develop them to the fullest extent for the service of God.

**Remember, God doesn't expect more from us than we're capable of delivering!! But, He does require -we put our talents to work as good servants! (Luke 17:10)

Notes and Questions:
"The Church, Christ's Body" 

Lesson 3
Introduction:
1. The purpose of the lesson before us is to learn something of the origin and nature of the church as it is revealed in the New Testament.

2. We hear the term "church" used in a variety of senses today. Some use it to refer to a building, some to a man-made organization and some to a "religious social club"

3. We want to restrict ourselves to the use of the word as found in the New Testament. 

A. The New Testament church is a body of people who belong to the Lord.
1. The meaning of the word "church" comes from the Greek word "ecclesia". The literal meaning is "to call out". This is the word used by NT writers. The word as used by Jesus and the apostles describes a "called out body of people".

2. It is the body to which the saved are added. (Acts 2:47)

3. Christ is the Head of this body. The terms "body" and "church" are used interchangeably. (Eph 1:22-23; Col 1:18)

4. We must conclude: The church is not a building, but a body of people who are called out of the world by Christ.

B. The word "church" has two usages in the New Testament.
1. Refers to the called out in a "local" sense. (1 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:1-2). Romans 16:16 and 2 Corinthians 8:23-24 speaks of local congregations.

2. The second use is those who are the called out in a "universal" sense. All members of the church the world over. (Mt 16:18; Eph 5:23-25)

C. Being "called out" is a divine calling by Jesus. (1 Pet 5:10)
1. Called into the fellowship and peace of the one body. (1 Cor 1:9; Col 3:15)

2. As a result of our calling, we have a new relationship. We now belong to God. The price paid? We are bought and paid for by Jesus, thus, I belong to Him! (Rom 9:25; 1 Jn 3:1; 1 Cor 6:19-20;

3. Acts 20:28; 1 Pet 1:18-19)

D. Ownership of the body is in Christ. This is why the church is called the "body of Christ". (1 Cor 12:27)
1. Jesus said He would "build My church". What is so significant about this is that "My" denotes ownership. The church didn't originate with man, but through the precious blood of Jesus. Thus, the church belongs only to Jesus, not to any man! (Mt 16:18)

E. It is the body of the saved. There is ONE body and ONE Savior! Entrance into that body is by BAPTISM! (Eph 5:23; 4:4-5; 1 Cor 12:13)
F. The Bible uses another term to describe God's people: The kingdom (Col 1:13)
1. The church and kingdom are used interchangeably. (Mt 16:18-19)

2. The kingdom was foretold in OT prophecy. (Dan 2:44; Mk 9:1) a. Christ is the king to the kingdom, just as He is the Head to the church. (Jn 18:36)

b. Just as the King and the Head are the same Person, the kingdom and the church are the same body of people.

3. If the kingdom and the church are the same, we must conclude the rules of admission are the same. Water and Spirit parallels. (Jn 3:3-5; 1 Cor 12:13; Mt 7:21)

G. The New Testament uses another term to describe Christ's body:
1. The Household of God. (Eph 2:19; 1 Tim 3:15). God is the Father, Christ is the Son over the house (Heb3:6). Those called in God's house are sons and heirs. (Gal 4:4-7; Rom 8:15-17). There are only two kinds of children, we are one or the other. (1 Jn 3:10)

2. The terms of admission? Obviously, they are the same as for the kingdom and church.

3. Admission is by birth into God's family. A seed must be planted. The seed produces faith in Jesus Christ, which leads to the new birth. (Lk 8:11; 1 Pet 1:23; Gal 3:26-27)

4. When we are in Christ, then we are children of God.

5. All of God's children are in His family. God has only one family. Question: If the church is God's family, how many churches does He have? How many of God's children are in the church?

Conclusion:
"""There are other terms found in the New Testament that are descriptive of the church. Eph 2:19-22; Mt 20:1-16 

**We must remember, respect for Christ DEMANDS that we respect that body He purchased with His own blood.

Notes and Questions:
'The All Sufficiency of the church of CHRIST' 

Lesson 4
Introduction:
1. The title says it all! The church of CHRIST is capable of doing all that God has purposed it to do. We want to look carefully to see "what sayeth the Scriptures" regarding the church's work and its capacity to carry out God plan.

2. It is impossible to have proper respect for Christ without having proper respect for the church He established.

3. The work and mission of the church is often distorted. Its nature (a spiritual entity) is misunderstood by many claiming to be followers of Christ.

4. Let's look at the "All Sufficiency" of the church of CHRIST. 

A. The Work of the Church:
1. Preach the Gospel to all the world!! - Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16; Acts 8:4

2. Christians assembled and participated in the worship of the church. (Heb 10:24-25; Acts 20:7)

(1) Lord's supper- 1 Cor 11:23-26,           

(4) Singing - Col 3:16; Heb 2:12

(2) Collection for the saints - 1 Cor 16:1-2     
(5) Edified by preaching - Acts 2:42; Eph 4:16

(3) Prayer - Acts 2:42

3. Ministering to the needy "saints" (Christians only) - (1) The church assisted the needy Christians in their group - Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-34^(2) The church helped the widows indeed - 1 Tim 5:16, (3) Church helping other churches of CHRIST relieve their needy members - Acts 11:27-30

4. This is God's "Pattern" for the work and the worship of the church. The Bible teaches that it did accomplish all that God wanted it to do! Yes, the church of CHRIST is "All Sufficient to do just what He wants it to do, nothing more nothing less!

B. The church "described" in the book ofEphesians. (Paul's essay on the church)
1. Eight pictures of the church are presented: (1) Fullness of Christ - 1:22-23, (2) New creation of God-2:10, (3) Body of the reconciled-2:11-16, (4) Citizens in the kingdom - 2:19, (5) Household of God-2:19, (6) A holy temple - 2:19-22, (7) God's wisdom - 3:1-13, (8) Bride of Christ-5:23.

2. Each of these pictures emphasize that the church is a relationship, a fellowship of those who belong to Christ. (Acts 20:28)

3. All of these views of the church picture God's wisdom. They are the results of His planning.

4. Since God planned the church, it must be that the church is all sufficient to accomplish the purpose for which God planned it. To deny this is to impeach God's wisdom. (1 Cor 1:25; Acts 15:18; Rom 11:33). To improve on God's plan, man must be wiser than God! (Jer 10:23; 1 Cor 3:19)

C. To deny the completeness of the church is to deny the completeness of the Bible.
1. The Bible makes known ALL of God's will concerning man's redemption, nothing lacking! (2 Pet 1:3; 2 Tim 3:16-17)

2. We can know what pleases God only by what He has revealed. (1 Cor 2:10-13)

3. The church revealed by the Holy Spirit in this book must be sufficient. If not, then the book is incomplete.

D. Divine Revelation always sets forth God's Way:
1. Notice, Mt 28:20 says, "...I have commanded you" (Gal 1:11-12; 1 Cor 4:6)

2. A perfect revelation cannot set forth imperfect ways, nor can it set forth an imperfect and insufficient institution. God's way revealed in God's Word is SUFFICIENT to ACCOMPLISH GOD'S PURPOSE!
E. We must be cautious to guard the purity of the church against those who would seek to make changes in God's pattern for the church.
1. Some objections we must be ready to answer. How would you answer these statements?

"Maybe the church is sufficient, but the organization is not" 

"The church needs an earthly headquarters, so all of the congregations could be more closely

united"

"A missionary society makes it much more efficient for the church to do its work" 

"The church is not able to take care of its own benevolent responsibilities, therefore we need

another organization to accomplish this." 

"We find nothing wrong with one congregation overseeing the money and work of several

congregations, as long as all agree to it" 

"Overseers of a local congregation may establish and oversee any organization they find necessary

to do the work God gave to the church" 

"We find nothing wrong with a local congregation being involved in social and recreational

activities as long as church leaders are in charge"

Conclusion:
**God's ways are not only SUFFICIENT, they are ALWAYS BEST! (Jer 10:23; Pro 16:25; Is 55:8-9)

**When we follow God's way it indicates that we have FAITH and TRUST in Him.

**Any departure from God's way indicates UNBELIEF on our part.

Notes and Questions:
'The Organization of the Church' Lesson 5
Introduction:

1. Our goal in this lesson is to set forth a general picture of the church's organization as revealed in the New Testament. This will help to correct any misconceptions we might have.

2. This will help you to see where you fit into the organization of the local congregation and outlines your responsibilities.

3. We will see the duties of elders, deacons, preachers and teachers and the relationship of the new member to each one.

A. The need for organization is necessary in every field of endeavor:

1. No government can stand, function or carry on its work without some organization. Success in business, in the Armed Forces and schools all depend upon an efficient and well planned organization.

2. The organization of the church has been planned and executed by the wisdom of God. (Eph 3:8-10)

3. Let's look at the government of the church:

a. God - The Father is Supreme. (1 Cor 11:3; 1 Cor 15:24-27)

b. Christ - All authority is given to Him. (Mt28:18; 17:5; Eph 1:20-23)

c. Holy Spirit-Provider of all Truth. (Jn 14:26; 16:13)

d. Apostles-Ambassadors for Christ-2 Cor 5:20 Guided by HS into all truth - Jn 16:13 Taught all things by HS - Jn 14:26 Given Authority by Jesus to Bind and Loosen - Mt 18:18 The Word Spoken and Written by the Apostles is authoritative - 2 Thes 2:15

e. Elders - They have delegated authority ONLY. Their work is to/oversee the local congregation (Acts 20:17,28; 1 Pet 5:1-3; Heb 13:7,13)

(1) Terms used to described his office: Elder, presbyter - Acts 14:23; 1 Tim 4:1 Bishop, overseer - Acts 20:28; Tit 1:5-7 Pastor, shepherd - 1 Pet 5:1-4; Eph 4:11

(2) All of these terms are used to describe the same office. The various terms are used to describe the different phases of responsibility the elder has. Remember, the elder's authority is strictly on the local basis.

f. Deacons - A deacon is a special servant under the elders. His primary function would be in regard to physical things. (1 Tim 3:8-13; Phil 1:1; Acts 6:1-6) 
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g. Preacher/Evangelist/Minister - Several terms describing the work he accomplishes. He works under the eldership and has no special authority. He is not to be referred to as the "pastor" or "reverend". (Rom 10:14; 2 Tim 4:5; 1 Tim 4:6)

h. Members \ Also called "saints, disciples, child of God, brethren, Christian". All under the oversight of the elders. (Eph 4:16; 1 Cor 12:27; Heb 13:7,17)

B. Our duties to the elders and to the local congregation.
1. Our responsibility to the elders: Know and Respect them, to be in subjection, to honor and support them and to call them when needed. (1 Thes 5:12-13; Heb 13:17; 1 Tim 5:17-19; Jam 5:14)

2. Our responsibility to the congregation: Recognize my personal accountability and responsibility to build up the body where I am a member. Every member working as in a physical body and in any army causes the body of Christ to grow and prosper!! (Eph 4:16; 1 Cor 12:12-27; Eph 6:10-18)

Conclusion:
**God designed the organization of the church by HIS Wisdom, not by man's. God's pure pattern must be militantly maintained, free from corruption. We must observe and do all things according to the "Pattern"

**Things to avoid: "Pastor" system, "majority rule. Elders, deacons or preachers making laws where Christ has made none. Deacons taking authority over the elders.

Notes and Questions:
"Handling God's Word" Lesson 6
Introduction:
1. Our objective in this study is to learn principles that will help us to handle God's Word properly. (2 Tim 2:15)

2. It's impossible to overemphasize the importance of Bible study. The Word is our only means of knowing God and His Son, Jesus (Jn 20:30-31) It is our source of Light, Faith and Hope. (Ps 119:105; 130; Rom 10:17;' 15:4)

3. Not only must we know the Bible, but we must understand how to rightly use it. 

A. We need to first understand the nature of the Book itself.
1. It is a Book from God, not from the mind of man. (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:21)

2. It is given to instruct us. It is perfect and complete. (2 Tim 3:15-17)

3. It will stand forever. (Is 40:8; Mt 24:35; 1 Pet 1:25; Jn 12:48) 

B. It is divided into two Testaments, the Old and the New.
1. The Old was given to Israel to bring them to the time of Christ. (Gal 3:19-25)

2. We live under the New Covenant. (Heb 1:1-2; 10:9; Rom 6:14) 

C. Some common sense rules for Bible study:
1. Note who is speaking, God, the devil, etc. Determine to whom it is being spoken. (Ps 14:1; Gen 3:4; 6:14; Deu 5:1-3; Mk 16:15-16)

2. Study each passage in its proper setting. (Acts 16:31-34; Jn 3:3-5) Often simply reading the other Scriptures in the same context will explain the verse in question. Another example, read Acts 1:8, then go back to verse 1, read all the way through for proper understanding and application of verse 8.

3. Let the Bible speak fully and freely on every subject. Do not read one verse and stop. Example, read Jn 3; 16 concerning salvation through "Believe on Him Only". We must take ALL that God has said on the subject regarding salvation. Read Mk 16:16, Acts 2:38.

4. Use Scripture to explain Scripture. Example: "What constitutes Baptism? Is it Sprinkling? Immersion?". Let the Bible explain it, read Col 2:12; Rom 6:4 and Acts 8:38-39.

5. We must keep in mind that the Bible contains things both simple and hard. (2 Pet 3:15-18). The rule is to master the simple before attempting the difficult. An example would be to study the book of Acts (literal history) before attempting Revelations (symbolic prophecy).

6. Time and homework are necessary for a working knowledge of the Bible. We must spend TIME in study! (Heb 5:12). Learning the Bible doesn't not happen overnight! You will gain in direct proportion to the time you are willing to invest. We must READ with a purpose. Do not let the Bible just fall open to any place and read at random. (1 Tim 4; 13). A good place to begin is with Luke, then follow with the book of Acts. This will give a good understanding of the life of Jesus and the early church.

7. We must STUDY! Effort is required to understand difficult Scriptures. (2 Tim 2:15). We must SEARCH the Scriptures. DO NOT take another person's word about the Bible, FIND IT OUT FOR YOURSELF\ (Acts 17:11).

8. MEDITATE on the Word! Allow the Word of God to become a part of your life and the dominate factor in your thinking. (Ps 1:1-6; Deu 6:6-9; Col 3:16).

9. MEMORIZE important Scriptures. Memorize the location of key verses. (Deu 6:6-9; Ps 119:11).

10. APPLY what you leam! (Mt 7:24-27; Jn 12:48; 2 Cor 5:10).

D. RESPECT the PURITY of God's Word. Allow no one to pervert the Word. (Gal 1:6-9; Mt 15:9; Rev 22:18; 2 Pet 2:1; 3:16).
Conclusion:
**Start NOW! Study, mediate and apply what you've learned and you will hear in that last day, "Well done good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord!" (Mt 25:21).

Notes and Questions:
"How To Establish Scriptural Authority" Lesson 7
Introduction:
1. This lesson will help us to learn how to use the Scriptures properly so we can know what God has authorized. Many are using God's Word in an incorrect way to authorize anything they want.

2. Read 2 Timothy 2:15, notice the verse demands that we use God's Word ONLY in the way God intended. But, how do we determine what God has authorized?

A. Let us begin with God, All authority is in Him, because He is God.
1. God has given to Christ absolute authority in the church today. 

a. "All" authority, legislative, executive and judicial. (Mt 28:18; Heb 1:1-2)

b. Read Ephesians 1:21-23, notice "all things in subjection under Him", "...Him as head over all things to the church". Our conclusion, the church can act only by His authority.

c. Christ is the Monarch, we cannot go beyond His authority. (2 Jn 9-11)

2. Christ exercised His authority through the Apostles. The binding (restricting and loosing (liberty) authority was given only to them. What they were to teach was predetermined in Heaven. (Mt 16:19; 18:18)

3. Christ sent the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles to guide them without error. This insured the infallibility of their teaching. It was not their own teaching. (Jn 14:26; 16:13)

4. To respect the authority of Christ, we must respect the authority of the Apostles. The New Testament Scriptures are the product of Christ exercising His authority through the Apostles. (Jn 13:20; Un4:6; 1 Cor 14:37)

5. What about human authority? Read Matthew 15:1-14 carefully, notice what destroys a relationship with God.

B. The final product of Christ's authority: The New Testament Scriptures.
1. They are Perfect, Complete and All-sufficient. (2 Pet 1:3; 2 Tim 3:16-17)

2. We are admonished not to go beyond, rather there is one pattern for all! (2Jn9;l Cor 4:6, 16-17)

C. How do we determine what must be practiced or what must not be done? "Prove all things" (1 Thes 5:21)
1. By Command, a direct statement giving order or direction.

2. By Approved Example - by this we mean the practice of the church under the guidance of the Apostles. (1 Cor 11:1; 4:16-17; Phil 3:16-17; 4:9)
3. By Necessary Inference, that which is not expressly commanded, no example given, but is clearly implied by the language used.

a. 1
b. A case in point, Mt 3:16 states Jesus came up out of the water, however, not stated, it is necessarily inferred that Jesus went down into the water.

4. These three methods can be easily seen in authority for the Lord's Supper. 

a. Command - "This do...", given by the authority of Christ. (1 Cor 11 -.23,25)
b. Approved Example - Example of "when" the early church observed the Lord's Supper. (Acts 20:7)

c. Necessary Inference - Example of "frequency" the early church observed the Lord's Supper. (Acts 20:7; 2:42; 1 Cor 11:26). When all these Scriptures on the Lord's Supper are put together, it is necessarily inferred that the church partook each first day of the week. Notice, "Often", "Continued steadfastly" "First day". If it said "first day of the year" or the "first day of the month" everyone would understand.

D. Lets notice there are two kinds of authority" General and Specific.
1. General - Command given, but God has not specified a particular method or means to carry it out. This authorizes use of anything lawful to carry it out.

2. Specific - Differs from the above in that God HAS specified the method and means for carrying out the command. NO option as to "How", "When, "Where", etc.

3. Some examples of General authority:

a. Jesus said "Go preach", How? We can walk, fly, ride, etc. "How" is not specified. (Mt 28:19)

b. Jesus said "Teach". How? We can teach publicly, privately, in classes, etc. No limitation on how to teach. (Mt28:19)

c. Hebrew writer said, "Assemble", Where? (Heb 10:25). "Sing", How? Use book, just memory etc. (Eph5:19)

4. Some examples of Specific authority:

a. Noah was told to build the ark out of "Gopher wood". What about the use of maple? (Gen 6:14)

b. Ordinance of water purification required a "Red Heifer (female cow)" (Nu 19:2). This eliminated a bull (male), goat, pig or a "black" heifer.

c. Jesus used "unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine" in the Lord's Supper. (Mt 26:17,26-29) d. God said "Sing", what about other kinds of music?

Conclusion: We must respect God and His authority in all that we do. (Col 3:17) 
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"My Presence At Worship' Lesson 8
Introduction:
1. The purpose of this lesson is to emphasize the need and benefit of the child of God to be present to worship God in the assembly.

2. Jesus, the Son of God saw the need of regular public worship. (Lk4:16). We follow Jesus and we too can recognize the need to assemble for worship.

3. There is great value and benefit to be derived from private worship, but this can never override the fact that God has ordained regular public worship for our spiritual well-being.

A. Why should I attend EVERY service of the church?

1. Because I NEED the spiritual food offered.

2. I should have a strong desire for such food. (1 Pet 2:2-3; Mt 4:4-5; 5:6; Ps 119:172; Rom 1:16)

3. The exceeding value of God's Word is seen in Psalms 119:14,16,24,72,97-105.

4. This Word can save my soul. (Jam 1:21)

5. This Word can enrich my life. (Col 1:9-11)

6. The Word will keep me from falling. (2 Pet 1:5-11; 2:20-22; Mt 13:20-23)

7. The Word is my weapon against temptation. (Ps 119:11; Mt 4:4,7,10)

8. The Word will give me victory over the world. (1 Jn 5:4; Rom 10:17)

9. The Word will help me to grow. (2 Pet 3:18)

10. In view of all these facts, it is only natural that I would want to be present at every service where the wonderful Word is being taught.

B. I want to cooperate with and be in subjection to those who watch for my soul.

1. God has given this awesome responsibility to the elders. (Heb 13:17)

2. They are to feed the flock. To fulfill that responsibility, they must provide regular and balanced feeding. Just as parents are concerned when their children fail to eat as they should, elders are concerned over Christians who forsake and neglect those feeding periods. (Acts 20:28; Heb 5:12-14)

C. God has COMMANDED me not to FORSAKE the assembly. (Heb 10:25) 

D. I have a responsibility to fulfill my obligation to my brethren. 
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1. God's plan calls for the ACTIVE PART1CIPA TION of every member. (Eph 4:16)

2. The ACTIVITY of the local congregation depends upon the activity of each MEMBER.
3. The STRENGTH of the local congregation depends upon the strength of each MEMBER.
4. MY DILIGENCE and STEADFASTNESS will strengthen the church. (1 Cor 15:58)

E. The church is a fellowship (1 Cor 1:2,9). Fellowship is "joint participation". I have fellowship with others to the EXTENT that I JOINTLY PARTICIPATE in the WORK and WORSHIP of the local church. (Acts 2:42)

F. I owe it to those I will influence (Mt 5:13-14^. To convince the world of the value of being a Christian, 1 must DEMONSTRA TE before the world that I AM CONVINCED OF ITS VALUE! (Phil 2:14-16)
G. Question, is it a sin if I miss service?

1. This question usually reflects a poor attitude; the attitude of wanting to do only those things positively required to meet the bare minimums to satisfy Jesus.

2. There are a number of things wrong when a Christian willfully absents himself/herself. Forsaking the assembly is disobedience to God. You have missed the Lord's Supper, singing, the benefits of teaching and opportunity to stir up love and good works in my brethren. (Heb 10:24-25; 1 Cor 11:17-34)

3. Actually, if my attitude is right, I wouldn't want to be anywhere else. David has the attitude I want to have. (Ps 122:1; 84:10; 27:4)

4. Worship is a great privilege and blessing. I want to be with those who love Jesus, love the brethren and love God's Word and His Kingdom. (Mt 18:20; 1 Pet 1:22; Mt 5:6; 6:33)

H. Does God have a "Dress Standard or Code"?

1. When we became a Christian, many things changed in our lives!! One of those areas in which we must reflect change is in the way we dress. Our appearance does say something about us\! (Look at what we are to be before the world - Phil 2:5, Mt 5:16)

2. Our appearance is very important - it reflects our thinking and attitude. Rom 12:1-2
3. God would have us to dress in such a fashion as to reflect modesty and propriety, not like our culture or society. 1 Tim 2:9-10

4. When we come together in service to God, we need to dress appropriately for the occasion. It doesn't mean to dress in formal wear, but, that which is appropriate. How would we dress if we were going to meet a President or a King? Would we dress any less appropriate when we meet the King of Kings and Lord of lords in worship?

Conclusion: If pleasing God is our goal, we'll be present to worship Him in spirit and truth!!
2

"The Lord's Supper, Remembering The Death of Jesus' 

Lesson 9

Introduction:
1. The purpose of this study is to show that the Lord's Supper is the central part of the Christian's worship.

2. The Old Testament prophets pointed forward to the death of Christ, all the New Testament writings center on His death, baptism is a picture of His death. It is only reasonable that His sacrifice should play a primary role in our worship.

3. By a proper observance of this memorial feast each week, our appreciation of His sacrifice is increased. Our purpose in life as a Christian is reemphasized and our strength to resist temptation is renewed.

4. It is essential in getting started right that I fully understand and appreciate the Lord's Supper. 

A. It was instituted by Jesus at the Passover (Mt 26:26-28). Elements: (Mt 26:17,29)
1. Its purpose: To remember the Lord Jesus (1 Cor 11:23-25). It is a memorial to the sacrifice of His body and the shedding of His blood.

2. It is a proclamation of His death; a reminder of His second coming. (1 Cor 11:26)

3. It is also a symbol of the New Covenant (ICor 11:25). Shows that we recognize the authority of Jesus through the New Testament.

4. As we stand at this memorial, we look three ways:

a. Past - To His death on the cross;

b. Present - At the covenant under which we live today, whereby we are sealed;
c. Future - Looking for and praying for His return.

5. We also look inwardly to our own hearts, looking at the proper manner of observation. (1 Cor 11:27-29)

a. This Scripture tells about our state of mind as we partake.

b. The term "Unworthy" is an adverb, modifying the verb denoting action. Therefore this word has reference to the manner in which it is to be done, not to the "worthiness" of the individual.

c. This has reference to our coming to the Lord's table in a careless or irreverent manner, with no intention or desire to commemorate the Lord's death. BEWARE\ The consequences are extremely serious.

B. "This do in remembrance of Me" - How often should it be done?
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1. Do we have any indication as to the frequency of observance in the early church?

2. In Acts 2:42, the Scriptures says they "continued steadfastly" - indicates something with regularity.

3. In Acts 20:7, why did they come together? It was to "break bread". 

a. If the practice of the church here were wrong the Bible would say so.
b. It most certainly is right to follow the example of early Christians. Compare "first day of the week" with "remember the Sabbath" of Ex 20:8.

c. Everyone understands what the "first day of the week" means in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.

4. Some have objected to following this Bible example on the grounds that to do it so often will destroy its solemnity. It is said, "Do it quarterly instead of weekly".

5. What if we were to apply this same reasoning to prayer, Bible study, etc?

6. The Lord's Supper is a privilege, it is a time of strengthening for the child of God and is gravely needed.

C. Who should partake of the Lord's Supper?
1. We can find out "who" should by finding out "who" did!

2. The church at Jerusalem. Those who were baptized (Acts 2:41-42). The church at Troas, Disciples (Acts 20:7). The saints at Corinth, the "Ye" is the church (1 Cor 1:1-2; 11:20).

3. Conclusion: Those baptized, the disciples, the members of the church should partake.

4. It is summed up by Jesus in Luke 22:29-30. The Lord's Table is in His Kingdom. Citizens of the Kingdom then have the right to partake of this privilege. Those who belong to the Lord's Kingdom by being "bom again" (Jn 3:3-5).

5. Does this mean non-Christians may not partake? Answer: It is not designed for them.  However, at the time of the Lord's Supper we are told to examine ourselves (specifically, the Christian- 1 Cor 11:28).

Conclusion:
**Lets not take this privilege lightly, consider the consequences. Lets take great care to insure we commune with Jesus the way that would please Him. (1 Cor 10:16-17)

Notes and Questions:
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"Giving To God" Lesson 10
Introduction:
1. Our goal in this study is to learn about God's plan for giving in the New Testament.

2. Now that I am a Christian, I have another responsibility and wonderful privilege, that of helping in the financing of the Lord's work.

3. The following outline will serve as reference to the New Testament Scriptures on this very important subject. Lets look at the facts about "Giving":

A. "WHY" should I give?

1. 1st because God said to do so\ \ (1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 9:6-7)

2. Because all belongs to God, all good things come from Him. (1 Cor 10:26; Ps 24:1; Jam 1:17; Jn3:27; 1 Tim 6:17)

3. Neither we, nor our possessions, are our own (1 Cor 6:19-20; 4:1-2). Because God has allowed us to have these things here, He requires good stewardship on our part and a return to Him. (Lkl6:l-2)

4. I show my love to Jesus and desire to glorify Him. (2 Cor 8:8,24; 9:12-15)

5. I want to "lay up" treasure in Heaven. (1 Tim 6:17-19; Acts 20:35)

6. Because it is the ONLY means which God has ordained to supply the financial needs of His church. (1 Cor9:13-14; 16:1-2)

B. "WHAT" should I give?

1. Myself, if I do that the rest is easy! (2 Cor 8:5)

2. My body as a "living sacrifice" (Rom 12:1-2; Phil 1:20). My Time (Eph5;15-16) My Talents (Mt 25:14-30). My Labor (Tit 3:14). My Financial Increase (1 Cor 16:1-2)

3. If necessary, my very life. It takes great conviction and commitment to be a Christian! (1 Jn 3:16; Acts 20:22-24; 21:13; Mt 16:25)

C. "HOW" should I give?

1. Regularly: "Upon the first day of the week" (1 Cor 16:1-2)

2. Individually: "let every one of you"

3. Systematically: "lay by him in store"

4. Proportionally: "as God hath prospered him"

5. Preventively: "that there be no gatherings when I come" (Principle still applies)

6. Liberally: (2 Cor 9:6; Prov 11:24-25)

7. Cheerfully: Without grudge (2 Cor 9:6-7)

8. Purposefully: As you determine to give (2 Cor 9:7)

9. Sacrificially: (2 Cor 8:1-5). Look at how Jesus feels about sacrificial giving (Lk 21:1-4). 

D. The Blessings of Liberality:
1. We reap what we sow (Gal 6:7). Look at the OT principle of God's blessings. (Prov 3:9-10; 11:24-26, Mal 3:8-10)

2. God makes grace to abound, so we are able to give more. Our giving lays a good foundation for the future. (2 Cor 9:8; 1 Tim 6:17-19;'2 Cor 9:6)
E. "HOW MUCH" should a Christian Give?
1. There is no New Testament Scripture that specifies a certain amount or percentage. In the above verses we have seen such terms as "liberality, bountifully, as prospered, purpose in the heart". We need to keep in mind that the early church was made up primarily of Christians with Jewish backgrounds.

2. God required the Jews to give the "tithe", or ten percent. Christians are not bound to the tithe, but are told to be "liberal" in giving. Did God expect these Jewish Christians to reduce giving?

3. Christians have far more blessings than did the Jews. Should we in our great prosperity, determine to give less? (Lk 12:48)
F. Things the Lord's church CANNOT be involved in financially:
1. Soliciting money from non-Christians. (1 Cor 16:1-2) "Every one of YOU"

2. Raising money through such schemes as pie suppers, raffles, bingo, etc. God wants His work supported His Way! (2 Jn 9)

3. Also, we cannot use the Lord's money for things He has not authorized in the New Testament. 

Conclusion:
**REMEMBER, giving (all phases of it) is an individual matter between the Christian and his Lord, Jesus Christ. If you apply His principles to your giving, you will please Him!
Notes and Questions:
"Prayer"

Lesson 11
Introduction:
1. The objective of this lesson is to emphasize the necessity of PRAYER in sustaining our relationship with God.

2. In the Scriptures, God speaks to us, in prayer we communicate with Him.

3. It is necessary to "learn" how to pray. It is not something you just automatically know how to do. Let us learn what the Bible teaches on Prayer. (Lk 11:1)

A. General Thoughts on Prayer.
1. It is important to communicate with God, making our needs known. We talk to God through prayer to tell Him of all our physical and spiritual needs. (Mt 7:7-8; Eph 6:18)

2. It is only through prayer than Christians have their sins forgiven. (Acts 8:22) 

B. How often should I pray?
1. Prayer MUSTbe a regular part of my life (1 Thes 5:17; Lk 18:1; 2 Thes 1:11) 

C. Conditions of Prayer
1. I must ask in faith. (Jam 1:5-8; Heb 11:6; Rom 14:23)

2. I must pray with humility (Lk 18:9-14). In Jesus'illustration, which pleased God?

3. I need a spirit of obedience and submission. I must recognize my inadequacy and need for God. (1 Jn 5:14-15; 3:22; Jam 4:3; Rom 8:26)

4. I MUST be forgiving of others in order to have my sins forgiven. (Mt 6:12-15; Mk 11:25) 

D. What should I say in Prayer?
1. My prayer must be addressed to God (Mt 6:9; Acts 4:24). 

2. My prayer must express the desires of my heart (Rom 10:1).
3. My prayer must be made with the understanding "His will be done" (Mt 6:10). 

E. Types of Prayers:
1. Supplication: Earnestly asking God to supply our needs. (1 Tim 2:1) 

a. Physical needs - Mt 6:11
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b. Spiritual needs - Mt 6:12-13; Acts 8:22; 1 Jn 1:9; Mt 26:41

2. Thanksgiving: Expressing our gratitude for the blessings we receive from God. 

a. For God's love, goodness, mercy, Word, etc - Eph 5:20 

b. All we have that is good comes from God - Jam 1:17

3. Intercession: Prayer on the behalf of others. 

a. Jesus prayed for His disciples - Jn 17:7-9, 20, 21 

b. We should pray for the well-being of others - Col 1:3; Phil 1:3-5 

c. Jesus would request we pray for our enemies and the rulers of the land - Mt 5:44; 1 Tim 2:1-4 

F. My Prayer is addressed to God, but it is made by the authority of Jesus.
1. Jesus authorized His disciples to ask in His name. (Eph 5:20; Col 3:17; Jn 14:13-14)

2. We pray in His name because He is our Intercessor, Mediator and Advocate. (Heb 7:25; 1 Tim 2:5; Jn 2:l)
G. It is proper to close our prayers with "Amen". Amen" simply means, "so be it" or "I agree" (Mt 6:13; 1 Cor 14:16)
H. Prayer is one of the spiritual blessings we enjoy as God's children in Jesus!!
1. What are the consequences to the man who is living in disobedience to God? (Is 59:1-2;

Prov 28:9; Jn 9:31)

2. I am able to address God as "My Father" ONLY when I have been bom into His family. (Jn 8:44; Gal 3:26-27; Eph 1:3)

Conclusion:

"""Living in a faithful relationship to Christ, I know that God always hears and heeds my prayers.(1 Jn 3:22; Jam 5:16; 1 Pet 3:16)
Notes and Questions:
'My Relationship To My Brethren" Lesson 12
Introduction:
1. It is essential every new member appreciate the relationship they have in God's family with their brothers and sisters in Christ.

2. The relationship we sustain with our brothers and sisters carries a great responsibility. How we treat our brethren can affect the acceptability of our worship. Read these Scriptures carefully: Mt 5:23-24; 6:14-15; 25:31-46.

A. How I am related to other Christians:
1. All members of one family. (Gal 3:26-27; Rom 8:16-17)

2. Jesus considered this spiritual relationship as important as physical relationships. (Lk 8:19-21)

3. We are members of ONE body. (1 Cor 12:12-27)

4. We are partners in a great fellowship. (Acts 2:42; 2 Cor 6:1; Phil 1:5) 

B. What do I owe my brethren?
1. LOVE (Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 4:7-12,19,20) How much love? (Jn 15:12; 1 Jn 3:16; 1 Pet 1:22)

2. Proper EXAMPLE and INFLUENCE. (Mt 5:13-14; Rom 14:13,21; 1 Cor 8:9,12,13). To cause my brother to stumble is a sin against my brother and a sin against Christ.

3. FORGIVENESS. (Col 3; 13; Mt 6:14-15) How often must I forgive? (Mt 18:21 -3 5)

4. I must help bear their burdens. (Gal 6:1-2; Phil 2:4). What are some of those things we can help our brother or sister with?

a. Physical needs - Acts 4:32-35

b. Grief- Rom 12:15

c. Sickness (whether physical or spiritual) - Jam 5; 14-20; Gal 6:1

d. Discouragement - 1 Thes 5:14; Heb 12:12-13

5. IMPARTIAL and FAIR TREATMENT. (Jam 2; 1-4; Prov 28:21)

6. HOSPITALITY. (Rom 12:13; Heb 13:1-2; 1 Pet 4:9) 

C. My obligation to Preserve Unity among the brethren.
1. Peace and Unity are good! (Ps 133:1; Pro 6:16-19; Eph 4:2-3; Phil 1:27)

3. Things that destroy unity:

a. Gossip -1 Tim 5:13; Lev 19:16fProv 11:13; 16:28 
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b. Anger - Prov 16:3 2; Eph 4:26; Jam 1:19-20 

c. Self-Willed - "My way" - 1 Cor 13:5; Jam 3:17 

d. Unkind words-(Eph 4:3; Prov 15:1; 21:23

D. God's law for settling disputes.
1. If you hear that someone has something against you, go to that person. (Mt 5:23-24)

2. If you have something against a brother, go to him. Note: If both brothers are seeking to do right, they will meet one another on the way! (Mt 18:15)

3. If this fails, the matter should be taken before the church. (Mt 18:16-17)

4. Waiting, in false pride for the other to take the first step is not God's way. (Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 5:19)
E. Disciplinary Action Against Those Who Persist in Sin. My DUTY toward those who persist in Sin:
1. I cannot continue to have common association with the brother or sister who refuse to repent of sin. (1 Cor 5:11)

2. The church has a responsibility to withdraw from such a person. (2 Thes 3:6,14,15; 1 Cor 5:4-5)

3. The only company I can have with such a man is to try to restore him to the faith. (Gal 6:1; 2 Thes 3:15)

4. The same action is necessary in the case of the brother who persists in teaching false doctrine (which is another sin). (Rom 16:17; 2 Jn 9-11)

5. Discipline is essential for the welfare of the individual (Method God has authorized for restoring an erring Christian) and to maintain the purity of His church. (Heb 3:11; 1 Cor 5:13)

Conclusion:
** Let us follow the admonition of Heb 13:1

Notes and Questions:
"My Relationship to Non-Christians - Preach Jesus to Them" 
Lesson 13
Introduction:
1. Our goal in this lesson is to learn what I can do to help convert the lost.

2. The most basic work of the church is to teach others (Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16). The church can only accomplish this task as the members do the work. Apostle Paul said, "The effectual working.. of each part". (Eph4:ll-16)

3. It is good to support preachers in the full time work of proclaiming the gospel, but the church will be effective only when the individual members are actively using the opportunities they have to teach.

4. I have opportunities to teach that no one else will have. I must be ready to make the most of those opportunities.
A. Some reasons why I want to teach others:
1. To be like Jesus! (Mt 10:24-25; 1 Pet 2:21; Lk 19:10)

2. To be like the early Christians. (Acts 5:42; 8:4; Phil 1:17; 2:16)

3. To be spiritually wise. (Pro 11:30; Mt 10:16)

4. To meet the fearful responsibility I have been given. (Ez 3:18-19; Acts 20:26,27)

5. To glorify God. (Jn 15:2,8)

6. To have fellowship in the greatest work on earth. (1 Jn 1:3-4)

7. The need is unlimited. (Jn 4:35-3 6) 

a. But, there is a shortage of faithful workers. (Mt 9:37-38)
b. Jesus said the "harvest is plenteous". It must be true that there are multitudes who are just waiting for someone to approach them with the Gospel of Christ.
8. I can have fellowship in this work only to the degree that I am willing to invest my time, talent, influence and effort to this cause.

9. Because I love the souls of those who are lost. I care about them. 

a. How does God value the soul of man? (Mt 16:26; Jn 3:16)

b. We are indebted to Christ and to those who taught us of our need to obey Him. Our love obligates us to "Go and Teach". (Rom 1:15-16)
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c. Keep this clear: No stressing of "DUTY' and "RESPONSIBILITY' can substitute for a SINCERE INTEREST in the lost condition of others and a genuine love for their souls.

d. If the Gospel doesn't create within me a love for the soul of the man who stands in jeopardy of going to hell, I will never be successful in winning him to the Son of God.
B. What can I do in this work?
1. If I have obeyed the Gospel, I can at least tell others what I have done. I may know only a little, but I do know that much!! (Mk 5:19-20)

2. I can study and grow in my knowledge, so I will be a more capable teacher. I may not know much right now, but I'll not stay that way! (Heb 5:12; 1 Pet 3; 15; 2 Tim 2:2)

3. I can invite others to services where they can hear the Gospel. (Acts 10:24)

4. I can make an effort to set up home Bible studies. I may not be capable just yet of teaching the class, but there are many others in the congregation who are. Filmstrip lessons are available that almost anyone can use.

5. I can distribute booklets and pamphlets that will help to interest others in the Gospel.

6. A large number of sermons are available on tape that I can play for my friends. This may build their interest to the point where they will come to services with me. I can enroll others in the Bible Correspondence Course.
Conclusion:
"""There are dozens of things I can do to help convert others. Lets show the same concern for the lost as Jesus!
Notes and Questions:
