INTRODUCTION TO ZEPHANIAH

I. Author

Zephaniah – “He whom Jehovah has hidden”

Three in the Old Testament bear this name (1 Chronicles 6:36; Jeremiah 21:1; Zephaniah 1:1), but there is no reason to connect the other two with this prophet. 

II. Date of Writing

The reign of Josiah (640-609 B.C.) The times of his writing were a legacy of moral and religious degeneration from the days of Manasseh and Amon (2 Chron.33:1-25; 2 Kings 21:1-26). 

Josiah came to the throne at the age of eight and in his eighteenth year with the discovery of a copy of the law, brought about extensive reform. The fact that Zephaniah denounces foreign customs, worship of the heavenly bodies, and skepticism suggests that he precedes Josiah’s reform.

III. Relationship with other prophets

Assyrian Period 


Babylonian Period 


Persian (Post-exile)

Jonah (800-780) 


Habakkuk (612-606) 


Haggai (518-516)

Amos (755) 



Ezekiel (604-570) 


Zechariah (520-518)

Hosea (750-725) 


Daniel (604-534) 


Malachi (443-440)

Micah (740-700) 


(Daniel extends into the Persian Period)

Isaiah (739-720)

Jeremiah (635-593)

Zephaniah (630-625)

Nahum (630-612)
OUTLINE OF ZEPHANIAH
I. The Day of the Lord (1:1-2:3)

A. The judgment upon Judah (1:1-13)

1. Vs. 1- This is believed to be King Hezekiah (4 generations)
2. Vs. 1-3 – Language of the Final Judgement of Mankind

a. All things are removed from earth.

b. Fowl, beast, fish, man.

c. Ruins (Stumblingblocks) and wicked.

3. Vs. 4-6 – Judah will not be exempted in destruction (Century since Israel Gone)
a. Even Jerusalem will not be exempted.

b. Gone will be:

· Idol Worship

· False priests

· Worshippers of heavenly beings – Trying to serve
· Serving others along with God – Had not missed God –“You shall worship the Lord your God and Serve Him Only”
· Once followed God – Spent time Serving – “Therefore let him who things he stands Take Heed lest yet fall”
· Those who never considered God – The Ignorant – Ps. 19:1 – “The Heavens declare the Glory of God.”
c. Israel was the chosen nation of God.  Judah the tribe of Christ.  No Exemption.

d. Summary:   There is a time of Destruction for all wickedness – Even in Judah.

· Yes, the times may be different, but the point is Genetics does not equal Exemption.

4. Vs. 7-13 – The Judgement of Judah
a. Vs. 7 - Day of the Lord is Near – Ultimately, the Final Judgement of all mankind is “at hand” whether partial or in complete as we will see on the final day, we need be prepared.

b. Vs. 7 – Sacrifice is Jewish Nation.

· Guests sanctified were Babylonians.  Sanctification similar to I Cor. 7:14, Is. 13:3
c. Vs. 8 – Kings following Josiah were wicked. Yet. 2 Kings 22:20 – Josiah would not see destruction.

d. Vs. 8 – Foreign garments – Deeds of the nations.. ie.. pagan worship and immorality.

e. Vs. 9 – Potential of parallel phrases here. - The disorderly, disrespectful people.
f. Vs. 10 – Potential understanding that the attack will be from the North.

g. Vs. 11 – Interesting, “people of Canaan” Israel had become the wickedness they were to drive out.

h. Vs. 12 – Rev. 3 – Sardis and Laodecia – prideful, arrogant, lukewarm
i. Summary: No Matter who you are, if you do not serve God, you will be destroyed.  All earthly efforts for luxury and pursuits of happiness will be futile.

B. The day of wrath (1:14-18)

1. The Day of the Lord repeated – we again can make parallels between partial and complete Judgement.

a. That which is near and far merge as we look into the distance -  0---------------j-----------------------J

2. Fortified cities (strong – leaders, elite), high corner towers (the rich), strength or wealth will not save.

a. Why are these in danger?  Vs. 17 – “Because they have sinned against the Lord”
3. Vs. 18 and earlier - Discussion of use of the word Earth which can mean land or globe… this adds to idea of localized or universal judgement.
C. The call to repentance (2:1-3)

1. Vs. 1 – Nation without Shame – Jer. 6:15, Jer. 8:12 – Could not even Blush
2. Vs. 3- “perhaps you will be hidden” – Phil. 3:11-14, Luke 6:46, I Pet. 4:17-18 (zeph name)
a. Righteous Remnant always remains.

II. The judgment upon the nations (2:4-15)
A. Judgment on Gaza and the Philistines (2:4-7) Josh. 13:3 – 5 Lords of Philistines
1. Vs. 4 – Gaza destroyed by alexander the great and became desolate - Acts 8:26
2. Vs. 4 - "One of the inscriptions of Esarhaddon, found at Sinjirli, says, `Memphi, his royal city, in a half a day, I besieged, I captured, I destroyed it, I burned with fire.` The Moabite Stone likewise says, `I fought against it from the break of day till noon, and I took it.'" – Ashdod
B. Judgment on Moab and Ammon (2:8-11)

1. Vs. 9 - "Nelson Glueck, the famous Jewish archeologist, has located hundreds of rock-strewn ruins of ancient villages and towns of Moab, Ammon, and Edom, which bear mute testimony to the prophet's inspiration."
2. Vs. 9 - "The old towns and villages are all deserted and in ruins.  In fact, there is not at this moment a single inhabited town or village in Moab, except Kerak, which stands on the extreme southern border (Published in 1950).” – Deane

C. Judgment on Ethiopia and Assyria (2:12-15)

1. Usage of Ethiopia and Assyria was knowledge that both far North and South wicked will be punished.

2. Again, Strength and Arrogance do not save.

III. The sin of Jerusalem and future salvation (3:1-20)

A. Judgement upon Jerusalem (3:1-7)

1. Vs. 2

a. She obeyed not the voice (of God).

b. She received not correction (would not listen to true prophets).

c. She trusted not in Jehovah (but in the false gods).

d. She drew not near to God (but went farther and farther from him).

2. Vs. 7

a. Where does the eagerness to corrupt deeds come from? - I John 2:16
· Lust of Eyes

· Pride of Life

· Lust of the Flesh

3. Summary:  Why was Jerusalem being destroyed?  They gave into their lust and ignored God’s Will.

B. The deliverance from Evil to come (3:8-13)

1. Vs. 8 – “wait for me”
a. Rev. 6:9-10 - And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of them that had been slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried with a great voice, saying, How long, O Master, the holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?
b. Is. 40:31 - but they that wait for Jehovah shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint.
c. Isa. 49:22-23 - Thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people: and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.  And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall bow down to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: for they shall not be ashamed that wait for me.
d. Heb 10:30 - For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
2. Vs. 8 – “Assemble kingdoms” – “All the earth will be devoured” - Judgement
3. Vs. 9 – 13 - All that remains will be holy.  True Worshippers.
a. With the Removal of wickedness (3:11,15), there will be only God and His faithful.

C. Rejoice in the Heavenly Scene (3:14-20)
1. Vs. 14 – Spiritual Israel

a. Gal. 3:29 - And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.
b. Rom. 9:6 – Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel:
2. There is a Gathering of the Righteous.

a. Rev. 7:9-10 - After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.
b. Rev. 20:11-15 - And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
IV. Closing Summary

A. There will be a final judgement of all mankind

1. There have been many partial judgments, demonstrated God is not partial to any wickedness.

B. God Calls all men to repentance – does not matter who you are.
C. Be Patient with God to Deliver from wickedness, he is patient that we get it out of our lives.
D. There is going to be a day of great rejoicing away from all evil.
