1. God vs. the World on Retaining Our Youth
I. Introduction

A. The Reality
· The Church is losing its younger members to the world.

Reasons Young People Give for Leaving the Church

· "I simply wanted a break from church"

· "I moved to college and stopped attending church"

· "Work responsibilities prevented me from attending"

· "I moved too far away from the church to continue attending"
2. According to Life Way Christian Resources 

a. Researchers found between 69-94 % of Christian youths forsake their faith after leaving high school. 

· The Barna Group reported 64 %percent loss after college graduation. 

· The Assemblies of God conducted a 10-year study and found 75 % loss of their students within one year of high school graduation

· Southern Baptists found that number to be even higher at 88 % loss. 

3. And Josh McDowell Ministries reports 94 % fallout within two years of high school graduation.
4. The World Says Conservatism is what is Chasing off our Youth

a. The Truth about Conservative Christians

b. Mainline/liberal churches are losing more than conservative.
Conservative churches do a better job of retaining the people raised that way
c. [Def. Conservative Churches are those who hold to Traditional Biblical Teaching]
B. The Concern

A. Hell awaits the disobedient 2 Thess. 1:7-10
B. God has a concern for every soul – 2 Pet. 3:9
C. If we fail to act, we will be held accountable - James 4:17
C. The Questions to be Answered: 

1. Why are our Children leaving? 
D. Why are our Youth leaving the Church?

E. World Says the Youth Leaving due to Lack of Funds - God Calls for Repentance – Acts 17:30
1. Consider Jonah and Ninevah. - “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 
F. World says Youth Leaving due to Lack of Attractions and Programs? - God says Feed My Flock - Jn. 21:17
1. Properly designed Programs can:

a. Mature the individual and congregation, Strengthen Unity,  Encourage/Comfort, Provide New Birth

b. David Kinnaman Strategic Leader of The Barna Group: "Much of the ministry to teenagers in America needs an overhaul - not because churches fail to attract significant numbers of young people, but because so much of those efforts are not creating a sustainable faith beyond high school… A new standard for viable youth ministry should be - not the number of attenders, the sophistication of the events, or the ‘cool’ factor of the youth group - but whether teens have the commitment, passion and resources to pursue Christ intentionally and whole- heartedly…”
2. Many programs stray from Purpose of the Church: Evangelism, Edification, Benevolence, Worship.

a. Their purpose is socialization, activity, entertainment, acceptance.

b. Ex. Two young men sitting in the sun, wearing their baseball caps backward. One to the other:  "Somebody ought to invent a cap that would give a guy some shade."  
· Problem: Did not know purpose of Hats.
c. Challenge: Maintain the original purpose of the church. 

· The Church does not need to be reinvented.

· We do not need a new Hermaneutic or change agent promoting theories of men.

· We do not need any man made attraction for young or old.

· We simply need to stick to what God has said.
· Old Testament - Deut. 6:1-2 - Now this is the commandment, the statutes, and the ordinances, which Jehovah your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go over to possess it; that thou mightest fear Jehovah thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged.
· New Testament – 2 Jn 1:6 - And this is love, that we should walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, even as ye heard from the beginning, that ye should walk in it.
d. Many Congregations have a Lack of Long Term Commitment to Programs

· VBS, Gospel Meetings, Visitation, Call Outs, Mailers, Weekly Studies, Singings, Developmental Classes, CD Drops – These are dropped if results aren’t quick and visible.  Youth can do these!
· Often Results of Action or Inaction are not seen until a generation later.

G. Kirk Hardaway– “Is Evangelistic Activity Related to Church Growth?”
· “Evangelism appears to be the only programmatic activity that retains a meaningful relationship with church growth when statistical controls are in effect.  In other words, if a church wants to grow, evangelism is the most important thing that church leaders can do.”
e. Titus 1:7-9 – These are the kind of men our programs should produce.  Programs should not seek to entertain, but spread the Word within the minds of our youth and others.  Thus, our next point:

H. World Says Youth Leaving because Truth isn’t Convincing - God Says We Must Teach to Reach
1. Ex. Hat Example above: Boys had the tools, didn’t know how to use them.  Lack of knowledge.

2. A Lack of Knowledge results in a lack of spiritual conviction.

a. Study Summary: Mainline Churches: The Real Reason for Decline – 1993:

· Folks left the church because religion was low on their list of priorities.

· Unable to ground their preferences in scripture.

· Rarely communicate faith to others.

· Religion not a common topic of conversation among family.

· Vague Idea of what Parents Believed.  
· Parents are not sharing their faith!  Ex. “I don’t want to drive them away”

I. Engage them in daily Bible Study! John 8:32 – Ye shall know the truth…
b. Best predictor of church participation turned out to be belief.
· Spiritual conviction results in enthusiasm and zeal for the Lord.

3. Barna - 2004

a. 7-out-of-10 adults (71%) said children get inadequate spiritual training. 
b. Problem: Everyone’s Waiting For Someone Else 

· The survey findings indicate that parents feel they are being let down by society. 

· The family is responsible for teaching the children! Deut. 6:4-6:7, Col. 3:20 

4. Barna - 2005 

a. Most important outcomes parents are devoted to:

· Top-rated outcome was getting a good education (39%). 

· Versus providing a firm spiritual foundation (13%)

5. Do you want to retain our young people? Teach them the Word!
a. Is. 5:13 - Therefore my people are gone into captivity for lack of knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude are parched with thirst.
b. Hos. 4:6 - My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy children.
6. Youth Ministry is Being handed the Parental Duty to teach

a. Typical youth minister has a certificate and no grey hair.

· (We are the professionals, don’t try this at home)

· He majors in fun and games and minors in Biblical Teaching and Doctrinal Issues.

· He is grounded in Pop Culture so he can relate to the teens.

b. Erin Bancroft – Associate Minister of high School Ministry - “Unfortunately, youth pastors are hired today more for creative ability, communication skills, personality, and to connect with teenagers,” [He explained] that most youth pastors “give entertaining talks instead of preaching God’s Word faithfully.”

c. David Kinnaman, of BARNA "There are certainly effective youth ministries across the country, but the levels of disengagement among twentysomethings suggest that youth ministry fails too often at discipleship and faith formation,"
d. Many Families are moving to a larger city where the Youth Minister and Youth Activities are.

· The average youth minister may get three hours a week of group time in a student's life.

· Yet, he is expected to be the counselor of youth and of Parents old enough to be his Parent.

· He is expected to help young women almost his wife’s age, if he is married.

· Don’t worry, he stayed at a Holiday Inn Express last night.

e. Fire the Youth Minister

· Engage Christian Parents in teaching the youth with a program organized by the elders.

· Engage Christian Men in teaching young men and women in the faith with a program organized by the elders.

· Enable parents to be the child’s counselor or seek the Elders who are proven to the task.

· Ex. If your son has a car crash, do you want an intern or a Skilled EMT to care for him?

· Let the parents worry about Social Interaction for their children.

f. Rehire the Minister for his Biblical Purpose – Teaching the Word.

· Youth Ministry should not be a stepping stone to pulpit ministry.

· If a man can teach, engage him in teaching whatever the group, but don’t place responsibilities upon him for which he has no Biblical Authority.  

7. Both the youth and the congregation need to grow beyond Milk.  Adults and children need to be able to defend the truth.  They need to be able to understand, explain, and defend scripture.

J. 2Ti 2:2  And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
K. The World Says the Youth are Leaving because Christianity Takes Too Much Time
God Says We Must Train to Retain
1. Family Training  

a. Barna - most parents of children under 13 claim that they are responsible for the moral, spiritual, intellectual and emotional maturation of their offspring. 
· Most parents lack defined standards for evaluating their child’s preparation, 

· Spend surprisingly little time engaged in developmental activities with their children

· Assume the brunt of the responsibility for facilitating life skills and perspectives lies on the shoulders of schools, churches and community organizations. 

· Stop blaming and playing the Victim!  Commit yourself to training your children.
L. Pro 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it.
· Some say this is a general rule.  I believe it is an everlasting principle.  The truth will never leave, though the individual may decide to reject it based on their lust of the world.
2. Preparation of Christian Soldiers is Needed
a. Men/boy training classes

· Teach them how to study.  How to use a concordance, a Greek and Hebrew Dictionary.  

· Make them ask Who is speaking, to whom, when, why, where.

· Worship Roles – Reading, Prayer, Singing, Lord’s Table, Lessons, Announcements.

· Engaging them in the work – Visiting – Senior Centers, hospitals, cold calls, etc. 

· Excuse: But they need their Saturdays! 2Th 3:13 - But ye, brethren, be not weary in well-doing.
3. National Study of Youth and Religion

a. Mormon youth engage in Seminary.  Daily program to help them study the scriptures and apply the principles they learn in their daily lives.

· “The daily exposure to the scriptures and principles of righteous living gives them a "lift" throughout their day at school, and helps them keep their hearts centered on God rather than on the cares of the world.”

· Mormons less likely to drop out of school. 

· They're also less likely than other teens to engage in premarital sexual relations 

· They’re less likely to use drugs and alcohol.  

· They have few doubts about their religion.

· They feel they understand those beliefs.  

· They are more likely to be committed to their faith and live socially responsible lives.
4. We Must Train to Retain!

a. Teach them how to defend

· 1Pe 3:15  but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear:
b. Teach them how to fight

· Heb 4:12 - For the word of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart.
c. Teach them how to handle

· 2Ti 2:15  Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.
· Prepare them.  The Church is at War!

· Eph 6:14-15 - Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
M. The World Says The Youth are Leaving because the Church is Full of Hypocrites

God Says Practice what We Preach
1. Mixed Marriages

a. Example of Solomon – Foreign Wives

b. 2Co 6:14 - Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with darkness?
c. 1Co 15:33 - Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.
d. Prov. 6:20-24
2.  Family Priorities – Mat. 6:33
a. Family time Crunch
· Is our priority so great that it decides where we live?  Where and when we work and play?
· Your family priorities give example to all those in and out of the church.

· Ex. Sports families – 4H Families – Recital Families

· Ex. Mother said she doesn’t attend because she needs a mental break.
b. Family Lifestyle

· Would you be comfortable with Jesus watching your television programs?

· How about your music? Reading Material?

3. Congregational Mirror (Does it represent the church of the Bible?)

a. Engaged in Bowing Down in Worship

· Sing, Pray, Lord’s Supper, Give, Preach/Receive the Word in Reverence

· Are we engaged in Worship in Spirit and Truth?

N. The World Says The Youth Are Leaving Because Christians Aren’t Fun! – Never Said It Would Be
1. Acts 2:46 - Where is this dedication today?




- Encourage through Love
2. Ex. Youths opting to stay home during social and spiritual activities of members - Option ???? 

a. Heb. 10:24 – How are you going to encourage???
3. Get out of the High School Mind Set! – Stop grouping yourself according to age.

a. "In our three studies related to church attendance practices: 'The Formerly Churched,' 'Church Switchers' and now the 'Teenage Dropout' study, one thing is abundantly clear," said Brad Waggoner, vice president of research and ministry development at LifeWay. "Relationships are often the glue that keep people in church or serves as the attraction to begin attending again following a period of absenteeism. Many people are deeply influenced by friends and loved ones."

b. "When, by God's grace, young people see the church as essential in their lives and choose to continue attending, their loyalty remains strong," McConnell said. Among young adults ages 23-30 who stayed in church during ages 18-22, only 6 percent do not currently attend church.
· Ex. Bailey – Women at Church

· Bring youths to all studies and functions!
· Mature Members Associate with Christian Youths
c. Children who are your friends? 

· Parents - Who are you willing to let your children “Hang” with?

· Corrupted with Music, Television, Language, Modesty

· Not all youths in your congregation are at that level – talk to mom and dad

4. Establish the importance of relationships now!

O. This is likely to be the group they spend eternity with.

P. World Says Youth Leaving Because Worship isn’t Appealing - God says Humble Ourselves
1. Mat. 5:4 – Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

a. Arrogance and selfishness is taking the children away.

2. Many Christians and teens believe church is about them

a. Their time, their entertainment, their pleasure.

b. Not their song?  They won’t sing.  Not their message?  They won’t listen!

c. Text Message, talk, sleep, hold hands with boyfriend, draw! 

d. They want to clap, dance, sway, wave hands, and weep.  They want to express themselves!

· Barna January 2008 - Is American Christianity Turning Charismatic? - …the freedom of emotional and spiritual expression typical of charismatic assemblies parallels the cultural trend toward personal expression, accepting diverse emotions and allowing people to interpret their experiences in ways that make sense to them," 
3. Youths have not been taught to revere God
a. 1Pe 5:6 - Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time;
Q. World Says Youth Leaving because too Much is Expected - God Says Commit To His Expectations
1. Barna 2000 
a. Teens want to have influence and impact. 
b. Want to be seen as partners in their maturation process.
2. Roger L. Dudley – Ten Year Study on Seventh Day Adventist

a. Students whose education was all or mostly in Adventist schools (62 percent) less likely to drop out of church than those mostly schooled in non-Adventist schools (23 percent).

b. The strongest influence was relationship with Jesus. 

3. Barna – ”The key to retention is surrounding a new Christian with a caring, supportive, and challenging Christian environment that involves more than just worship.” (Misunderstanding of Worship)
4. 2006 - LifeWay Christian Resources

a. "Christian leaders seem to be reluctant to (proclaim) the terms of discipleship that Jesus laid out," Ogden writes. "What are the reasons for our reluctance? We are afraid that if we ask too much, people will stop coming to our churches. Our operating assumption is that people will flee to the nearby entertainment church if we ask them to give too much of themselves. So we start with a low bar and try to entice people by increments of commitment, hoping that we can raise the bar imperceptibly to the ultimate destination of discipleship."

A. 1Pe 1:6-7 -  … now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ:
II. Closing

1. Gods view of retention of Youth is much different than that of the World.

2. God Requires:

We Repent, We Feed His Sheep,  We Teach to Reach,  We Train to Retain

We Practice what we Preach,  We encourage through Love,  We Humble Ourselves

And We Commit to His Expectations.

Ecc 12:13 - This is the end of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
