Understanding Why We Are Here

I. Introduction

A. Easter Sunday – Visitors

1. Thinking: Why am I here?
a. Family

b. Someone Close to You

c. Religious time of the year

B. My Father

1. He probably had the same thoughts

2. He visited when:

a. Holiday

b. Birthday

c. Special Occasion

3. Not sure he was ever comfortable

a. Really wasn’t where he wanted to be

b. The environment was not familiar

c. Believed there was a lot of false piety

d. Had a lot of doubts about the Validity of Christianity

C. My Objective

1. Reassure you that you are in the right place today

2. Commiserate and share understanding with you on Christian Assembly

3. Share with you why I am here.

II. You are in the Right Place

A. Family or Special Person

1. Care for them – Mat. 22:39 - 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'
2. Helping them not violate conscience in staying home

a. Heb 10:24 - and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another; and so much the more, as ye see the day drawing nigh.

3. Helping them fulfill a duty

a. Evangelism – Mk. 16:15 - "Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”
4. You are here at the right place and time.
B. Religious Time of the Year

1. Many in the World, specifically in the USA celebrate Easter

a. For a large number of folks, easter is a great time to hunt eggs and eat chocolate.

b. Easter is remembered for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 3 days after His Crucifixion

c. For Christians, importance of day comes from it being the first day of the week.

· Upon this day, every week Christians remember His death, burial and Resurrection.

2. You are here at the right place and the right time

C. You fit in

1. Don’t feel as if you don’t belong here

2. Your past/present does not exclude you from being welcome

a. Paul, the writer of most of the New Testament was someone who persecuted Christians
· Said he was Chief among sinners. – I Tim. 1:15

b. 1Co 6:9-11 – [sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, thieves, greedy, drunkards, swindlers] … And such were some of you.
c. 1Ti 1:8-11 - … [lawless, unruly, ungodly, sinners, profane, liars, perjurers] 
· Paul lists these common folk who realized their situations:
d. 1Ti 1:15 - Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief:
e. Jesus reached out to folks that may not have felt as if they belonged

· Mat 9:10 - And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.
f. The Apostles – Ordinary Folk – Acts 4:13 – “they were unlearned and ignorant men”
· 6 Fisherman, 1 tax gatherer, etc.

3. You are here at the right place and the right time
III. The Christian Assembly

A. Hypocrites!

1. Don’t show love in or out of Assembly

2. Assemble when they want

3. Act like the rest of the world

a. “Wherefore Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate” – 2 Cor. 6:17
b. “Do not conform to the world” – Rom. 12:2
4. Use their religion as a way to promote themselves

a. “preach Christ out of envy or strive” they want to cause trouble – Phil. 1:15-17
b. “Look at me” – Big Fish Syndrome

5. We have hypocrites in this very congregation

B. My Story in Leaving Church (Don’t explain why came back yet)

1. Yes, there are hypocrites

2. It doesn’t matter what they do, it matters what I do

C. Who are the hypocrites?

1. Sometimes, they are the worst kind

a. They are predators

b. They are users/players

2. Sometimes, folks called hypocrites are here, because of pressure

a. Mom and dad make them

b. Family or friends will make them uncomfortable if not here

c. They have no real conviction

3. Mostly, folks called hypocrites are normal folk

a. They are growing

b. Their conviction is at different levels

c. They are here for a variety of reasons

d. Why?

· Socialization - fun

· Moral Influence

· Truly seeking God

· Combination

D. What is common about all of these groups of Hypocrites who assemble in the name of Christ?

1. They sin – go against what Christians believe God has said in the Bible.

a. Prophet Moses - “be sure your sin will find you out” – Num. 32:23
2. When their sins are seen by the world, the luster is taken away

a. “You’re a Christian?  I KNOW ABOUT CHRISTIANS”
E. Is it right that these folks act the way they do?

1. According to the God WE CHRISTIANS profess to follow, No.
2. “Wages of sin is death” – Rom. 6:23
F. Summary: 

1. Yes, I believe you are in the “Right place at the Right time”.
2. Yes, I believe that there are hypocrites in the church.

a. Note:  I believe sincere Christians make up the church. They all sin at times.

· There is no one that is perfect – Heb. 4:15 (Christ was sinless)
IV. Final Point: Why Am I Here?

A. I have asked this question at numerous times and places in my life.

1. What is my purpose i.e. “Why am I here”
2. The question has many forms:

a. Why do I continue to bust my chops everyday at work?

b. Why do I come home everyday to the same people?

c. Why do rotten things happen to me?

3. My return to the church focused on what I wanted for my children and family

a. I wanted the best for them

b. Was one of those who returned for a moral aspect.

c. I didn’t want them wasting their lives on something false.

d. This made me engage in study.

B. The Bible

1. Many say – Story Book – History Book – Nice Crutch

2. Past: My view of Bible – “I just don’t know”
a. I know some folks that believe it is infallible

b. I know some folks that believe it is full of error

3. I am a studious, skeptical person.

a. I don’t like quick judgements

b. When I studied the Bible, I studied it to find error.

· When I found something that didn’t make sense or seemed to be error, I didn’t just stop.

· I researched what I thought was error and why.  

4. Today, I believe the Bible’s teachings are without error.

a. I think it is scientifically, Historically, and Geographically correct.

b. It’s truths are proven by secular science every day.

c. There is no church science department bending science to show the Bible’s truths.

d. 2Ti 3:16-17 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.  That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.
5. Can I make you believe that today?  No.  Am I gonna try?  Nope.
a. If you want to study it further, you can talk to me or google me.

b. Will it take time, Yes, I believe it is worthwhile time.

V. Today’s Message

A. It’s Simple

1. You have made the right choice in being here today.

2. The church accepts folks of all backgrounds and activities.

3. I Believe that the Bible is Truth, and if study it you will be able to answer your question about:

a. Why Am I Here?
B. I Believe…

1. Man’s purpose on earth is to Glorify God.

2. God Loves man enough to let him make his own choices.

3. God Loves man enough that he sent His son Jesus Christ to die for the wrongs we have commited.

4. Jesus did die, was put in a tomb, was resurrected after 3 days.

5. He appeared to many following his resurrection and then returned to heaven.

6. He will return someday to judge the world and take me home.

A. Closing

B. Invitation
