Who is God?
(adapted from Steve Vice - PTP)
I. INTRODUCTION:  

A. Most People will not argue that the Father is God, but let’s verify it.
1. John 20:17, I Cor. 8:6, Gal. 1:1, Phil. 2:11
2. The Scriptures do indeed say the Father is God.

B. A number of folks will argue that the Holy Spirit is not God.  Let’s look at this.
1. Acts 5:3-4, 2 Cor. 3:17-18, Mat. 28:19
C. There are Some Who Say There is Only One God.
1. They state that the Bible teaches that there is only one God. 
a.  It is a fact that Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God (Mk. 12:29).
2. Duet. 6:4 – Hear , O Israel: The Lord our God, The Lord is one!
a. Echad – Hebrew – means united.
b. This same word is used in the following verses:
· Gen. 2:24 – Man and wife are one.  (but they are two entities)
· Gen. 41:25-26 – Two dreams are one.  (but they are two dreams)
c. So one, as shown in these verses, can mean more than one.
D. Could God Possibly Be a Plurality of Beings, the Holy Spirit and the Father?
1. Gen. 1:1, 2 – Elohim – Plural of El. - (Notice the presence of the Spirit)
2. Gen. 1:26, 3:22, Gen. 11:7
a. These verses indicate God is indeed a single unit composed of a plurality like a marriage.
E. There are some in the world today who argue that Jesus is not God.
1. Such people point to verses that state that Jesus was a man or the son of man, saying that Jesus was a created being.  (1 Tim. 2:5; Mat. 26:24)
F. They say that because Jesus never sinned, God elevated Jesus to be the King of kings.

1. 1 Pet. 2:22 - It is true that Jesus never sinned.  

2. Mat. 28:18 – Jesus was given all authority in heaven and on earth.  
a. We have to ask, Was He elevated to be equal with God?

G. What does the Bible teach?  
1. Is Jesus just a man who became God.  
2. Or, was Jesus God who became man?

II. Going to the Scriptures Regarding Jesus
A.  Names have Meanings
1. Isa. 7:14 - It was prophesied that Jesus would be called Immanuel.  
a. Mat. 1:23 - Matthew gave the translation of this as “God with us.”
2. Isa. 9:6 - One of the names of Jesus was “mighty God, the everlasting Father.”
3. Isa. 40:3 - Isaiah prophesied that John the Baptist would prepare the way for Jehovah.
a. Mat. 3:3 - Matthew applied this prophesy to Jesus Christ.
4. Isa. 44:6 - Jehovah, the king of Israel, is Jesus.
a. Rev. 1:17 - John applies this verse to Jesus Christ. (Rev. 1:1 – revelation of Christ)
5. Mic. 5:2 - Jehovah means a self existent being.  Jesus Christ is from everlasting.
6. If it is called an orange, peels like an orange, tastes like an orange, comes from an orange tree, it must be an orange.

7. Jesus was called God, had the sinless actions of God, fulfilled the prophecy of the coming of God, Came from everlasting – That’s God!

B. JESUS IS GOD

1. Jn. 1:1 - The word was with God.  (was - en, imperfect tense, signifies continuous)
a. It does not say the Word was in God.  It was with God, by His side.
b. Vs. 2-3 – Here is your plurality in the beginning.
· This Word was God.  
· This verse teaches there are at least 2 persons in the Godhead.  
· The Word was beside God and the Word was God.
2. Does Jesus have the same Characteristics as God?  

a. We already know he is from “everlasting.”
· Heb. 1:8 - “But to the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever…’”
b. Jn. 4:24 - God is a spirit.  

· Lk. 24:39 - Jesus said He was flesh and blood.  Does this mean that Jesus is not God?
· Jn. 1:14 - The Word, who is God, became flesh.
· Is God not powerful enough to take whatever form he chooses?

· He may be spirit, but he can become whatever he wishes.

c. John 5:19-26

· Vs. 19 - Jesus and the Father could accomplish the same work.
· He does what the father does.

· Vs. 20 – He is shown all things he is doing.

· Vs. 21 – As the father Resurrects, so could Christ.
· He did so while on earth with Lazarus in John 11
· Vs. 22 – As the Father could Judge, Jesus Judges all.
· John 12:48-50.
· Vs. 23 – Jesus is honored as the Father is honored.

· Vs. 24-25 – As the Father, so can Christ Give Eternal Life

· His voice will raise them to their eternal home.
· Jesus self exists as the Father does.

· John 10:17-18
d. Does Jesus have the same characteristics as God?  Yes he does!
C. Two Further Confirmations
1. Jesus said, “I and My Father are one” - Jn. 10:30.
2. Jn. 20:26-29  

3. Thomas stated that Jesus was God.
a. Christ did not refute this.
b. He underscored it by blessing those that came to this conclusion without seeing Him.
D. God is Three Entities which are one.

1. Diagram Gene Taylor

Diagram Pasted Here.

III. Summary

A. What do the Scriptures Tell Us?

1. The Father is God
2. The Holy Spirit is God
3. Jesus is God
4. He was God.

a. He became flesh with the fullness of Deity in bodily form.

b. He is God now and forever.

5. He is called in both the New and Old Testaments.

6. He has the same characteristics of the Father who is God.

7. He Himself confirmed He was God.
