What Will They Say About You When You Are Gone

I. Introduction

A. Comments
1. While I was gone it is my guess that someone probably mentioned my absence. 
B. Making a Positive Impact and Paul
1. Wherever we go or with whomever we communicate, we should hope to make a positive impact.  
a. What should we consider a positive impact?  

· Walking in a manner which is pleasing to God regardless of the response of mankind.

2. Sometimes, positive impact is met with joy 

a. 1Th 1:6-7 - And ye became imitators of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit; so that ye became an ensample to all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia.
3. Sometimes, positive impact is met with sorrow (as perhaps from Paul’s rebukes)

a. I Cor. 15:34 - Awake to soberness righteously, and sin not; for some have no knowledge of God: I speak this to move you to shame. (Gal. 3:1, Col. 2:20-22)
4. Sometimes positive impact may bring explosive negative results (Paul being stoned - left for dead)

a. (Acts 14:8-19) – Healed a man crippled from birth.
5. Whatever the results of Paul’s communications, folks knew where he stood, and certainly they had things to say about him when he was gone.
C. Today, I want to look at the lives of various people and what people said when they were gone.

II. Infamous Legacies

A. Judas - Trader

B. Jezebel – hatred of God’s prophets

C. Pharoah – Stubborness
D. Jeroboam the son of Nebat
1. I Kings 11:26-40 – Jeroboam chosen by Ahijah to rule over the 10 tribes of Israel.

a. If he would rule according to the will of God he would be blessed.

2. I Kings 12:1-5 – If Rehoboam will lighten load, Israel will follow him.

3. I Kings 12:12-15 – Rehoboam decides against Israel, fulfilling God’s Word.

4. I Kings 12:20 – Jeroboam King over Israel – Judah followed Rehoboam (Benjamin)

5. I Kings 12:26-33 – Jeroboam turns from the will of God.

6. I Kings 14:7-13 – Abijah prophecies to the wife of Jeroboam who has come regarding sick child.

7. Remembering Jeroboam through other men

a. I Kings 16:3, I Kings 16:26, I Kings 21:22, I Kings 22:52, 2 Kings 3:3, 2 Kings 9:9, etc.
III. Faithful Legacies
A. Noah - built an ark when he had never seen one or rain.

B. Enoch – He walked with God and was no more.

C. Abraham – Faithful to point of willing to sacrifice son on an altar
D. David – Man after God’s own heart
E. The Legacy of Christ – 2000 Years later Christ has affected more lives than anyone.
1. Christ’s Birth Tells Us a Lot About Him.
a. Fulfillment of Prophecy (600-700 years before Christ)
· (Is. 7:14) – Virgin – “Immanuel” (God With Us)  
· (Is. 9:6-7) – Lineage of David

· (Is. 11:1) – Lineage of Jesse
· Confirmed in (Mat. 1) and (Luke 3) (1st Century)
· (Mic. 5:6) – Location of Birth

2. Christ’s Life Tells Us a Lot About Him
a. His Life as a Child says he was Godly.
· Asked questions at the temple – did not instruct – (Luke 2:46)
· Obedient to Parents – (Luke 2:51) – “subject to them”
· Favor God and Men – (Luke 2:52)
b. His Life as a Man says He was Godly
· Authority - John 8:28 - Jesus therefore said, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself, but as the Father taught me, I speak these things.
· Humility - Phil. 2:5-8
· Service – (John 13) – Footwashing
· Love - Compassion – Mt. 9:36, Mt. 14:14, Mt. 15:32, Mt. 20:34, etc.
· Works

· Mat. 4:23-24 - And Jesus went about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of disease and all manner of sickness among the people.  And the report of him went forth into all Syria: and they brought unto him all that were sick, holden with divers diseases and torments, possessed with demons, and epileptic, and palsied; and he healed them.
· Luke 4:40 - … he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them.
· Luke 6:19 - … healed them all.
· John 14:11 - Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake.
· John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that should be written.
· Justin Martyr and Tertullian both report upon the Report of Pilate regarding the miracles of Christ.

c. Christ’s Obedience Says He was Godly.
· Fulfilled Law and Prophecy
· Mat. 5:17 - Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfil.
· Acts 3:18 - But the things which God foreshowed by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled.
· Acts 13:29 - And when they had fulfilled all things that were written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a tomb.
d. Christ’s Sinlessness Says He was Godly.
· 2 Cor. 5:20-21 - We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God.  Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him.
· Heb. 4:15 - 
· I Pet. 2:21-22 - 
· I Jn. 3:5 - 
· Far More

3. Christ’s Death Tells us a lot about Him.
a. Psa 22
b. Isaiah 53

c. Mat. 27:54 – Consider the Bible, having already shown so many true prophecies.
· The Bible is validated thousands of times over in all sciences and history.

· If you understand this, you can without doubt have a guide for your life.
4. Christ’s Resurrection Tells us a lot about Him.
a. Ps. 16:9-10 (1000 years before) – Peter was no scholar!  He was a fisherman.
· Acts 2:22-32 – Peter identifies this prophecy and applies to Christ.
5. Christ’s Ascension Tells us a lot about Him.
a. Acts 1:9-11, I Cor. 15:12-23, I Thess. 4:15-18

6. Christ’s life, death, burial and Resurrection give us hope.
a. John 14:1-4, I Pet. 1:3-9 – Eternal
IV. The Point of our Gathering Today

A. Christ Desires We Remember His Life, Death, Burial, and Resurrection
1. We have gathered today in His name.

2. I Cor. 11:23-26

a. “As Oft” – when do we remember these things in this manner?

b. When we assemble

· Acts 20:7 - First day of the week
· I Cor. 16:2 – First day of the week laying by in store
· John 20:19 – “Being the first day of the week” – Understood that was when they met…
· a. Ex. Groundhog Day Movie- Cold Shower… Of course, it’s Tuesday….
· History also tells us that the early church always partook of the Lord's Supper and gave upon the first day of every week. Pliny, in his Book X, Justin Martyr in his Second Apology For the Christians and Tertullian's De Ora pg. 135, testify that it was practiced universally by congregations. 
B. Coincidence that Christ Arose on the First Day??
1. (Acts 16:2, Luke 24:1, John 20:1)
2. This is when we gather to remember Him as has been done since the first century

3. What you see being practiced today is what was practiced in the first century.

V.  Summary

A. Men Leave Different Legacies when they die

1. Judas, Jezebel, Pharoah, Jeroboam of Nebat
2. Noah, Enoch, Abraham, David
B. Christ Left a Legacy Unmatched in All of History

1. Legacy of:
a. Humility, Love, Obedience, Diety…

b. Fulfillment of Prophecy, sinlessness,

c. Death, Resurrection, Hope

VI. What will they say about you and I when we are gone?
A. Acts 13:36 - That We served God’s Purpose.
B. Gen 5:24 - That We walked with God.
C. Heb 1:9 - That We  loved Righteousness and hated Iniquity.
D. Col. 2:6 – That We walked in Christ
E. Jn.4:24 – … Worship Him in Spirit and Truth
1. Which includes remembering him when and how he has commanded.
What will They Say?
How Do You Start?
