What’s Your View
Philippians 1:3-11

I. INTRODUCTION

A. As Paul wrote Philippians it was believe he was imprisoned. (Rom. 1:13)
1. He could have spent his time in self-pity and complaint - but he didn’t
2. Instead, he spent his time encouraging others: “Rejoice in the Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4)
B. You and I may not be physically bound, but most of us wear “chain” of varying sizes and lengths:

1. Failing health or a serious medical problem – John’s Health
2. An unhappy marriage or children who break our hearts - William
3. Job-related stresses – Coworker, Boss – Everett carried with for Life.
4. Financial struggles – College Debt
C. How could the apostle Paul be happy in his chains?

1. How can we be happy in our Chains?

2. Philippians 1:3-11 tells us to… 

II. DISCUSSION
A. LOOK AT THE PAST WITH THANKSGIVING TO GOD (1:3-5)
1. Paul was happy in prison because, when he looked at the PAST, he did so with thanksgiving

a. Estimation of Pauls Relationship with Philippi - 10 years - he only had fond memories.
b. Philippians 1:3-4

c. The double use of the “all” make these verses amazing
d. Paul looked for the good in all things - even though suffering in Philippi  1 Thess. 2:2
2. When Paul looked back on the unpleasant events, he saw the good that came from them.

a. Romans 8:28

b. His wrongful imprisonment - resulted in the conversion of the Philippian jailer - Acts 16:16-34
c. Being asked to leave town - resulted in the preaching of the gospel in other places – (v.39)

3. Paul’s pleasant memories were focused on the Christians in Philippi

a. They faithfully supported his work Philippians 1:5
1) “Fellowship”, “Participation”
2) The words embrace the concepts of sharing and unity
b. They supported Paul in work in various ways:

1) They prayed for him  Philippians 1:19
2) Financial support  Philippians 4:15-16
4. Paul could be happy in chains because he looked at PAST with thanksgiving to God

a. Do we concentrate on the bad things that happen or Good Things?

Ex. Short Term rental house – no water…

Ex. Family Festival – Learned a lot, met good people, many had fun.

Ex. When I lost my license – Learned about Bus system, met new folks.
b. Happiness is a choice.

B. LOOK AT THE PRESENT WITH CONFIDENCE IN GOD (1:6-8)
1. Paul had many emotions for Phillipi: “Love” was one of these emotions

a. Philippians 1:7-8

b. Paul longs for them with all of his heart
c. Paul loved them with the love that characterized the Lord
2. As Paul viewed his brothers and sisters in Christ, he was also filled with “confidence” 

a. Philippians 1:6

b. Paul was happy with his PRESENT situation in chains, because he had confidence in God

1) He was not self-confident as much as he was God-confident 
2) Philippians 2:12-13
3) Paul believed that the Lord deserved praise for what was accomplished in Phillipi

c. Paul also had confidence because of the Philippian Christians:

1) God does not look for perfect people (v.6)
2) Rather, He looks for those who will allow Him to work in their lives (v.6)
d. How does God work in our lives?
1) Through His word  Hebrews 4:12
2) Through events in our lives  James 1:2-3
3) Through people  2 Corinthians 7:6
3. What qualities gave Paul confidence in the Christians at Philippi? (v.7)
a. They did not turn their back the gospel when he was imprisoned 
b. As Paul defended and confirmed the gospel when it was attacked, so did they.

1) “Defense” - meaning a verbal defense
2) “Confirmation” - has to do teaching and exhorting
3) 2 Tim. 3:16

· Paul used “God’s grace” to explain all the actions  (V.7 – grace, V.8 – Affection)
4. What ever our challenge is in life – Right now in the PRESENT - if we are faithful children of God, we do not have to face those challenges alone.

a. Paul had confidence in his brethren in Christ to be led by God.
b. Paul had confidence in the Almighty to lead.
c. Ephesians 3:20 – 21

d. Psalm 23

C. LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH PRAYER TO GOD

· Regarding the FUTURE, he did not ignore the realities of life, he knew that the Philippians would continue to face challenges, as would he. 

1. Philippians 1:9-11 

1) Paul prayed that they would grow in love 

2) That it would abound 

 2) Always seek the best of another  - Mat. 7:7-12
1) Paul prayed that they would grow in knowledge

2) Spiritual knowledge   

  2) Study is the key 
1) He prayed that they would grow in the ability to discern between right and wrong

2) This is closely connected to knowledge
2) It means perception and understanding 
a. Paul prayed that they would grow in Christian character

1) “Sincere and void of offence (blameless)”
1) Paul prayed that would grow in living fruitful lives

2) “Fruits of righteousness” 
2) To bear the fruit of good works
2. To face the FUTURE with confidence we must live closer to the Lord each day and glorify Him 
a. Prayer is a main component in this
b. Prayer helps us who are “in chains” to take their eyes off ourselves and fasten them on the Lord 

III. CONCLUSION

A. What will your reaction be to the “chains of life”? 

· We can look at the past with disappointment or thanksgiving 
· We can look at the present with fear or confidence 
· We can look at the future with nervousness or prayer 
· We can rely on our strength, or we can rely on the strength of the Lord 
Are we Relying on the strength of the Lord?  Have we placed our confidence in God?
· God will not hear the prayer of those who are rebellious against Him: 
· Prov 15:8 - The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight.

· Prov 15:29 - The LORD is far from the wicked: but he heareth the prayer of the righteous.

· Prov 28:9 - He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination. 

· John 9:31 - Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 

· Yet God heard the prayer of one sinner: Acts 10:1-6 - Cornelius

· We know that Cornelius was a sinner, because Peter commanded him to be baptized, which was necessary to wash away his sins: Acts 10:48
· Acts 22:16  And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord. 

They why did God hear this sinner's prayer?  Because Cornelius was diligently seeking for God.
