History of Tyre

Introduction – MAP – 20 miles south of Sidon
· Tyre was a city consisting of two cities.  Mainland. Along Mediteranean Sea. (Lebanon)

· Two islands ½ mi. from the mainland later joined into one.

· Inhabited from early in the 3000 BC. 

· First written reference appears in an Egyptian text dating from c. 1780-1750 BC. 

· Tyre referred to as “the fortified city” (Joshua 19:29).
· Mainland was more like suburbs.
· Island had walls 150 feet high.
· City’s population is estimated to have been about 30,000 at its peak and was so about 1996.
· Water and food had to be ferried to the island from the mainland city.
· Maintained colonies of Carthage, Sicily, Corsica, and other places
· Grew rich through its extensive trade in timber and other goods. – (Ezek. 27:2-28)
A. The Rule of Hiram I. – 988 BC

· Hiram I of Tyre was an ally of both David and Solomon, 
· Assisting them in the construction of David’s palace (2 Sam. 5:11-12) and timber for the temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 5:1-12). 
· Good relations between Tyre and Israel.  Coventant made Between the two of them.
· Tyre depended upon Israel for its food supply (Acts 12:20), while Israel made use of the two major assets of Tyre: its access to the sea-trading routes and its abundant supply of timber.  
· Hiram’s major achievement: Joined two islands - reclaimed large area of land from the sea.

1. Other Projects with Israel

· Solomon had a fleet of trading ships build at Ezion Geber at the northernmost point in the Red Sea and Hiram supplied him with sailors “who knew the sea” (1 Kings 9:26-28). 

· Solomon’s fleet traded with “Ophir” (location uncertain) and returned every three years laden with “gold, silver and ivory, apes and peacocks” (I Kings 10:22). 

2. Close Relationship

· Reflected in (Psalm 45:12) (a royal wedding psalm) People of Phoenicia (“daughters of Tyre”) bring gifts for the bride of the son of David. 

Following the death of Hiram I in 935 BC, Tyre’s prominence in the world fades a bit.  

This changes with the coming of......

B. Ethbaal, Priest King of Tyre. – 896 B.C.  (reigns 34 years)

1. The kingdom of Tyre had grown to include Sidon and (1 Kings 16:31) calls him Ethbaal of the Sidonians. 

2. Ethbaal – was a priest king.  He was a priest of Baal and king not over just Sidon, but over Tyre.  Literally, Ethbaal was looked at as Baal upon earth.  He was looked at as one ruling in the place of Baal.
3. The rule of Ethbaal marked a return to Tyre’s international power.  Trade increased, demanding an expansion in her harbour. Ezekiel records that Tyre was renowned for her trade, which included:

...slaves, cypress, cedar, oak, ebony, ivory, embroidered linen, purple and scarlet cloth, gold, silver, iron, tin, lead, bronze, horses, mules and other livestock, coral, rubies, corn, wax, honey, tallow, balm, wine, wool and spices. The word cinnamon is Phoenician, as are probably the words cumin, coriander, crocus, myrrh, aloe, balsam, jasper, diamond and sapphire.
C. Omri, King of Israel Seeks to make an alliance with his powerful neighbor Tyre: 

1. Arranges marriage between his son Ahab and Jezebel, daughter of Ethbaal (1 Kings 16:30-31). 

2. Jezebel set about exterminating the Lord’s prophets ( I Kings 18:4).

D. This Marriage and the Death of Ethbaal as King of Tyre represents a downward spiral for Tyre.
1. From that time on biblical references to Tyre are far less positive

2. Psalm 83:1-8 lists Tyre amongst the enemies of Judah.  (Prophecy)
E. God Warns Tyre

1. Jeremiah was prophet in Judah.  He began prophecying around 626 B.C. about fall of Jerusalem.  The northern tribes had already been taken captive by Assyria in 722 B.C.

2. Jer. 27:1-8 (READ) – Near the year 600 BC, God tells Jeremiah to warn Tyre, Sidon, Judah, Edom, Ammon and Moab to come under the yoke of Babylon.

3. Evidently, they fail to listen.

F. God Judges Tyre – 

1. Ezekiel was taken captive during the second wave of captives from Judah in 597 B.C.  Daniel was part of first wave in 606 B.C.
2. In Ezekiel 24, Ezekiel’s 9th year in captivity, God gives Ezekiel word that Jerusalem is under Seige.

3. Ezekiel 26:1-6 – (READ)
G. God’s charges against Tyre based on her treatment of Jerusalem.
1. Amos 1:9-10 - Breaking a Covenant. Amos refers to a treaty of brotherhood being set aside. It is possible that this refers to the COVENANT made between Solomon and Hiram I (1 Kings 5:12).

2. (Ezek. 28:1-19) - Pride. The city’s great wealth and power filled its ruler and his people with pride.  The Tyrians paid tribute when they were forced to, but felt secure within their island stronghold which, as yet, had never fallen to direct assault 

3. Ezek. 26:2 - Rejoicing in the Misfortunes of Judah.  Hoped to benefit from fall of Jerusalem. 
· Joel and Amos record that Tyre through her slave trading was directly involved in the suffering of the people of Judah after 586 BC (Joel 3:2-6; Amos 1:9-10).
H. God Sentences Tyre

1. Ezekial 26: 7-14 (READ)

· So What Happens???

I. Nebuchadnezzar’s Campaign Against Tyre. 

1. In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar brought his forces against Tyre. (586 – 573)

· This siege lasted for 13 years, during which the Babylonian soldiers aged - Ezekiel 29:17-18: - Tyre did not fall – They did pay tribute.

· Nebuchadnezzar had captured the mainland city and left it in ruins, but he won none of the cities great wealth, but the Lord would give him Egypt instead (Ezek. 29:19-20). 

· Babylon’s destruction ended much of Tyre’s trade links to the East and the city began to decline.  

· Shortly afterwards two of her largest colonies, Carthage and Kitton, declared itself independent.

· Isa. 23:17-18, 70 Year ruin under Babylon.  Then God will bless them.

J. Tyre Under Persian Rule.  (approx. 503 BC until 332 BC)

1. Tyre achieved a certain degree of independence once more under the Persian rule. 

2. She assisted the Persians in their campaigns, providing them with naval forces. 

3. In 352, Sidon was destroyed by fire in an uprising against the Persians and for the next 20 years Tyre was free from the competition of its old rival.

K. Alexander’s the Greats Conquest of Tyre.  (332 BC)

1. Alexander’s interaction with Tyre is described by Historians: Arrian and Quintus Curtius Rufus. 

2. On southward march of conquest against the waning Persian Empire Alexander received envoys from Tyre with courtesy, 

3. But when they refused to allow him to enter their city he became angry.  (Said was going to worship)
4. Tyrians decided to fight, being told Carthage would support them, so they murdered a party of heralds sent by Alexander with terms of peace.  
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L. The Tyrians had good reasons for their confidence:   MAP
1. Alexander’s navy was some distance away.

2.  To take the island by force would require the construction of an artificial causeway, called a mole.  

· This was a mammoth undertaking because the island was located in deep water (over 20 feet near the walls). 

3. A strong south-westerly wind brought a constant battering of waves against the shore. 

4. Besides the natural obstacles the Tyrians were well equipped with an array of missiles that could be fired from the 150 foot high walls.

Frustrated by the length of time the siege was taking Alexander decided to take a detachment of the army to Arabia. On his return he found the mole all but ruined. 

The turning point in the campaign came with the arrival of Alexander’s fleet from Cyprus. The wall was breached and the defenders vanquished, Alexander paying them back for the lives they had claimed by crucifying 2,000 of them along the wall and selling 20,000 into slavery. The city had taken him six months to capture. 

M. Tyre After Alexander. 

The history of the city did not end there, however. Eighteen years after Alexander captured the city it was again besieged, this time by Antigonus, one of Alexander’s generals. That the city was far from indefensible is demonstrated by the fact that it took 15 months for Antigonus to capture it. 

Over the centuries the city changed hands on numerous occasions but it was not until it was recaptured by Moslems from the Crusaders in 1291 that the city was finally ruined. 
1. Tyre in Prophecy 
2. Many nations would attack Tyre like the beating of the waves on the seashore (Ezek. 26:3) – Timeline Shows that Babylon, Persia, Assyria, Mamluks, Ottoman Empire, Egypt, and others attacked.  Even today, that area is not the most stable.

3. Attacks to start with Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon Ezek. 26:7-12; Jer. 47:4). 

4. The city will be reduced to ruins (Ezek. 26:7-12; Isa. 23:1) 

5. Was to be subject to Babylon for seventy years.  After that it would be allowed to return to its trading (Isa. 23:17-18). Nebuchadnezzar did ruin the mainland city and make the island subject to him for 70 years and Tyre returned to Trading when taken by the Persians.

6. Seige walls would be build around Tyre – Ez. 26:8 – They were
7. The proud city would become a bare rock (Ezek. 26:4,12)  Alexander the Great, built Moles and tossed all the rubble into the sea, making the city bare like a rock.

8. Tyre would become a place for the spreading of fishing nets (Ezek. 26:5, 14).  It did.
· The language “in the midst of the sea” is interesting because what used to be sea… became land.  Tyre is now an Isthmus.
· Ezekiel 26:14 – “YOU WILL BE BUILT NO MORE”
· Today, you can see a bit of city is there.  Roughly 135,000 people inhabit the area. Earthspot.com

· So what happened to the prophecy??  ASK ATHIESTS!

· Ex. 911:  Can the twin towers ever be rebuilt?  No.

· Can something be built in their spot?  Yes.

· If minimal damage was done, could they have been rebuilt?  Yes.

· However, They were destroyed, as Tyre and will never return.

