Two Doors

I. Introduction – I Believe

II. Daily Decision Making

A. The Lady or the Tiger? 

1. Decisions, decisions! Life is filled with decisions. 

2. Easy decisions -- should you have the chef's salad or the prime rib? 

3. Middle-sized decisions -- should you become a barber or a rocket scientist? 

4. Heart-rending decisions -- should you divorce unfaithful spouse or give your marriage another try? 

B. Plenty of "Help" is Available to aid your decisions

1. Pitchmen. Hucksters. Snake oil salesmen. Psychic readers. All of them are trying to sell you advice on where you should invest your money, or what you should do with your life.

2. It makes you wonder, doesn't it? 

a. On channel 16, if the dude in the gray flannel suit knows so much about getting rich in the stock market, why is he still working for a living? 

b. On channel 33, if the fat lady with the weird hair-do is truly a psychic, why does she have to ask for the names and credit card numbers of the suckers who telephone for her advice? 

C. Consider the source of your “Help”

1. Prov 13.20 - He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed 

2. Prov 14.7 - If you are looking for advice, stay away from fools.

3. Prov 15.2 -The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.

D. The Perfect Counselor

1. Need to make a decision? – Check with God! 

a. God is infinitely wise, knows the future perfectly, and loves you beyond comprehension. 

b. Where better to go for advice?  

· I don’t expect you to believe this in a day.  I believe I could over time.

2. It's easy to seek God’s help.  He will answer!

a. Mat 7:7 - Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
b. 1Jo 5:14 - And this is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us:
c. Jam 4:3 - Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures.
3. God answers calls for help, but may not answer as you wish.

a. Ex: Jesus – “Let this cup pass from me” – 3 times.

b. Ex: Paul – Take affliction away – 3 times.

c. 1Pe 1:6 - Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
4. Are you willing to accept the Instruction of God in all things?

a. 2 Ti 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
b. God has prepared instruction.  So you can be perfect in your decision making!

III. How Do You Determine God’s will regarding moral decisions?

A. Everyone Faces Difficult Moral Decisions

1. Marcia’s Prayer – “God, I cannot decide whether or not to marry Bob”.  

a. Later after thinking on it, she agrees to marry him as soon as he divorces his wife.

2. George’s Prayer – “God please help me to determine whether or not to take my life”

a. George wait’s for a sign which never comes, then commits suicide.

b. George leaves behind a devoted wife and two adoring daughters.
3. Sally’s Prayer - as her 17 yr old daughter, in her tight fittin jeans and form fitting tee shirt, heads off to meet her boyfriend alone.
a. “God please guide my daughter to make proper decisions”.
4. Marvin’s Prayer as he goes to sleep – “Please help my son to grow into a pure man”. 

a. His 13 yr. old son is down in his room surfing the net and meetings new friends online.
· God can provide direction for all of these scenario’s and more.  Whether asked about it or not.  No special signs are needed to solve decisions.

B. In the Bible, God has ALREADY expressed His will on all moral issues you or any other person will ever face at any time in any place...
1. Why ask God if you should do a sinful act? God's Bible already says, "No!" 

2. Why ask God if you should do a good thing for someone? God's word already says, "Yes!" 

3. Why ask God the question if you already know His answer? 

4. Why ask God the question if you don't want to hear His answer? 

5. Why ask God the question if your mind is already made up? 

6. Why ask God question if your attitude is "Let me know what you want, Lord, and I'll think it over"? 
a. The Key is be in His Book.  You can always ask someone, but it is good to know for yourself.
IV. What about God's Will on Matters NOT Involving Morality\

A. Everyone has everyday decisions of varying importance.

1. Do I buy a new television to watch the games on?

2. Should I move and take a new job out of state?

3. Do I go into the military or go to college?

4. Should my car be blue or Candy Apple Red? 

5. Do I watch the Raiders or Chiefs? – Oops that is a moral decision.
6. Sterling wonders to himself, “hmm should I eat the skittles or save them for later.”

B. All of these are covered in the Bible. 

1. Most of these are free will.

2. May call us to consider finances and affect of others on family – ex. Television purchase/moves
a. Hag. 1:7 – “Consider thy ways”

3. Others may require us to consider appearances.

a. 1Th 5:21  Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  Abstain from all appearance of evil.
b. Ex. If all Drug Dealers in town are driving Candy Apple Red, it’s best to avoid.
4. Even if it is a bag of skittles you are contemplating to eat. Consider God.

a. Sterling – always saving some for others.  Does he have to do so?  No.

b. 1Co 13:4-5  Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own…
5. Rather than looking at decisions we face, let’s look at some basic steps to tackling all decisions:
V. What Do We Do?

A. Step One – Pray
1. The starting point for every decision and every endeavor -- PRAY for God's help and guidance.
2. Phil. 4:6-7 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

a. God wants you to communicate with him.  He wants you to Trust in Him.

· Mat 11:28 - Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
· Psa 62:8 - Trust in him at all times, ye people; Pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us.
b. You have to ask to receive!

· Ex. When I first went to California, I pulled up to a gas station for gas.  In Oregon, you do this and someone  promptly comes out and fills up your tank.  I sat for 5 minutes in California wondering what was the problem with those people.  Finally, I got out and asked about getting some fuel.  I received the information I needed. – Pump your own gas.
· Jam 4:2 - Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not, because ye ask not.
· Jam 1:5 - If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

B. Step Two – Consider – Two Parts

1. Use Your Noggin

a. While awaiting God's guidance, remember he endowed you with the ability to evaluate decisions.

b. God gave you a mind to THINK with. 

c. God wants us to trust in Him, but also to reason things out.

· Isa 1.18a - "Come now, and let us reason together,'' says the Lord 

· 2Ti 1:7 - For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
d. Consult His Word – The perfect  counselor for your needs.

2. Seek the Counsel of Others

a. God has provided us with Bible verses to guide us in using our minds.
· Prov 15.22 - Without counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they are established.

· 3Jo 1:11 - Beloved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: he that doeth evil hath not seen God.
b. Examples of Counsel in the Bible 

· Moses Father in Law – Ex. 18:18-21 – Bring in men to help counsel the Nation.

· Pharoah sought the counsel of Joseph Regarding his dreams and decisions regarding them.

· Jeroboam – Older Men that served Solomon – Younger Men

· King Nebuchadnezzar sought the counsel of Daniel and decisions regarding his dreams.
· Luk 14:31 - Or what king, as he goeth to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?
· Men in the ship delivering Paul to Rome. Act 27:39 - And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they perceived a certain bay with a beach, and they took counsel whether they could drive the ship upon it.
3. Step Three - Step Out in Faith  

a. Step Out in Faith. Make a decision! Don't wait on signs. Trust in the Lord. Get moving! 

b. Exo 14:15 - The LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward.
c. Ross Perot – was an interesting individual. However, I greatly liked advice he gave to General Motors once.  Stop creating committees to kill snakes!  Step out and get it done yourself!

d. If you have prayed and considered the situation, then do something.

· Many of us are this way in Christ.  We come to him.  We learn of Him.  Then we do nothing.

· Prov 3.5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.
· 1Ki 18:21 - And Elijah came near to all the people and said, "How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him." And the people did not answer him a word.
VI. Reality – Bumps in the Road

A. You have done all the right things. You prayed to God. You asked God to grant you wisdom. You consulted God’s word and the counsel of Godly Men.  Then you reached a decision and stepped out in faith. 

1. Will the results of your decision always work smoothly? 

2. God will always answer "Yes" to that question, whereas you might at times answer "No."
B. Your decision can be according to God's will, but you have a lion's den of opposition, and a thunderstorm of obstacles.

1. Daniel was right in the middle of God's will, but he still spent the night in a den of hungry lions 

a. Dan 6.16-24
2. The Lord's disciples were in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, fully in obedience to the Lord's will, yet they were confronted with a violent storm.

a. Mk 4.35-41
3. Why would God say things are going just fine when you are waist high in alligators? 
a. Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.Think about it. You will understand. 

VII. Closing

A. We all have decisions to make.

1. Moral

2. Mundane

B. We have the perfect counselor who can answer every question.

C. We have a pattern to approach all decisions

1. Pray and Trust

2. Use our head and use our Counsel

3. Engage our Faith

D. If we are following God, we can know all will turn out as it should.

E. We can summarize our decision making process to two words: Trust and Obey.
1. When we talk about getting into the Bible… the first thing you should know is Jesus.  The Old Testament looks forward to Him, the New Testament Gospels tell of his life, the remainder of the new testament shares his teaching and looks forward to His Second Coming.  Jesus was an individual who Trusted and Obeyed.
2. Next 13 Weeks – Jesus Life.
3. Invitation: Two Doors – Will you make the right decision?
