On the Trail of Blood

A. Introduction

1. Welcome Visitors 

1. Mt. 6:33 – Here we are!

2. Many do not see the importance of the Church today, Yet, Here we are!
3. Not necessary to go to heaven.  Fine place, ok for others, not for me.

a. Col. 1:24 and Eph.5:23 – state that the Church is the body of Christ.
1. Would you like someone to kick you in the leg?  No! It’s your body!

1. The Church was very important to Jesus

2. Eph 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for it;
3. Act 20:28 - Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which he purchased with his own blood.
2. There Goes the Preacher!  First 4 minutes and we have 5 scripture verses already!

The Scriptures provide direction for us, but today, we will hold them to a minimum.

3. Objective Today: Show that the Blood of Jesus, is the evidence of the worth of the Church.

Sermon Title: On the Trail of Blood

B. Do you know:

1. Perry Mason? – No, not a rookie outfielder for the Kansas City Royals.

2. Matlock?

3. Columbo, Monk, CSI?

4. Detective Stories Fascinate us.  Searching for Eggs Fascinates us!
4. My daughter loves the Boxcar Children.

5. My Mother in Law Nancy Drew.

5. We all love to play the Encyclopedia Brown – Detective for Hire!
6. Today, let’s follow the Trail of Blood – Let’s Be Detectives.
7. Scene 1 – Use the Remote - A garden – Mark 14:32 – Outside Walls of Jerusalem.
8. Over there, What is that?  In the grass… moisture… indentation in the ground.

9. What happened here?

10. Hit the Rewind Button.
A. It’s Dark

1. Can make out the form of a man.

1. He is kneeling on the ground.
2. He is praying… to God. – Passionately, intently… sweat like blood..
2. Face looks as if he is stressed and troubled.

3. We hear Him say… “Let this cup pass from me…”
4. We see three others a little way off, sleeping..

3. We Approach the man… “Sir, What is happening?  Can I help? – Away from Pulpit
4. The man tells us what he is going to go through in the next few hours.

5. Why are you doing this!??

6. “I am doing it for the Church”

a. Smile… “The church?  You don’t have to worry about the church…

b. Not top list of priorities or worries.  Not even 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place!

c. The church is not important.

d. You don’t have to put yourself through this pain!  Why are you doing this?

7. I am doing it, for the church.

8. We hit stop on the remote, then “advance” - Back to Pulpit
a. We return to empty garden … Crowd.. large scuffle.. follow Trail of  blood toward town.

I. Scene 2 –Garden, to Annas house – to Caiphas House – to Sanhedrin – Mk. 14:55
A. Drops of blood on the ground.  Where did it come from??

1. Hit Rewind on our Remote.

2. Man from Garden standing silently.

3. People are lying about Him - Cannot tell same story.

4. One states he wanted to overthrow the temple.

1. As we watch, the man is pounded in the face.

2. The Man, Jesus, stands there. - Blood drips to the ground.

b. We Approach Jesus – Away from Pulpit
1. Why are you doing this?

2. Why are you not saying anything!??

3. I am doing it for the church.

4. Church is not that important!
a. You don’t have to be there to go to heaven!

b. Why?

5. I am shedding my blood for the church.

6. “Jesus, you just don’t get it!”

c. We hit stop on the remote, then “advance” – Back to Pulpit
7. We Follow the Trail of Blood

d. Scene 3 – Praetorium of Pilate – Roman Official in the Area – Puddle of Blood – Mk. 15:1
A. Drops of Blood on the Ground!  Where did it come from?

1. Hit Rewind on our Remote.
2. There is Jesus being scourged.

a. Beaten by Massive Roman Soldier – Kansas City Chiefs Lineman

b. Brutal – Flail leather straps – bone and metal at end

c. Ripping off the flesh… No Restriction of Stripes like Jews (not 39)

e. Jesus Why!!  Why are you doing this! – Away from Pulpit
1. For the Church

2. Jesus, You Don’t Need the Church.

f. Even after you are baptized, you don’t need it.  Take it or Leave it.
a. Person does not have to give or attend every Sunday!

b. Why are you doing this!!

3. I am giving my life, for the church.

g. We hit stop on the remote, then “advance” – Back to Pulpit.
4. We Follow the Trail of Blood

Scene 4 – Northern Edge Jerusalem – Golgatha – The Place of Skull – John 19:17
A. We See Three Crosses, Large pools of Blood in front of them.

1. Hit Rewind on our Remote.

2. We See Rejected hands nailed to the cross.

3. Skin is tearing… Hands and feet have blood gushing out.

h. In Jesus we see: 
i. Humanity - “I am Thirsty” – no drugs

j. Loving Nature – “Woman, Behold your son, Behold your mother.”
· “Father Forgive them…” Greek – “He kept on saying father forgive…”
k. Mercy - Thief asks Jesus to remember him. –-“You shall be with me in Paradise”
l. Loneliness – “Abba Father, why has thou forsaken me?”
Determination – “It is finished”
Hope – “Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit”
4. People die on cross, not because of lack of blood, but because can’t breath. – Ex. Bars.
B. Before Jesus Dies, We say, “Jesus, I Don’t Understand This!” – Away from Pulpit
1. Why are you doing this?  You have the power to come down!

2. You could call legions of angels to your rescue!

1. WHY! – The Church!
a. If you only knew about the Church Jesus…

b. Yes, Good Folks… Even like to spend time with them sometimes.

c. The church is just not important.

2. Why??
3. The Church… The Church… The Church…

4. We hit stop on the remote, then “advance”
5. We Follow the Trail of Blood

3. Scene 5 – The blood leads to a tomb… Sunday Morning
A. Trail of Blood leads inside.

1. Garments folded – stained with blood – Jesus Blood

2. Jesus is Gone. Do You Want to follow the Blood?

3. HERE IT IS AT THE TABLE

A. The Lord’s Table – The Heart of Worship
B. The Presence of Jesus was the Holiest of Times
1. Today, that which was holy has been made common by many.

C. Here is the Blood of Jesus
1. The Whole Story of Jesus

2. Importance of it all

4. Redemption – For the Church.  Buying us back from our sins!
3. I Cor. 11:23-28 – Partake of this Memorial.

4. Acts 20:7 – Partook on the First Day of the Week.

5. Religious Bodies have removed this Memorial to Once a quarter, once a Yr, or not at all.

6. We partake as in the Bible, every week. We See the Trail of Blood in this Memorial.

7. Do You Want to Follow the Blood?

8. Here it is…. In the Baptistry…

A. Baptism – A symbol of the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ
1. Baptism is Preached in the Bible

2. Rom. 6:3 - Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? – His Crucifixion – His torture – His Blood Shed for Us.

3. Acts 22:16 - And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.

5. People Negate that which is Directly Tied to the Blood of Jesus

a. When we baptize… and our hands touch the water… 

b. Figurative blood of Jesus we are touching.
6. 1Pe 3:21 
7. Are You Washed in the Blood of Jesus?

C. The Whole Story of the Bible has to do with Sin and getting rid of it.

8. When you are washed you are cleansed and renewed, added to the church!
9. People have little use for Lord’s supper, church, Mock Baptism.

10. Jesus Blood was for us before we were Christians and now that we are His Children.
