BIBLE
I. Introduction
A. The Bible is under constant attack.  
1. It is under attack from the government.  
2. It is under attack from the public schools and Universities.  
3. It is under attack from false religions.  
4. It is under attack from non-believers.  
5. It is even under attack from within.  
a. Some folks believe in God, just not an inerrant book of His Words and direction
· A message pure through the ages for us today.

B. All aspects of the Bible have been attacked:  
1. Its history, its science, its geography, its language, its origin, and so much more.  
2. Even the books which compose the Bible have been debated.  
a. This causes some to ask: 
· “Do we have all the books that should be in the Bible?”
·  “Do we have books that don’t belong?”

C. Essay for the book “Revelation of the Bible” 
1. Roger Nicole cites his study showing all books of the O.T. quoted in the N.T. but six:  
a. Judges-Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Esther, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Chronicles.  
· He finds 278 direct quotes.
· Including allusions to books, 613.

2. He then notes other scholars who demonstrate all the O.T. books quoted or alluded to in the N.T.
a. The references including the allusions range from around 1000 to as high as 4105. 

3.  It is stressed that more than 10% of the N.T. is made up of O. T. references.
a. Many of these references are fulfillment of N.T. occurrences.
· Thus adding to the validation of New Testament Scriptures.
b. None of the Catholic Apocryphal books are quoted in the N.T.

D. The Old Testament as we know it was intact before Jesus time.  
1. He was bold enough to:
a. Call the Pharisees hypocrites
b. Speak authoritatively regarding the law
c.  Forgive sins
d. Chase folks out of the temple telling them they made it a house of thieves
e. Yet could he not call out problems with the Old Testament Scriptures? 
·  He never brought doubt on any scriptures of the Old Testament.

2. Christ’s Feelings about the Old Testament?
a. “These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” (Luke 24:44). – Christ views the Old Testament as inspired.
3. Ok, but that was then! 
a.  The O. T. and N. T. have been copied and translated so many times, they cannot possibly be the accurate Word of God as back then. 
b.  Because of this, how can we know what God’s true message is?

E. In 1947, the discovery of the dead sea scrolls demonstrated the trustworthiness of scriptures today.
1. The documents were all dated prior to any so called canonization by the Romans in the 4th Century.
a. The books of the O.T with the exception of Esther were all found and dated BC.  

2. Previously early copies of the Old Testament were from Masoretic texts of 980 AD.  
a. The texts were practically word for word accurate at a 95%  rate.  
· The 5% was not in improper doctrine, but in a slip of a pen or misspelling.  

F. Apostolic Fathers
1. The N.T. is so quoted in letters of apostolic fathers it can practically be reproduced from those alone.
2. The New Testament writings were well distributed among the early Christians.
a.  A “list” didn’t need to be made.  
b. However, by mid third century there are lists.  
c. Specifically, Origen, Athanasius, and Eusebius list all 27 books (Athanasius without qualifiers).  
· Eusebius stated Heb., James, 2 Pet., 2 and 3 John, Jude, and Rev. were disputed by some.   

3. The early Egyptian copy of the Bible had all 27 books.  
a. Other countries copies contained all the books save in some cases Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, Jude, and Revelation.  
b. In the later centuries when the Catholics considered the New Testament Canon, they did not change a thing, for it had already been established and done so by inspired men.

4. How Do Folks Determine if a Book Belongs in the Bible? (Naming a few)
a. Were they included in the Original Hebrew canon?
b. Did Jesus Accept them?
c. Do they include Geographical, Historical, or Chronological Errors?
d. Does the doctrine conflict with the other established writings?
e. Were they widely accepted by the Church in the First century?

G. Copying Errors
1. The consideration of a non-inspired copying error is easily corrected.  
a. The Bible is the most copied, backed up book in the World.  
· It was written in different languages in many countries.  

b. If you have one copy only, a mistake may go unnoticed.  
· When compared to multiple thousands of copies, the mistake is easily detected and corrected.

c. We have today over 5700 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.  
· This is the text which we have today. 
· Ex.  Write the Big Brown Cow on the Board 5 times – once Fow
II. Consider The BIBLE
A. Believe it
1. Believe it because it is not from the minds of men.
a. Considering these inspired men.  
· The prophets did not direct what they said or wrote:  
· Paul spoke of these things as a mystery to them – (Rom. 16:25-27).
· Peter Stated the following in I Pet. 1:10-12 - Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:  searching what time or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did point unto, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glories that should follow them. To whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did they minister these things, which now have been announced unto you through them that preached the gospel unto you by the Holy Spirit sent forth from heaven; which things angel desire to look into. 

· Jesus said what the father told him, so he did not direct what was said. – (John 12:49-50).

b. If the prophets could only share God’s Words because they didn’t know the mystery, and Jesus only shared the words God gave him, then why do men talk of the styles of the apostles and the idea they wrote things in their own words?  
· Were they greater than Christ?
· Paul claimed the words were God Breathed (2 Tim. 3:16) – NOT HIS WORDS
· Peter stated: 2 Pet 1:20-21 - knowing this first, that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation (explanation). For no prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit. – NOT HIS WORDS

· There was no room for mistake or misstatement in regard to inspiration of God’s Word.

B. Investigate It!
1. Example of Bereans – Acts 27:11 – “examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so.”
2. Rightly Divide it – 2 Ti 2:15 - Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.

C. Build upon it
1. The two builders – Mat. 7:24-27
2. I Cor. 3:9-15 – We want to build the Church with Other Christians!
a. Build on God’s Word – Vs. 11 – If we build something other than His Foundation, it will fall.
· Build by doing its commands – If we do not act, we do not benefit God – Parable of Talents.

D. Live its Teachings
1. Rom. 12:1-2, Titus 2:11-13, II Pet. 1:5-11

E. Enjoy its promises
1. Phil. 4:11, Rom. 8:28, II Pet. 1:3-4

