Success is Easy!
I) Introduction
A) Success is easy!  

1) You can do it!  I can do it!  Your grandmother can do it.  A child can do it!

2) Now, some may be thinking this sounds like Steve Martin’s script where he says:

(a) “You want to be a millionaire? First get a million dollars…”

3) I am telling the truth.  Success is easy!
B) Today, I want to talk about success and how you can also achieve it – easily!
1) You Can have Success in Your Profession
(a) You can get a huge pay raise!
(b) You can get the promotion you want!

(c) You can get the huge corner office with glass walls!
(d) So how do you achieve these?
· Spend years in school, work hard, put in overtime 7 days a week.
· Hope someone takes a liking to you instead of someone else.

· Hope your company isn’t shut down or has to lay folks off.
2) You Can have Athletic Success

(a) Be Famous!

(b) Get Multi-million dollar marketing deals.

(c) Retire when you are in your mid-thirties.

(d) So how do you achieve these?

· Have Natural Talent that sets you above other athletes.

· Spend Hours in the gym each day.

· Hope you do not have a career ending injury.

3) You can have Health Success

(a) Live to be 103!
(b) Be Strong!
(c) Be energetic!

(d) So How do you achieve these?

· You eat lots of green stuff and vitamins.

· You exercise regularly and make all your health checkups.
· You hope not to be struck down with unexpected disease or accident.
4) Ok, earthly success is not guaranteed nor is it often easy.
(a) There are external forces that can impact your life and ruin your success.

(b) Even in Marriage, you can be the best spouse ever, and your spouse can ruin that success.

5) However, Today I tell you, Success is easy!
II) “In The Beginning, God Created the Heavens and Earth” – Gen. 1:1
A) Gen 1:31 - And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
1) God made Light and Dark
2) Dry land and waters
3) Vegetation for food, shade, housing, clothing, medicines, and more.
4) He gave us the heavens that we might keep time and have light.

(a) And the sun and moon that we might have warmth.

5) God gave us beasts, fish, and foul for food, clothing, and to aid us in our burdens.

6) God gave man life 
(a) And man a helpmeet so he would not be alone.
7) Why did God go to such lengths in creation?
(a) God wanted man to be successful in the life which he had given him.

(b) God, in fact, wished such success on man that we read:
· Gen 1:27 - And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
· There could not be a more perfect beginning.
· You cannot improve upon it in anyway.
(c) Such a beginning does not exist today in earthly things.
· As we have seen, others can take away or ruin our success regardless of our effort or talent.

(d) In the beginning, as now, God desired man’s success.

· He established the perfect beginning and then…

· Gen 1:28 - And God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
· What a send off!  
· A blessing of God!  
· Authority over all life on it.
· Multiply! - Pro 17:6 - Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers.
B) One Thing God Gave Man in the Beginning, That We Must Not Miss – Choice!
1) God gave man Choice.  He gave man the choice to be physically and spiritually unsuccessful.

(a) Yet, in what the worldly perceive as imperfection and failure, Spiritual Success was made Easy.
III) Spiritual Success
A) God has Always Provided Man with a Path So They Might Be Spiritually Successful.
1) In the beginning, God told man of obedience so that he might not die.
(a) Gen 3:2-3 - And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'"
2) In the wilderness, God provided Israel with the Law – Why?
(a) Deu 6:24 - And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day.
(b) Joshua 1:6-9 – Success!
3) He provided the Prophets to Israel – Why?
(a) Pro 3:1-6 - My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you.  Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart.  So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
4) Today, God has provided His Full and Complete Word for us – Why?
(a) 2 Ti 4:7-8 - I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing.
(b) Php 3:8 - Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win [gain] Christ,
B) God has Provided Man with Examples of Behavior to Allow us to be Spiritually Successful.
1) In the Beginning, we are provided with the obedience and blessings to Adam and Eve.

(a) We are also provided with their example of disobedience and punishment.
2) During Mosaic Times, we are provided examples of Israel’s obedience and blessings.

(a) We are also provided with their example of disobedience and punishment.
3) In the Christian Age, we are given:
(a) Acts 5 – The disobedience and Punishment of Ananias and Saphira.
(b) Revelation – With future visions of the Obedient in Heaven Before the Throne of God.

C) God has Provided a Promise of Home to Encourage Us to be Spiritually Successful.
1) Joh 14:1 - Let not your heart be troubled: believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  And whither I go, ye know the way.
2) Eph 2:19  So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, - Christ has given us the Church as a home.
3) 2 Thess. 4:13-18 – Christ will take us to a heavenly home.
D) God has Provided a Savior, to Save us from Worldly Failure and Give Us Spiritual Success.
1) John 3:16 – For God so love the world, that he gave His only Begotten Son that whosoever believeth should not perish but have everlasting life.
2) 1Co 15:3 - For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I received: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; - He died for our failure – Our Unsuccess.
3) Rom 5:8-9 - But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath of God through him.
E) God has Provided an Invitation to All mankind, To Join in the Blessings of Spiritual Success!
1) Joel 2:32 - And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered; for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those that escape, as Jehovah hath said, and among the remnant those whom Jehovah doth call.
2) Joh 4:13 - Jesus answered and said unto her, Every one that drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up unto eternal life.
3) Rom 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
4) Consider this Great Invitation in the Words of the Holy Spirit as Given in:
(a) Heb 2:2-3 - For if the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward;  how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard;
(b) To Neglect the Invitation is to Reject Spiritual Success.
IV) Closing

A) Success can be achieved in many ways and has many different measures.

1) There is only one success that you have control over.
(a) It is Spiritual Success!

(b) It is an Easy Success!  
· Mat 11:28-30 - Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
· Success is Easy!  Christ Said So!
B) Success is Given By God to All.  
1) He has prepared man for it.  He has provided for man so that they could achieve it.  
2) He has Given man the choice to accept it and he has given man the choice to reject it.  
(a) None can take it away from us, Success is ours if we desire to have it.
(b) Psa 118:24-25 -  This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success!
