Song of Solomon 5:2-8
I. Review - Chp 1-5:1
A. Shulammite and the men who desired her.

1. He has run from the king’s harem.

a. She desired this and requested escape from the king in vs. 3 and 4 of chp.1 

b. She referenced her lover being out with the flocks in Chap. 1

c. In chapter 2, the Shepherd comes to free her and she calls him Beloved.

· He departs from her having set her free.

2. In chapter 3, the Shulamite dreams Solomon comes to tempt her back into his fold

a. She identifies Solomon by name and does not use the term beloved at all.

· He compares her to animals, things to be devoured, and asks her to leave Lebanon.

b. She dreams of her shepherd, He proclaims her purity and calls her sister.

· She prays to him that he return

· And she envisions a wedding feast.

II. Verse 2-8 - The Shumanite now is in a second dream sequence. 
A. The Shepherd Calls for the Shulammite

1. Knock Knock let me in!  The shepherd is calling. His head is wet from the dew. 

a. If you have ever slept outside, waking with your head wet is a given.

2. Do you know what time it is??  The bride has washed feet and is in bed.

a. Ex. Excuses from our comfort in answering Christ. - Luke 14
· I have got land to look at, I have a business to run, I have a new wife.
b. The shepherd’s fingers were stretched through the openings for the latch of the door, in appeal to her. He had myrr on his hands, which is a fragrance (the same of which she had a keepsake of) and covered the door latch with it.

· Note:  It was a Roman Custom to annoint Doorposts of bride and groom with Fragrant Oils… this may be a reference to a similar custom.

3. Her love for him causes her to get out of her bed to the door

a. Reminds me of Mt. 21:28 (Parable two sons – work… no… later did)

· Also, Luke 11 – Wake up – we are in bed… but by persistence did.

· The Lord is longsuffering and persistent!

b. She finds he is gone. She touched the handles of the door where he had been and the fragrance of the myrr lingered onto hers hands as well.

· Wait!  Wait! She ran looking for him, but could not find him.  

4. Persecution!  She is found by those of the city and is accosted.

a. So what are we to make of this? 

· Simply that the Church dreams of Christ’s return. 

· He leaves the fragrance of his being in all we see. 

· In our search for Christ, we are going to endure persecution and infliction from the world.  Phil. 1:27-30
· We are lovesick for our savior and will share this with all around us.

B. Verse 9 – Harem Queries the Shulammite
1. The world requests of the Shumanite Bride, “Why do you bother us with the constant talk of your Groom?” 

a. Does not that sound like the world today. They have questions and wonder why is it that we constantly talk of this Jesus Christ.  Why do you act the way you do?
· Note:  Fairest among women – The Church!

· Note2: If her love was Solomon she could have replied endlessly about all his riches and why he was all that and more.

C. Verse 10-16 – Shulamite’s Dream Response to Harem
1. The Shumanite answers the Harem in regard to their questioning. Rev. 1:12-16
2. Pretty strong wording, reminding us very similarly of the words here in this chapter. Is this a description of Solomon as many in the world would have us believe? No!

a. These verses describe the savior to the world from the point of view of the church.  

· Note:  No Eroticism in the Shulammite’s reply.

D. Verse 16 – His Mouth is full of sweetness – Jn. 6:68. – Beloved – Friend
III. Chapter 6
A. Verse 1 – Harem Queries the Shulammite again
1. The world here now desires to find this Shepherd too! Simply give the message to the world was what Christ has commanded us to do. Their desire to follow will be based on our description.

2. We must be careful not to run down the church to one another or the world.
a. Note:  The Harem knew where Solomon was, the whole world did.
B. Verses 2-3 – Shulammite Responds to the Harem
1. Where is the shepherd?  Away shepherding the flock.

C. Verse 4-9 – Solomon continues in Worldly flattery
1. Solomon perhaps sees this pure bride of the Shepherd wants nothing to do with him.

a. He asks her to avert her eyes from him.

b. Perhaps the Purity scares him.  Evil does not understand purity.

c. Perhaps he was simply trying to get her to drop her guard… the feel sorry for king Solomon bit. (You are so great… how could you fall for a guy like me.)

· Satan does this. He ebbs and flows… gets our guard down and then pounces.

2. Solomon then returns to references to animals and food and armaments.

a. He touches on the fact that he already had many wives and concubines. 

· But she is the special one… (The one who refuses is always special).

D. Solomon’s Harem praises the Shulammite.

a. Who is this beautiful woman who is as terrifying as a great army?

E. Verse 11-12 – The Shullammite Tempted or Representative of a Free People?
1. “Before I was aware” - Before I realized it…
2. “My soul set (made) me” – Strongs H5315 – Soul, pleasure, desire.
3. “Chariot of a noble people”

a. The Chariot is a vessel of transportation.

b. The noble or princely people – Nawdeeb – Also translated Free.
c. A vessel of Free People is the Church.

4. OR…..

5. In Response to Solomon’s dodge and parry attempt, the Shulammite is surprised.

6. She is tempted seeing herself as a vessel of noble people referring to Israel.

F. Vs. 13a-b – The Shulammite’s Response is to Stay Faithful to Her Shepherd
a. This is the first time the Shulammite is addressed by name.

· Name means peaceful.

b. The Harem cries for the return of the Shulammite, but she will not return.

c. Two possibilities on 13b:

d. The Shulammite replies, why do you like watching train wrecks?

· One army battling another?

· You cannot serve two masters.  The Shulammite chooses Christ.

· OR……

e. Solomon replies to his Harem, why are you gazing at her!  Look at me! 

· Almost as if saying, if she doesn’t need us, we don’t need her!

· Just another gimmick to draw someone in.

· I believe this is likely due to the langauge (Shulamite refers to self as “I”)

IV. Chapter 7 – Solomon’s Last Shot
A. Verses 1-9a – Solomon Gets Macho
1. Solomon takes a last ditch shot at the Shumanite  (even though he had tried to discourage the Harem). 
2. It is like an act of desperation when nothing else works. 
a. Solomon more or less throws out all sorts of bar room lines. 
b. Today, he would be slapped or have a drink poured on him.
·  He approaches her as a piece of meat, something to be consumed. 
· He tries to see if she has a prideful lusty side.
3. He winds up saying he is going to take her.
4. James Burton Coffman states: Once more we have Solomon's flattery, but there can be little wonder why the maiden rejected it.  As plainly evident in what he said, he looked upon her, as he looked upon every woman, as something to be eaten or consumed, simply a means of satisfying his appetite (lust).  He saw her body as a goblet of mixed wine (Cant. 7:2), her breasts as clusters of dates in the palm tree (Cant. 7:7), like clusters of grapes (Cant. 7:7). Her breath smelled like apples (Cant. 7:7), and her kisses were like wine. All of this says in tones of thunder: "You look delicious, and I'm ready to eat you!" 
5. Church sometimes tempted subtley.  Other times it is barraged with in your face debauchery. 
a. The Christian should not stray from their faithfullness to Christ. 
b. Their marks should be love, committment, and obedience.
6. These are the last words of Solomon in this book.
B. The Latter portion of verse 9 is the Shulammite speaking.  

1. The subject of the sentence is the effect of the words (compared to wine) of the Church.
2. The words go smoothly for the Beloved – Christ – Because they are the words of Christ.
3. KJV Rendering of this verse makes most sense. “for my beloved, that goeth sweetly, causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak.”
a. That is the Church shares the words of life to a world dead in sin.
C. Verses 7:10-13 – The Shulammite Dreams of Her Shepherd.
1. Vs. 10 – The Shulamite Focuses on her beloved and the fact he does not love a Harem but her.

a. 1Co 1:9 -  God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
b. God has never engaged in Poligamy (One reason Solomon could never be considered a type of Christ.)

2. Vs. 11 – She states how she is going to go with her love to the country (Not the palace in Jerusalem).
3. Vs. 12 – She is going to get up early and see to her work (This isn’t Solomon’s life). 
4. She wants nothing of Solomon’s world.
a. This should be the Church’s desire. 
b. To want nothing of Satan, of the world. 
c. To be dedicated to a service in the vineyard of the Lord. 
d. To be devoted and pure for her Groom. 
V. Chapter 8 - 

A. Verses 8:1-3 – The Shulammite wants to be close to her Shepherd
1. It may seem confusing why the shumanite would speak about her love the shepherd being a brother.
2. However, this is done due to the customs of their time. 
a. Physical affection between a man and his wife was not accepted. 
b. The loving affections of family were.

c. Point: I wish the world could accept the Love I have for Christ.
B. Verse 4 - Here yet again, the Shulamite asks for no temptation. 
1. Her groom is not there and she will remain chaste.
C. Vs. 5a-7 - The Shepherd’s Love for the Bride
1. Vs. 5a - The Harem Cries out!  - They see now the Bride and Groom together!

2. Vs. 5b – Jn. 1:1-3 – Many passages note God’s knowing man in the womb.

3. Put God first in our life.  He must be sealed up on us. That seal being our Obedient Faith.

a. Rev 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.
b. Rev 22:4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.
c. It is our Love for God and the ensuing obedience that causes us to have sealed him upon ourselves. - John 14:15: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”.
4. God is jealous for us and his love cannot be overcome or bought.

D. Verses 8-10 - The Shulammite discusses her virtue and chastity. 
1. Something she did not give away to the temptations of Solomon, but kept for her Shepherd. 

2. She discusses her sister (Others of the church) and states her intentions to protect her if she is not as strong and in control over her desires.

a. “The Day She is Spoken For” – She has proclaimed Christ Her Groom.

b. “If she is a Wall” – That is she will not give in to temptation.  She will be honored.

c. “If she is a door” – That is succumbs easy to temptation” – We will protect her!

3. Shulammite establishes what we have studied.

a. She was being tempted throughout the Book.  She stood firm!

b. She was like one who finds peace (Remember her name means this).

c. 2Pe 3:13-14 - But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these things, give diligence that ye may be found in peace, without spot and blameless in his sight.
E. Verses 11 
1. There are a few word pictures that need to be understood: 
a.  The literal - Solomon owned a vineyard. His caretakers were to see that the vineyard was profitable (taken care of). 
b. Allegorical - Solomon “owned” a harem. The eunachs were to take care of it to make certain the fruit was profitable to Solomon.
2. The eunuchs received a thousand a head for taking care of the women in the Harem.

F. Vs. 12 – 
1. The Shumanite wants nothing to do with that lifestyle. 
a. She understands that the profits of her soiling would have been for Solomon and his followers.
b. She will keep the treasures of her own vineyard. They are not for sale. 
· Solomon can keep the thousand he would have given for her head.
· The Eunuchs can continue reaping the benefits of their position.
c. They can count the shulammite out!  She has reserved her vineyard for her shepherd.
2. Spiritual - Satan and those who serve him relish in taking the souls that should be Christ’s. 
a. They enjoy corrupting and destroying souls. 
b. The Church, the christian, will not give in to Satan’s will. 
c. He can have his worldly goods and treasures. The Church will not submit. 
d. The church will remain virtuous and pure for Christ.
G. Verses 13-14 – The Final Song of the Shepherd
1. The Shepherd urges those who are working in the gardens now to call out for his return.
a. 2 Pe 3:11-12 - Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godliness, looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, by reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
b. Col 3:1 - If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.
c. Heb 13:14 - For we have not here an abiding city, but we seek after the city which is to come.
VI. Summary of Song of Solomon

A. The Relationship of the Church and Christ

1. Christ takes all who seek Him out of the World and into the Church.

a. In the Church we are called to work and be Faithful.

b. We will be tempted by Riches and Pomp.

c. Our pride will be tested.

d. Our insecurities will be tried.

e. We will be be subtely wooed.

f. We will be subject to strong arm tactics.

2. We will have the duty to protect our brothers and sisters from sin.

3. First and foremost, we are to keep our eyes looking and longing for Christ.

4. He is our Hope and He is our Salvation and He will return.
