Introduction to Song of Songs

Authorship and Date – I kings 4:32

The fact of Solomon's having only sixty queens and eighty concubines (Song 6:8) points to a relatively early period in his reign.  Solomon ascended the throne in 974 B.C.;and, adding ten or fifteen years to that, would bring the possible date for the Song of Solomon down to the vicinity of 960 B.C.

Allegory - A story that has a deeper or more general meaning in addition to its surface meaning.

Interpretations

· Perpetual virginity of Mary.

· Soul seeking her heavenly bridegroom.

· History of Israel from Moses to Christ

· "The coming of Christ, outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the gathering of the Church from both Jews and Gentiles."

· Solomon as a type of God or Christ

· Solomon's marriage to Pharaoh's daughter  (Marriage of God and Pagan’s)

· A collection of erotic songs

· Many Others.

How can you know who is speaking?  Gender of the grammar used in Hebrew.

Story Line

There are two men desiring one woman in the Song: one a shepherd; the other a king.  The story opens up with the Shulammite having been taken away from her Shepherd love and placed among the Harem of King Solomon.  The Shulammite is eventually rescued and taken away to the Shepherd’s mountain home.  While the Shepherd is away, the King still pursues and attempts to entice the Shulammite to be with him.  In the end, the Shulammite Bride remains faithful to her Shepherd and longs for his return.

How Many Characters are in this Song/Opera?

There are 4 main parts:

Shulammite Woman - Soprano
Shepherd Love - Tenor
King Solomon - Bass
King Solomon’s Harem – Chorus

From a Spiritual Standpoint, what or who do the Characters represent?

Shulammite Woman – The Church, the bride of Christ

Shepherd Love – Jesus Christ

King Solomon – The Worldly allure of Sin – Satan.

King Solomon’s Harem – Those of the world who serve Satan.

Why is Song of Songs in the Bible?

It is my belief the primary purpose of Song of Songs is prophetic in nature.  It is a description of the church and its redemption by the savior long before the occurrence.  It demonstrates Christ’s true love for the Church and the faithfulness by which the Church seeks Christ.

Did this event actually occur?

We do not know, but it is my belief that it did not.  I cannot see Solomon running across the land chasing one woman.  If he wanted her, he could take her.

Song of Songs Chapter 1
Verse 1-4:  This chapter opens up and by verse 4 has introduced 4 entities. The Harem, in which was filled with women taken up by the king, the King (Solomon), the hostage Shulammite; and the Shulammite’s love (the shepherd).

How does a woman enter a harem? (see I Sam. 8 and Esther 2:2-4 for details on this);

Study Help: I put have put each part in separate brackets and initialled.
Verses 2-3: The harem drools over Solomon. 

Verse 4a: The Shulammite longs for her Shepherd to come and take her away. 
Verse 4b: More Harem praise over Solomon.

The above contrast love and lust.  The faithful Shulammite has one faithful love.
Eph. 5:22-33 - This is the kind of Love demonstrated by the Shepherd and Shulammite.
Verses 5-7 Shulammite Sings
Verse 5-6: The Shulammite’s life had been one where she was a worker of vineyards and therefore tanned.  The words black and swarthy come from the same Hebrew word Sha-kar which means to be dim or dark (dusky). Tents of kedar coverd in black goat hair.
In her opinion, because of the fact she had been engaged in work in her lifetime, she was unable to keep her beauty (her vineyard) in comparison to those of the Harem.  Some have suggested that this keeping of her vineyards was a reference to her chastity.  However, holding the view she is a representation of the church and looking at the text here, I would not agree.

Verse 7: Here is the first indication that Solomon is not the true love of the Shulammite.  The true love is a Shepherd.  She wondered where he was (No one could wonder where Solomon was).  She wonders why it is her fate not to be with him.

Verse 8 – Harem Sings: The Harem tells the Shulammite to go find the Shepherd.  “If you are too good for Solomon go ahead and head on back to have kids with the sheep herder”!

Verse 9-11 – Solomon Sings: Solomon now tries to woo the Shulammite by comparing her to a horse and trying to ply her with treasures.  Anyone desire to be compared to a horse?
Verses 12-2:4 Shulammite Daydreams of interaction between her and Shepherd

Verse 12-14: What is Myrrh? – “an Arabian gum from the bark of a tree, used in sacred oil and in perfume” Strongs.   The Shulammite keeps a fragrance about her neck to remind her of her shepherd.  She compares the Shepherd to a bouquet of lovely flowers.  She is not thinking of Solomon’s flattery or his riches.

Verses 15 - 17: The Shulammite dreams of talking with her lover outdoors in the mountains. In this section, verse 15 are the words she dreams of her love the shepherd saying and vs. 16 and 17 she states as she dreams of being out in the wilderness with him.

Song of Solomon 2
It is my contention from the previous chapter that the Shulammite woman is still daydreaming of time with her love the shepherd.

Verse 1-2 – These are the words of the Shepherd - Song Lilly of the Valley - Sharon is a plain - it is one of the largest valley-plains in all of Palestine. During Solomon’s reign, it was considered a lush, beautiful plain that had lovely flowers in it. The rose is considered the most "perfect" of all flowers.

The adjectives used in this verse are feminine.  This may lead to confusion as to whom the speaker is.  We apply the words to Christ, ‘Lilly of the Valley”.  The Christian Fathers also taught that this verse was a reference to Christ (Barnes).
Verses 3-6 are the Shulammite speaking. She appeals to the Harem to bring her food, apples, raisin cakes to sustain her.  When you are stressed, what do you want to do???
Verse 7
Here the Shulammite pleads with the Harem (those that would have her follow the world), that they not tempt nor arouse her desires as they brought her food. This is something that the harems did with intoxicants prior to submitting a woman for the king. Yet, the Shulammite wanted none of this for she wanted her true love. She did want temptation.
As Christians, this should be our goal. We should forsake the world and save ourselves for our true love Jesus. We ought not to be an adulterous people as Israel was.  We ought not to want to have the world enflame our lusts.

The Shepherd comes now, he is going to free his bride.

Verse 8-9 – The Shulammite Sings
Psa 23:1-2 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

Gal 5:1 For freedom did Christ set us free: stand fast therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke of bondage.

Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death.

Verse 10-14 – The Shepherd Sings
The Shepherd speaks now to his bride. He takes her and they escape to the mountains. He speaks of the time of year being springtime.  They are in the wilderness… as the church is today.  I Jn. 5:19-21.

The spring has come, this is the time to do what?  Work.  There are many principles regarding the church and it’s time upon this earth.  We are left to serve the Lord.

The Church (Shulammite) is praised by the Shepherd as lovely.  Such exhortation is made for the church throughout the New Testament, one such verse being Phil. 4:8.
Verse 15-17 – The Shulammite sings
In regard to the foxes Balchin States, “The Shulamite requests that anything that would spoil the vineyard of their lives must be caught and eradicated.”   How today?  2 Tim. 3:16; Eph. 6:10-18.
Note further description of the shepherd and his flock. Solomon was never a shepherd. Her love was never Solomon. 
The Shulammite in these verses speaks of the time with her shepherd in the mountains and cultivating their relationship. Clearing it free from the obstacles that would ruin it.  The church’s time in the wilderness of this world, is one of cultivating a relationship with Jesus.  We have been given the opportunity to know him through the Word, His Creation, and through the Church.  Jn. 14.
Their home? Bether. This was a mountain range east of the Jordan. The term means “cleft” or “separation”. Notice, that in vs. 8, 14, and 17 the location is not a Harem, but is far away.  Rom. 12:2 encourages us not to be conformed of this world.  Why because as children of God, the church, we are not part of it.  We are “Separated” from it.  Also notice, that the shepherd is now gone among the pastures. Again, Jn. 14.  Thus, the Bridegroom, the shepherd, Christ, has returned to Heaven.

These verses have taken us through the freeing of the bride from the harem (world). Thus, Christ appeared, established the church, and ascended. The church is currently in the Christian Dispensation awaiting the return of Christ. This is the situation the Shulammite Bride is in. She is the called out (Ekklesia), the church, separate from the world. 
She awaits the return of her shepherd love (Jesus). He is away pasturing his flock until the shadows flee away  (there is no light).  She waits for him to turn (return).
