The Silence of the Scriptures

I. Introduction – Wayne Jackson, Phil Sanders, Ancil Jenkins
A. Some Say: If the Bible is Silent about an Issue, you cannot speak about it.

1. The Bible has plenty to say about how to deal with silence.

2. The Bible is states that it is the complete will of God sufficient for all we need.

a. Let’s let the Bible Speak. (2 Tim. 3:16-17, 2 Pet. 1:3)

b. I Cor. 1:10 - Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
II. History of Silence of the Scriptures Conflict

A. Tertullian (150-222 AD)

1. Responding to: “The thing which is not forbidden is freely permitted.”
2. “I should rather say that what has not been freely allowed is forbidden”

B. 15th Century – Taborites and Calixtines – Followers of the Reformer John Huss.  

1. Taborites – Viewed silence in scripture as prohibitive.

2. Calixtines – Saw the silence in the scriptures as permissive.

3. Because of differences Calixtines killed Taborites.

C. Reformers Luther and Zwingli 

1. Confirmed Silence of Scriptures as Prohibitive

2. Later waffled or failed to follow their own teaching

D. Thomas Cambell 1809 in Washington, Pennsylvania

1. “When the scriptures speak, we speak; And where the scriptures are silent, we are silent”.

E. Issue of Permissive (Authorization) vs. Prohibitive (Unauthorized)
1. The Stance I will take today is one taken by Aristotle:

a. “What the law does not command it forbids”
III. Old Testament Evidence

A. Cain and Abel – Gen. 4:2-5
1. Cain was farmer – offered according to his Talent – fruit of the ground; 

2. Abel offered the firstlings of his flock.

3. Heb. 11:4 - Abel Offered “by faith”

a. Faith comes by hearing the Word of the Lord. - Rom. 10:17
b. No “Thou Shalt Not” in regard to fruit.

c. God was silent in regard to fruit of the ground. 

d. Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited.

B. Noah 

1. Constructed the ark by faith - Heb. 11:7
a. Gen. 6:22 - “according to all that God commanded him” – Big Deal?
b. What if Noah did something God didn’t command Him?

C. Nadab and Abihu – priest sons of Aaron

1. Offered “strange fire,” Lev. 10:1
a. What is Strange Fire?  It is unauthorized fire.

b. Lev. 16:12 - fire to be taken from the altar of sacrifice

c. Consequence? Vs. 2.
d. No “Thou Shalt Not” in where fire was to come from.

e. Silence did not Authorize. It prohibited.

2. Vs. 3 – If we are to approach God in a Holy State, we only do so with Authorized means.

D. Ark of the covenant 

1. “Jehovah set aside the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant” - Deut. 10:8
2. Who has Authorization?  Levites.

3. Silence in regard to other tribes. 

4. Levites commanded to carry Ark on Poles Ex. 25:10-15
5. 2 Sam. 6:1-7 – New Cart, No Carrying by Levites with Poles.
a. Destruction was the result!  Why?
b. No “Thou Shalt Not” in regard to carrying with a new cart.
6. Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited!
7. David in I Chron. 15:2 – “No one is to carry the ark of God but the Levites”.
8. David in I Chron. 15:13 – “Because you did not carry it at the first, the Lord our God made an outburst on us, for we did not seek Him according to the ordinance.

E. First commandment

1. “Thou shalt have no other gods before me” - Ex. 20:2-3 

2. Jeremiah 7:1-3 - What was their transgression? Among other things: 

a. Jer. 7:31 - And they have built the high places of Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded not, neither came it into my mind.
3. No “Thou Shalt Not” in regard to High places and offering up children from the 10 commandments

4. Silence did not Authorize.  It Prohibited!
IV. Secular Examples

A. Human Illness

1. Visit to Doctor

a. Prescription

2. Visit Pharmacy

a. Pharmacist will only fill Prescription.  They will not add other medicines to it.

b. Why? Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited.
c. This is Common Sense.
B. Mail Carrier
1. Leaves your mail with someone else down the street.

2. No one said “Thou Shalt Not”

3. Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited.

4. This is Common Sense

C. Ex. Gentleman driving car.  Wheel falls off.  Finds himself in front of a Mental Institution.  As he is staring at his car, a resident keeps “pssst” to him.  Finally, the man walks over.  “I can tell you how to fix your car.”  “Really, how?”  “Take a lugnut off each wheel, use them to fasten fourth wheel back on.  Drive to repair shop, get replacement lug nuts.”  “Wow!  I had always just thought you folks were crazy.”  “We are crazy, but we have common sense.”
V. New Testament Evidence – Silence Permissive or Prohibitive?

F. Divisions or sects in the Church 

1. I Cor. 1:11-13 – We are baptized into Christ
2. I Cor. 4:6 - Now these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes; that in us ye might learn not to go beyond the things which are written; that no one of you be puffed up for the one against the other.
a. The scriptures had said nothing about breaking into divisions based upon who one was baptized by.

b. No “thou Shalt not form sects” - Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited.  

c. When we try to Authorize based on silence, we are adding to the scripture and are sinning.

G.  Man Made Worship Practices

1. Col. 2:20-23

2.  There were no commands such as the folks in Colassae were following.

a. The scriptures were silent about doing these things.

b. No “Thou shalt not handle, taste, or touch” in Christ

c. Silence did not Authorize.  It prohibited!

d. Back then, and today, we see men adding to the service of God, and defending such with Silence.

· Silence is not Permissive.

H. Angels and Jesus are at same level.

1. Heb. 1:1-6

2. The Word had spoken about who Christ was.
3. It had never specified the angels as being the same as Christ

4. Silence does not Authorize.  It prohibited!

I. Jesus as our High Priest

1. Hebrews 8:4 – On earth, Christ could not be a priest. Why? 

2. Heb. 7:14 – Silence of the Scriptures!

3. Silence does not Authorize.  It prohibits.

J. The Teaching of Christ 

1. 2 John 9 - “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son”.
2. The New Testament is the teaching of Christ.

3. When we step into what He has not taught, that which he is silent on – We sin.

4. Silence does not Authorize.  It prohibits.

K. Other Examples: Acts 15:24, Mt. 15:13-14, Gal. 1:6-9
L. Remember: Jesus Nor the Holy Spirit ever did anything on their own Initiative.

1. Jn. 5:30, 36, 8:28-32, 12:48-50 – Jesus
2. John 16:12-13 – Holy Spirit
VI. The Consequences of Rejecting the “Silence” Principle

A. Treating Silence as Permissive rather that Prohibitive.

1. Anything without a “thou Shalt Not” is fair game:

a. Incense worship – Sacrifice - Infant Baptism - Pet Baptism

b. Raising funds by Bingo and Garage Sales

c. Waving of “Holy Hands” - Dancing – Instruments - Clapping

d. Missionary Societies - Condiments for the Lord’s Table

B. The Church Divisions of 1906 and 1926 are direct results of Lack of Understanding Silence.
VII. Conclusion

A. Jer 6:16 - Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls: but they said, We will not walk therein.
B. 2 Th 2:15 - So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours.
C. Our Job today as Christians is to fulfill the purpose of our lives (to Glorify God) through New Testament authority. 
1. Only by authority of Direct Statements, Examples, and Implications of God.

2. We cannot serve God by treating the silence of the scriptures as permissive.

