· Desiring Positions Rather than Service

.

I. Introduction - Ordained: To order by virtue of superior authority; decree or enact

II. In The Beginning…
A. Man was Set Upon the Earth in an Ordained Position
· Gen 2:15-17- And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

· Observe Man’s Function: Serve and Obey.
B. Man Chose to Seek Other Positions Rather than those which were Ordained

· Gen 3:4-6 - And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

· Observe Man’s Desire: To Obtain a Position Outside of What God Ordained.
C. Man Suffers Consequences When He Desires Positions Rather than Service

· Gen 3:16 - Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
· Pro 14:12 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.
· Observe Man’s Destiny: Is directly to his service, rather than His Position
· Serving in An Ordained Position

A. There Is an Established Pattern For Christian Position
· Mat 5:3 - Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. – God is Head!
· 6:33 - But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
· Gal 5:13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
· Luke 22:24-27 - And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be accounted the greatest. And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.
· Joh 12:25-26 - He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.
· Observe God’s Ordained Position for Christians: A position of Service
Established Pattern of Consequences for Seeking a Position Rather Than Service
· Rom 16:17-18 - Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.
· Luke 12:16-21 – Man with 6 I’s. – Not Rich toward God.
· Joh 5:28-29 - Marvel not at this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs shall hear his voice,  and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.
· Observe the Consequences for Seeking Position: Displeasure on the Part of God.
III. Biblical Examples of Those who Sought Positions and Those who Sought Service
A. Those who Sought Positions 
1. Ananais and Saphira – Honor – Acts 5
· Consequence: Rebuke and Death
2. Simon the Sorceror – Power – Acts 8:18-20
· Consequence: Rebuke
3. James and John – sons of Thunder – Mathew 20:20-28 – Authority

· Consequence: Rebuke
4. Haman – Pride – Esther 5:9
· Consequence: Death
5. Judas – Riches – Mat. 26:14-16
6. Consequence: Death

1. Parable of the Guests – Luke 14:7-11

· Consequence: Rebuke
B. Those who Sought to Serve
2. Christians - Gal. 3:29 - Mat 18:3-4
· Result: Became Heirs
3. Women - Titus 2:3-5
· Result: They honor God.

· Ex. Relationship between Elder and Preacher – Not subhuman.
4. Joshua – Joshua 24:14-15
· Result: Joshua’s life remembered favorably in Bible.
5. In serving Gideon –  I Sam. 8:5 - Duet. 17:14-15 – Judges 8:22-23
6. Result: Remembered in Hall of Faith – Heb. 11.
7. Christ - Phil. 2:5-8 – 
· Result: Christ is our Example! 
· Conclusion:
· Mat. 4:10 – Serve Only God!  Do Not Desire Position!
Enter God’s Service Today by Being Added to the Church.

