Samson - Judges 13-16

I. Introduction

A. Dealing with Temptation

B. Knowing we are not perfect.
II. Samson 

A. Judges 13:1-5

1. Nazirite information Numbers 6

a. Vow of man or woman to Dedicate selves to Lord

b. No product of grape

c. Do not shave their heads.

2. Two types of Nazirites

a. Those from birth – Samson / Samuel – Committed to Vows

b. Nazirites of Days – Undertake vow of certain time in which they are dedicated to the Lord

3. New Testament – Jesus would be a Nazarene – From Nazareth

a. Also, one who was dedicated to God from His birth – Making Him a Nazirite.

b. Not in a physical Manifestation (having long hair not a sin, drinking grape juice not a sin)

c. He was a Nazirite in that in all that he did he was dedicated to God.

B. Judges 13:6-7

1. Dedicated to God from the womb to death… he would be a deliver.

2. Mother essentially took on role of Nazirite till birth.

C. Judges 13:24-25

D. Judges 14:1-2 – Samson is a grown man and looking for a woman.
1. Samson’s Reaction: 

a. Oooh look at that woman

b. b. “” car  -    “”shoes  -  “” house

2. If it pleases the eye, we just have to have it.

3. Too Many Marriages Start this Way.

E. Judges 14:3-4

1. Judges – individuals who are deliverers.

a. Being a judges does not make one Godly

· Wife is a foreign wife. Forbidden by God. - Duet. 7:3-4
b. God has built family unit.  Listen to Mom and Dad.

· On a Spiritual scale – Our Father in heaven commands

· These commands will keep us safe

· Provide growth

2. Vs. 4 – Father and Mother did not know it was of the Lord 

a. Did not mean approved of behavior.

b. Did not mean God was tempting Samson – James 1:13

c. Knew Samson was going to go forward no matter what, Just like Judas, and Pharoah.

F. Judges 14:5 – 9

1. Levite Restrictions - Num. 6 – Not be near body of anything dead.

2. Samson doing things not lawful.

G. Judges 14:10-13

1. Samsons life:  Wants woman goes get her

2. Sees lion, kills lion

3. Throws Wedding Party 

4. Gambles at the Party

H. Judges 14:14-15 – Riddle

1. Phillistines threaten Samson’s woman

a. Wife does not tell Samson of threat

I. Judges 14:16 – Wife whines

1. Satan will alter our loyalties by pleasure or fear.

J. Judges 14:17-18


1. A wife’s roll is critical.  She can altar her husband’s path.

2. Govern your house against outside influences.

K. Judges 14:19-20

1. Samson’s anger – Used by the Lord.
2. Elsewhere perhaps not to harm her people – Jewish Tradition

3. Before you enter an agreement, make sure you can live up to it.

L. Judges 15:1-3

1. Gal. 6-7 – You reap what you sow.

2. Young goat – Gen. 38:17 Judah/Tamar

3. This time he can go up against people who irritated Him. – Convenant with Timnathites

M. Judges 15:4-5 - Samson releases anger.
N. Judges 15:6

1. Philistines burn house as originally stated. - Wife Gained Nothing for her betrayal.

O. Judges 15:7

1. Samson’s revenge… again.

2. Tit for Tat… 

3. Samson things he can now do last act.

P. Judges 15:8-9

1. Back and forth.. lack of control in anger

Q. Judges 15:10-13

1. Samson Certain of Himself

2. Arrogance / Pride

R. Judges 15:14-16

1. Samson may have been out of control

2. Samson may have been a sinner

3. Yet, God Used Him as a “judge”

S. Judges 15:17-20

1. First time we see Samson praying to God

2. May have at other times

3. He understands God provides.

4. He acknowledges here.

T. Judges 16:1-2 – Trap set for Samson

1. James 4:7-8

2. Samson is not too good with temptation

3. “If it feels good do it.”

U. Judges 16:3

1. City gates have a purpose – keep folks out.

2. Samson rips them out and carries them off.

3. No one is going to attack him.

4. Samson probably knew this, was sure of his Power.

V. Judges 16:4-6

1. Say what?????

2. 7-9 – Bow Strings

3. 10-12 – Fresh Ropes

4. 13-14 – Seven Locks of hair fastened with a pin.

5. We play with our temptations. We are in Denial

W. Judges 16:15-16

1. Temptation picks and nags and eats at you if you don’t run

2. God provides way out in every situation.. but Samson wasn’t looking for a way out.

X. Judges 16:17-21

1. Samson Betrays God.

2. Samson’s power was not in his Hair.  It was in God being with Him.

Y. Judges 16:22-27

1. Samson brought to make fun of at a Feast for Dagon – Philistine God

2. Bound to two pillars

Z. Vs. 16: 28-30 – Samson looks to God

1. Does not say - “My Hair is back!  I am going to do it!”

III. Lessons to be Learned

A. Did not always do things that pleased God - Samson was not perfect
1. God used him.

2. Point 1: God will use those chasing after the world and those who are not.
a. We are all sinners – God can and wants to use us.

B. Amazing aspect about Samson:

1. We could try to judge Samson

a. With harlots, gambled, foolish, got foreign wife, betrayed God.

2. Heb. 11:32 - What is Samson doing there?

3. Point 2: God Loves us and will Keep us… IF

a. We call upon Him and realize He is in control and we are not.

· There is one control center – God’s

· Can you Put aside Pride and Lust

· Can You Follow Him?

IV. Closing

A. Whatever your temptation, trial, look heavenward.

1. Things may seem chaotic, but if we are serving God, all things are as they should be.

