THE SABBATH DAY AND THE CHRISTIAN

· Is it for Christians?
Introduction

A. The Sabbath is a day which is kept by different religious groups in the world today.

B. The Church of Christ does not keep the Sabbath.

C. Is the Church of Christ in error, and thus sin, for not observing this day?
1. Discussion

2. I. History of the Sabbath
A. Has the Sabbath Day been observed since the Beginning of Time? (No)  (Post Flood)
3. Exodus 16:23–26 – First Instance of Sabbath Recorded  (They had no idea what a Sabbath was).

· Exodus 20: 8-11 – Moses Presents the Sabbath to the People in the Form of the 10 Commandments.

· Note: The reference is clear that the Sabbath is the seventh day of the week or Saturday.

· But God Blessed the Seventh Day during Creation – Gen. 2:3 - !  Yes, but because he later made it the Sabbath does not mean the Sabbath has been observed since the beginning of time.  The 7th day of Creation was on God’s mind though as we will read later.
B. What was the Purpose of the Sabbath?

· Two-fold Purpose:

· The Lord set Israel apart  

· Ex. 31:12-13 - And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily ye shall keep my sabbaths: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am Jehovah who sanctifieth you.
· Remember how God delivered them from Bondage – 
· Duet. 5: 15 - And thou shalt remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and Jehovah thy God brought thee out thence by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm: therefore Jehovah thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.
1. To Whom was the Sabbath Given?

2. Israel Alone in the Wilderness 

· Ezekiel 20: 10-12 – So I caused them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. And I gave them my statutes, and showed them mine ordinances, which if a man do, he shall live in them.  Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am Jehovah that sanctifieth them.
3. Israel at Mt. Sinai. 
· Nehemia 9:13-14 – Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right ordinances and true laws, good statutes and commandments, and madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them commandments, and statutes, and a law, by Moses thy servant,
· Given to Israel 

· Exodus 31:16 –17 - Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.  It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days Jehovah made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.
1) Summarize: 

2) The Lord Blessed the 7th day of creation.

3) The seventh day was never kept as the Sabbath until Ex. 16:23.

4) The Israelites who were given the Sabbath were completely ignorant of it.

5) It was a pact remembering that God created all and that God delivered and gave rest to Israel.

6) The Sabbath was given at Mt. Sinai.
· The prophet Amos foretold that the sabbath would be "gone" when God caused the sun to go down at noon and the earth to be darkened on a clear day (Amos 8:9). 
· II. The Sabbath Day Today – Col. 2:8-15
THE TEN WAYS GOD COULD HAVE REMOVED IT….
1. He could have said the old covenant was done away. 

  HE DID 

     Heb. 8:7, 13; 

2. He could have said it was a shadow. Col. 2:16,17

  HE DID
3. He could have pointed the Christian "law" is from Mt. Zion instead of Mt. Sinai 

  HE DID
      Heb. 12:18-29 

4. He could have pointed out Christian men who kept days were weak. 

  HE DID
      Rom. 14:1-6                                              

5. He could have rebuked Christians who kept days. Gal. 4:8-11

  HE DID
6. He could have pointed out that Gentiles never received the law or the covenant. 

  HE DID
      Rom. 2:14-15; 3:1-2; 

7. He could have pointed out the priesthood changed, and thus the law was changed. 

  HE DID
      Heb. 7:11-13 

· He could have pointed to the true Sabbath. Heb. 4:1-11

  HE DID
8. He could have had the inspired writer tell us not to let a man judge us in respect to days. 

  HE DID
·       Col.2:16; Rom. 14:1-13 (Both Read before)

9. He could have shown Christians gathering on another day. 

  HE DID
·       Acts 20:7; Jn. 20:19, Acts 2:42
NINE WAYS GOD COULD HAVE HAD IT CONTINUED

1. Christ could have said that the Gentiles would keep it.  - 

  HE DIDN’T
2. Given example of early Christians gathering on Sabbath for other reasons than disputing with Jews. 
  HE DIDN’T
3. Mentioned Sabbath-breaking as a sin. - 

  HE DIDN’T
4. When rebuking day-keepers in Galatians 4, he could have told us there is only one day we keep. 
  HE DIDN’T
5. He could have had the Old Testament prophesy it. 

  HE DIDN’T
6. He could have made a Direct New Testament command. 

  HE DIDN’T
7. Warned that men would try to change the SABBATH DAY. 

  HE DIDN’T
8. Written an epistle on it like He did the Galatians. 

  HE DIDN’T
9. He could have given a definition of what it meant to "keep the Sabbath," since the law is done away.   HE DIDN’T
OUR GOD DID NOT CONTINUE THE SABBATH IN ANYWAY

