Ruth

I. Author: Samuel
A. Date written: 
1. Time of Samuel when David was born, but not yet king.

B. Date of Occurrence: 
1. Time of the Judges, likely around Samson 1100 to 1000 BC
2. Men did what was right in their own eyes – Thus, God constantly punished – See Famine.

C. Moabites: 
1. Descendants of Lot and his daughter.
2. Map of Moab

D. Key Characters:
1. Naomi a Jewess of Bethlehem – Older Widow
2. Ruth a Moabite – Younger Widow
3. Boaz a Jew of Bethlehem – Older and by tradition, nephew of Naomi.

E. Major Themes of the Book of Ruth
1. Loyalty
2. Faithfulness
3. Selflessness

F. Purpose of the Book of Ruth
1. Present Biblical Themes for Our Learning
2. Present a Type of Christ and the Church
3. Establish the lineage of Christ

II. Chapter 1
A. Vs. 1-5 – Introduction 
1. Family moved to pagan land 60 miles from Bethlehem.
2. After their father died, the boys married foreign Moabite girls (Gentiles!)
a. Such Marriages were forbidden by God – Duet. 23:3-6
b. (Neh. 13:1-3) – Jews realizing their sin of such marriages separated from the women.
c. God desired his people to marry of the World, but from his people.
d. God does not desire such marriages today, but sanctifies such when they occur – (I Cor. 7:14)
· In the past and today, there will be earthly consequences.
3. In these unions, the girls though not Children of Israel are introduced to God.
4. Today, Children of God are responsible for introducing all people to God.
a. Mt. 28:18-20

B. Vs. 6-14 – Naomi Decides to Return to Judah and Encourages Daughters-in-law to Stay in Moab
1. Heard “Lord had Visited”
2. Custom to travel part of the way with loved one.
3. Naomi believes the Lord’s favor has left her.
4. We see the loyalty of Ruth to her mother in law.
5. They have been brought together by death.
a. It is through a death that all people of the world have an invitation to the family of God.
b. 1 Pe 3:18 - …Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;

C. Vs. 15-18 – Ruth Pledges Faithfulness and to Serve Under God Rather than gods.
1. Orpah returned to her pagan world and the gods of it.
a. False gods, gods created by men.
b. Many claim the God of their friends, families, spouses, but their hearts are not loyal to God.
· When they are on their own, troubles come, or there is temptation, they fall.

2. Ruth proclaims her Faithfulness to Naomi and God.
a. She uses the word Jehovah in vs. 17 rather than eloheim.
· This is the proper name of God, not the word “god”.

3. She has become a proselyte to the God of Israel
a. A proselyte by Strong’s is: “One who arrives from a foreign region.”
b. That is she had made herself a child of God through marriage.
c. She has put away the world of paganism and arrived at the kingdom of God.
d. That this was done in Spirit and truth, is shown in her Faithfulness.

4. People Proselyte today by coming to the kingdom of God and leaving the actions of the World.
a. Our Faithfulness is also shown in the Spirit and Truth of our actions.

D. Vs. 19-21 – Naomi Returns Home “Bitter”
1. Elimelech was evidently well known.
a. “All the city was stirred”
2. Marah means “bitter” and this is what Naomi desired to be called.
3. Just because we have an emotion about what we think God is doing, does not mean it is right.
a. Pro 3:5 - Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding:

E. Vs. 22 – Return Home is at Time of Harvest
1. This time corresponds to the March/April of the year.
2. For Christians, the harvest corresponds to the gathering of souls to Christ.
a. We are in the harvest time
b. Luk 10:2 - And he said unto them, The harvest indeed is plenteous, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth laborers into his harvest.

III. Chapter 2
A. Vs. 1-7 – Ruth Desires to Work
1. Children of God are not lazy, but should be characterized zeal for the commands of God.
2. 1Ti 5:8 - But if any provideth not for his own, and specially his own household, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever.
3. Eph 2:10 - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God afore prepared that we should walk in them.

4. Ruth goes out to glean
a. Gleaning is working behind the harvesters of a field and gathering up the leftovers to live on.
b. (Lev. 19:9-10) gives information regarding gleaning.
· Purpose to aid the poor and stranger.

5. She seeks a humble provision 
a. (Prodigal – gentile from land of pagans)
b. Jesus gave us an example in prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread”
c. God provided Manna to Israel each day without excess.
· 1Ti 6:6-8 
d. As Christians we must learn to simply seek each days provision.  If we are blessed more wonderful!
6. Boaz (A Type of the Father) recognizes all those who seek to work in his fields.
a. Act 10:34-35 -  And Peter opened his mouth and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him.
b. It did not matter what Ruth had been, it mattered what she was.
· Mic 6:8 - He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with thy God?

B. Vs. 8-13 – Boaz Welcomes Ruth to His Field
1. He offers protection
2. He offers water
a. God offers “living water” – (John 4:10)

3. Ruth wonders why he would take notice of a foreigner?
a. Desire to change – Vs. 11
· Act 17:30 - The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent:
b. Sought out God for refuge – Vs. 12
· Mat 23:37 - O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killeth the prophets, and stoneth them that are sent unto her! how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!
· God desires this for all men!

C. Vs. 14-16 – Further Provisions by the Hand of Boaz
1. Food – We have the bread of life from our father (John 6:35)
2. Kindness is commanded from the servants - Eph 4:31-32 - Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and railing, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.

D. Vs. 17-23 – Ruth Shares Her Day with Naomi
1. “kindness to the living and the dead”
a. Here is shown kindness to Naomi and Ruth, but in also caring for the widow of one dead.

2. “Closest Relative”
a. Considering Boaz a type of the Father.  The Father is indeed our closest Relative.

3. “Stay close to my servants until they have finished all my harvest”
a. Protection for Ruth is a primary concern.

b. This exhortation cannot be missed by Christians.
· For Christians, the protection is two fold
· 1 - Satan is a roaring lion who is seeking to devour us – (I Pet. 5:8)
· 2 - We can give in to our own lusts and fall from protection of God – (James 1:13-14)
· Christians are called to protect one another: (Jude 1:22-23)

c. Ruth is also called to endure.
· Christians are encouraged to endure by Paul so that we not lose our reward.
· (I Cor. 9:24-27)




IV. Chapter 3 – There has been a time lapse of up to two months until the end of the harvest.
A. Vs. 1-5 – Naomi Gives Advice to Ruth Regarding Boaz
1. Naomi wants to see the best for Ruth
2. Ruth wants to serve and be obedient to Naomi
3. 1Co 10:24 - Let no man seek his own, but each his neighbor's good.
4. This is the Third Key Theme Presented in Ruth – Selflessness.

B. Vs. 6-13 – Ruth Goes to Boaz at Night
1. Comes to Boaz as if she were a wife
a. She goes secretly due to possible perceived indescretion
· No one has found wisdom in this move.
· Yet, these were the times that men did what was right in their eyes.
b. The success of the venture purely relied on the nature of Boaz.

2. “Who are you?” - She proposes.

3. Boaz Continues to realize the qualities of loyalty, faithfulness, and selflessness in Ruth.
a. However, he expresses proper channels must be gone through first.
b. He does not take advantage of the situation.

C. Vs. 14-18 – Ruth Returns to Naomi
1. Boaz sends a gift for Naomi.
2. Ruth has been obedient to both Naomi and Boaz
3. (Phil. 2:1-11) – Ruth acts out of love for others, her interest is not in herself.

V. Chapter 4
A. Vs. 1-6 – Boaz Approaches Nearest Relative with 10 Elders of City
1. States Naomi was selling her property to provide for herself.  
a. Actually, it is the sale of the produce until the year of Jubilee.

2. The next of kin agrees to purchase… UNTIL...
3. By mentioning “moabitess”, there was a negative thrown in the deal.  
a. Moabites were foreigners and not accepted or to be united with in marriage.
b. The land would not remain as part of the inheritance of the Relative.
· It would pass to the male offspring of Ruth.

4. Relative says, could not afford it
a. Land would be lost
b. There would be a new family to feed.

B. Vs. 7-12 – Boaz Redeems Ruth as His Wife
1. Not Custom from Duet. 25:8 (This was a law)
2. Boaz as a Type of the Father Redeems those Faithful to Him.
3. Blessing includes Genealogy
a. Taamar was also of Caananite ancestry - Her husbands died too.
4. If Naomi/Ruth is not redeemed, line of Christ is done – Vs. 18-22 – Demonstrate this.

VI. Closing: Vs. 13-17 – Boaz Marries Ruth; Naomi is Blessed; Ruth is Praised
1. Loyalty, Faithfulness, Selflessness
2. A Great Type of Christ and the Church
3. Establishment of the Lineage of Christ
4. That is the Story of the Book of Ruth.
