Respect for the Word of God
I. Introduction
A. The Beginning - Jn 1:1-4 - With His Word, God brought to Life all things necessary for life and Godliness.
B. In History, there is a Mixture of Devotion and Fear Toward the Word of God
1. We Can See Devotion to the Word

a. Faithful men have died keeping his Word.

b. Prophets have died sharing his Word.

c. Jesus was crucified being the Living Word.

d. The apostles, save John, perished to give us the Word.
e. Heb. 12:28-29 - …Since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe.”

2. We Can See Fearful Consequences for not adhering to the Word

a. Adam brought consequences of death upon men because he chose against God’s Word.

b. Pharaoh and Egypt suffered greatly for not yielding to the Word of God.

c. Moses failed to enter the promised land for going beyond the Word of God.
d. Ninevah was destroyed for ignoring the Word of God.
e. Judas hung himself for betraying the Word of God.
f. 2 Cor. 5:10 – Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.

3. This combination of Fear and Honor has sparked Respect for the Word of God Worldwide.

C. America Has a History of Reverence for the Bible

1. The Upbringing of Early America
a. Congress twice unanimously sought out importation of the Bible into the Country.
· In 1782, their endorsement and recommendation for the citizens of the United States to have the Bible was found within its front pages.
b. The Bible was required reading in Public Schools until the 1940’s.

c. Many founding fathers expressed the Bible to be a necessity for the proper function of America.
2. Today in America, The Word of God is not Being Revered.
a. The Path God spoke for righteous living is being defied.

b. The life which God spoke into being is being devalued and murdered.

c. Public distribution and display of scriptures is being banned from monuments, to flyers and tracts, to the Bible itself.
d. Open Public Speech about the Bible is being prohibited frequently.
3. America is failing to Respect the Word of God.
a. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. - America is operating without fear and wisdom.
D. Considering the Topic of Respect for God’s Word

1. We could honor God’s Word for being the most historically accurate description of ancient times.
a. “”… for telling us scientific truths thousands of years before we accepted them.
b. “”… directing and explaining archaeological finds before a shovel hits the ground.
c. “”…by the overwhelming number of manuscripts which verify them.
2. Today, we will Honor God’s Word because it is:
a. “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes”
3. God’s Word Establishes Man Must Hear and Believe, Trust and Obey.
a. These elements are necessary to demonstrate Respect and what we shall examine today.
II. To Respect the Word of God, It Must Be Heard and Believed.
A. 98% of the World has Access to the Bible in their language.
1. All the World has access to God through Preaching
a. This is by the Word of God.

· 1 Co 1:21 – For seeing that in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God’s good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save them that believe.
b. This is the Promise of God for Salvation.
· Mat 7:7 – Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
c. Through the creation and the given conscience man is nudged toward God’s Promise.
2. This means only through purposeful Ignorance will a man fail to know the Word of God.
a. That purposeful ignorance is pure disrespect.

3. Nehemiah 8 is from a timeframe following the captivity from Babylon.

a. The prophet Ezra was a scribe of Israel who according to Ezra 7:10
· “set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.”
b. He is asked by the People of Jerusalem in Neh. 8:1 to read the Word of God.
· Neh. 8:1-8

· These people were hungry for the Word of God.

· They listened for more than 45 minutes.  

· They stood from early morning to midday.

· They heard the Word of God and had it explained to them.

4. There is no other way to further move toward Respect of God’s Word until you Hear.
a. Rom 10:14 – How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?
· In the first century, the preacher was needed because the written Word was not present.
· Today, the written and  complete Word of God enables hearing without the preacher.
b. Can we hear and understand then?
· Paul Said So: Eph. 5:17 – Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
· The Bereans felt so for they confirmed the words of Paul in Acts 17:11
B. What can happen when man has heard the Words of God? 
1. He can Believe!

a. Ex. 3:6 – Moses hearing from burning bush, hides his face in fear.  Because He Believed!
b. 2 Chronicles 34:18-19 – Book of Law Found
· Josiah tears clothes – He knows God is not Happy – He Believes
c. Jonah shares the Words of God and an entire city changes its behavior.
· They believe in God, they mourn, they call upon God.
d. John 4:39-42 – Jesus with the Samaritan Woman at the well.
e. Acts 2-4 – Peter’s sermon on Pentecost 3000 respond to the Word of God.

· 6 Hours later Peter speaks again and the number of responders is 5000.
· They Heard and Believed.
2. Just because one Hears and believes Does Not Mean They Respect the Word of God.
a. King Saul was chosen as the first king of Israel.

· He received the Word of God from Samuel.

· He prophesied at the hand of God.
. He did not Respect the Word of God.
b. Jn 11:47-48 – Though they believed in His Miracles – They were thinking about themselves.
· They had no respect for the Word of God.

c. Jas 2:18-19 - Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.  Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
· Devils do not respect the Word of God.
3. Though hearing and believing do not guarantee respect, respect does not come without them.
III. To Respect the Word of God, It Must be Trusted.
A. Many people like the idea of hedging their trust/risk.
1. We put our money in multiple banks.
2. We invest in varied portfolios.
3. We try the buffet instead of the catfish.
4. We just don’t feel comfortable putting all our eggs in one basket.
5. This is pretty much what Paul saw in Athens at the Areopagus in Acts 17.
B. When man puts his trust in the Word of God, He will change.
1. Abraham trusted the Word of God and left his Home, his family, his father’s house.

a. He was willing to even rid himself of a son by sacrifice because of that Trust.
b. Trust in the Word Changes a man.

2. Consider Moses, the man who begged God choose anyone but Him.

a. Later in front of Israel, he calls out “Whoever is for the Lord, Come to me!”
b. His Trust in God’s Word changed Him.

3. Think once more about the Jews on Pentacost.

a. They Hear and Believe.
b. They know they are guilty of killing the Word of God.
c. They know he is living and has all authority
· They ask, What Shall We Do! – They are scared to death.
d. Peter tells them Repent and Be baptized.
· They are on it - They continue in the apostles teaching.
· They Change because they Trust in the Word.
4. How about Onesimus in the Book of Philemon 
a. “who once was unprofitable to thee, but now is profitable to thee and to me:”
· “beloved brother”
b. Trusting in the Word Changed Onesimus.
C. Salvation Demands We Put our Trust in the Word of God.

1. Testimony of this fact:

a. John 14:6 – I am the truth, the way, and the life, no one come to the Father but by me.
b. Joh 6:68 - Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,
c. Psa 119:105  - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
2. God’s Word is Trustworthy
a. Is. 40:8 – The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our Lord will stand forever.
b. Pro 30:5 - Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
3. What is Trust By Itself though?  Many people proclaim their Trust.

a. Yet, they do not Respect the Word of God.
b. Parable of the Sower - Luke 8:4-15
· Falls by the Wayside – Hear and don’t Respect Word of God.

· Rocky Soil – Receive and Believe – But Don’t Respect for they fall away.

· Thorns – Hear, Believe, Trust – Lack Respect for the Word to stay away from World.

· Too many other things were more important than the Word.

. Work, Trips, Leisure Time, Sports, even Family.

· Falls on good Soil – These folk are the ones whom we will examine Lastly.
4. Remember this:  You Trust in the Word or you put yourself above it.
D. Taken with All Other Elements Obedience Shows Respect to the Word of God
1.  2 Chron. 34:29-33 (Read vs. 18-19 Previously) – Book of Law Found - Josiah 
a. He has heard, believed…

b. Now He shares the Word with the People.

c. He makes a covenant of Obedience
· He Walked it, Removed the Sinfulness, and he Respected the Word of God.

· There was no question of His Respect.

· He and All there walked in Obedience till His Death. 

d. Psa 4:5 - Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And put your trust in Jehovah.
2. Many people claim to trust in Jesus, but do they?
a. Do you see an unwavering walk in all that they do?

· That is Respecting the Word of God!
b. Don’t Just tell me how to serve the Word, 

· Show me! - James 2:20-26
3. What Would You Do If your Child Called you a Liar?
a. When we do not Obey God, we are calling Him a Liar.  
· You can’t do a thing about my Disobedience.  And I don’t Respect you.
IV. Christians Ought to Be Zealous in their Respect for the Word

A. The Word of Our Salvation is Directly from God.
1. By Definition it is all God Breathed. 2 Tim. 3:16
2. It is Truth. John 17:17
3. It controls wind and Sea – Mark 4:39
4. How Many Things Do You Have that are from Heaven?
a.  All that we see is earthly.
· My car – earthly

· My clothes - earthly

· My Fishing Poles – Earthly

· My Wife – Heavenly – but from earth.

b. The Words of God are directly from Heaven

· There is nothing like them!

· There is nothing as valuable as them.

· Luk 12:34 - For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
· If your heart is in it, your trust and Obedience will be in it!
c. Some people get crazy about having a piece of meteorite!

· It is from out of this “world”.

· The Word of God is from Above and Beyond this World and is everlasting!

· If you let it rule in your heart instead of sitting on your dresser, you will see God!
B. Do You Display a Hunger and Zeal for the Word of God?
1. Mat 5:6  - Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
2. Luk 11:28 - But he said, "Blessed rather are those who hear the Word of God and keep it!"
3. Luke 6:46 - "Why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I say?"
4. Hosea 4:6  - “My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the Law of your God, I will also ignore your children.” 
V. A Final Word on Respecting the Authority of the Word of God
A. The Word Encompasses All the Authority of God, because The Word Is God.
1. Jesus said: “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth.”  Mt. 28:18
2. By His Word We will be Judged:

a. Jn 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.
3. His Word Will Outlast the World:
a. Luke 21:33 – “Heaven and Earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away”
4. It Is The Word We Should Respect Above All Things:
a. Mat 10:28 - And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
5. When we Determine to serve God in our Way, it is no longer His Way.
Respecting The Word to our Salvation is as simple as HEAR, BELIEVE, TRUST, OBEY
The Word is Christ Jesus, Serve Him, Serve Him Only
