Rechabites
I. Introduction

A. Israel neglected her spiritual responsibilities. Rechabites faithfully obeyed God's commands. 

II. Meet the Rechabites

A. Who Were the Rechabites? 
1. Come from the Kenites – 1 Ch. 2:54-55
a. They received their name from Rechab.

b. Kenites entered land of Canaan with Israel – (Judges 1:16)
· They were descendants of Moses Father in Law

· Moses Father in Law was Kenite of the Midianites. (Num. 10:29)
· He was a priest of the Midianites – (Ex. 2:16-21)
2. Numbers 10:29-33 – Moses desired Kenites to go with them to Canaan (Location Mt. Sinai)
a. There were different Kenites of Canaan that were destroyed by command of God. 

· These were included in the Land promise to Abraham - Gen. 15:18-21
· Is it possible they were of the same line?  Yes, those coming with Israel were protected.
B. Location of the Rechabites 
1. They lived in the wilderness of the Tribe of Judah. (Judges 1:16)

a. There are reports today of Rechabites in Arabia, Yemen, and parts of the middle east.

C. What was their Lifestyle?
1. Some traditions believe they intermarried with Levites.

a. They lived as Nomads, in tents, lived off the land, and would not touch Alcoholic wine.
2. Rechab had a son named Jehonadab
a. Introduction of  Jehonadab with Context of Jehu
b. 2 Kings 9 – Jehu annointed king of Israel by prophet by command of Elisha.

· He assasinates King Joram of Israel and King Ahaziah of Judah.
· He assasinates Jezebel.
c. 2 Kings 10:1-11 - He takes out Ahab’s House.
d. 2 Kings 10:12-28  – Introduces Jehonadab
· Jehonadab – was not an idol worshiper, he stood on the side of God.

· His Character is what formed the lifestyle of the Rechabites.
· The Rechabites actions were based on command of the son of their father.
III. Who are Christians, where do they dwell, where do they get their lifestyle.
A. Our Origin is from God

1. He made us in His Image - Gen. 1:27
2. Ecc 7:29 - Behold, this only have I found: that God made man upright;
3. Eze 28:15 - Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till unrighteousness was found in thee. (King of Tyre)
4. Ps. 106:37-38 - Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto demons, And shed innocent blood, Even the blood of their sons and of their daughters,
5. Deu 1:39 - Moreover your little ones, that ye said should be a prey, and your children, that this day have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it.
B. Our Location is throughout the earth
1. Fill the earth and Multiply – Gen. 1:28
2. We dwell everywhere and are of all nations – Rev. 7:9
C. How is our lifestyle developed?
1. Joh 15:10 - If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
2. Acts 5:29 - But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men.
3. As the Rechabites, our lifestyle should be in the steps of the Son from the Father.
IV. Time of Trial From God.
A. Jer. 35:1-5 - Jeremiah Calls the Rechabites
1. They must come to Jerusalem because of Nebuchadnezzar.

a. They are strangers and pilgrims in this city.

2. They are brought before Jeremiah

B. Response of Rechabites

1. Jer. 35:6-11
a. The Rechabites Remain Faithful to the Son of their Father.

V. Time of Trial From God.

A. Men of all times have been tried of God.

1. But what about James 1:13
a. The useage of the word Pierazo in context is “To entice to sin”.  (Coffman)

· God has never encouraged anyone to sin.

· He does use difficult moments to develop our faith by our rebutting sin.

· In fact, 2 Pet. 2:9
b. As a similar case consider the hardening of Pharoah’s heart Ex. 7:3
· God does not encourage anyone to sin 
· Ex. 8:15 tells us Pharoah hardened his own heart.
· God often lets man have the consequences of what he desires.

· Consequently, God gives them, permits them, to do what they will.

· This is what Pharoah did.  This is what man does when they give in to temptation.

· They are giving into their own lusts. – James 1:14
2. Abraham

a. Genesis 22:1
3. Peter points out to Christians all over Asia, they will be tried and why.
a. I Pet. 1:1-9 –
b. I Pet. 4:12-14
4. Paul Points out Trial works endurance

a. Romans 5:1-3 - Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom also we have had our access by faith into this grace wherein we stand; and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we also rejoice in our tribulations: knowing that tribulation worketh stedfastness;
5. Like the rechabites:  1Pe 2:11-12 -  Beloved, I beseech you as sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; having your behavior seemly among the Gentiles; that, wherein they speak against you as evil-doers, they may by your good works, which they behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.
B. Our Response – We have a choice like the Rechabites and each of us choose what it is.
1. Jer 6:16 - Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls: but they said, We will not walk therein.
2. Jos 24:15 - And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.
3. Titus 1:15-16  - To the pure all things are pure: but to them that are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess that they know God; but by their works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.
4. 1 Jn 2:23 - Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: he that confesseth the Son hath the Father also.
VII.  The Reward – To the Rechabites
A. To the Rechabites
1. Jeremiah 12-19
a. They would be given life to stand before God Always.
B. To Christians

1. Jud 1:20-21 -  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
2. 1 Jn 5:20 - And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.
3. Rev 7:9  After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which no man could number, out of every nation and of all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, and palms in their hands; and they cry with a great voice, saying, Salvation unto our God who sitteth on the throne, and unto the Lamb.
VIII. Key Points 
A. Obedience to the Commands
B. Reverence (Honor) to their Father
C. Commitment in the face of Trial
IX. Summary
A. We are made in God’s Image

1. He has made us to be Pilgrims in a foreign land
2. He has given us a lifestyle of purity and holiness
B. We are Going to be Tried to See if We are:
1. Obedient, reverent, and committed

C. Our Response will Determine:

1. If we stand before God eternally

2. If we have all manner of disaster brought upon us eternally.
What About You?

