PSALM 43

I. Introduction – Joy of Hearing God’s Word.

II. Do I want to be Judged?

A. Ps. 43:1 -  "Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: Oh deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.
1. To Be Judged here means to determine whether or not you have done wrong or not.

a. The writer believes he does not belong with those who are doing wrong.

b. He desire something better than the lustful pleasures of life that are set before him.

· Phil. 4:8 – Finally brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.
· Heb. 11:6 -  But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he hath prepared for them a city.
2. If you could pick anyone to judge your life, who would you pick?

a. Mom or Dad? (They have made mistakes judging me before!  They would blow up!)

b. Best Friend? (Willing overlook faults?  How will I Improve?)

c. Stranger? (Doesn’t know you – knee jerk reaction!  Prejudices and leanings.)

d. Someone who did not like you at all?  (Can’t trust them!  They want to see me punished!)

e. God? 
· God is Just - Rev. 15:3, Duet. 32:3-4
· God is loving and Patient - John 3:16, 2 Pet. 3:9
· God Knows All - I John 3:18-20, Rom. 8:27, Acts 15:7-8, Job. 34:21
3. How does God Judge me today?
a. Rom. 2:16, John 12:48

b. This is how we prepare for judgement!
· Eph 6:15 - And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;
c. Thus, we can be confident in the day of the Judgement.
· I John 4:16-17
4. Do I want to be Judged? – On the day of Judgement, I hope you do!
III. Why Do the Righteous Suffer?

A. Ps. 43:2 - For thou art the God of my strength; why hast thou cast me off?  Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?"
B. Where did God Go that I am now suffering? I Kings 19:1-18
1. Option 1 - Maybe God isn’t Gone – Elijah – (Triumph Before Israel in chp. 18)

a. Mt. Carmel, rests, then to Mt. Horeb.

b. Elijah was hiding in a cave – Couldn’t bring back  Israel to Faith. (vs. 4)

c. Elijah believed he was only one serving God Left

d. There were 7000 who had not bowed to a false God.

e. Still, God is not identified by physical numbers.

2. Option 2 - Maybe He is gone – Is. 59:1-2 – We Cast off God.
a. I Pet. 4:14-16

C. Why do men Suffer?  Ehrdman – Philosopher – Author of “Lost Christianity”, “Misquoting Jesus”, “How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Questions”.
1. Ehrdman – “Prophets said suffering is a punishment for sin” – Consequences of our actions
a. Sometimes this is True

· Adam and Eve – Gen. 3:17-19
· Israel – Ex. 19:5 – “… If you will indeed obey my voice

b. Sometimes this is not true

· Job’s Friends – Job 42:17
c. Ultimately, in spiritual context, this concept is true.

· 2 Thess 1:5-10

d. Is it Biblical Contradiction?  No

2. Ehrdman – Ecclesiastes -“suffering is the nature of things.. accept it” - Consequences of other Actions
a. This wasn’t so in the Beginning

· Sin brought about death

· Following flood – Fear and terror by animals of man  - Gen. 9
· Flood also led about to weather and geographical changes.

· Sins at Babel led to scattering of men and languages

· John 15:19 – to disciples – Christ’s life leads the worldly to hate.

b. Because we are subject to the consequence of others actions… BE AWARE

· I Cor. 15:33 – Bad Company Corrupts Good Morals
c. Is this Biblical Contradiction?  No!

3. Ehrdman – From Job “Suffering is a test and beyond comprehension” – An Uncomprehensable Test
a. Job – Never finds out why.  Sometimes this is true.  Sometimes it is not.

b. Exodus 20:20 – Testing to bring about fear.
c. 1 Pet 1:6-7 - Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:   (James 1:13-14) – Creates Endurance
d. Psa 26:2 - Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind. - Desired
e. Is this Biblical Contradiction?  No!
IV. What is Truth? 
A. Ps. 43:3 - "Oh send out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me: Let them bring me to thy holy hill, and to thy dwellings.

1. Joh 18:38 - Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?...
a. So What is Truth?
b. Does it change?
· Ex. There is a PG movie out with swear words in it.  Should we listen to it?

· 1Pe 3:10 - For, He that would love life, And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips that they speak no guile:
· Eph 4:29 - Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear.
· We know answer, but Mom and Dad are adults.  Is it ok for them to listen to it?
· Phil. 4:8

c. 2001- 22% of Americans believe that Absolute Moral Truth Exists.  

d. Less than six out of ten [Parents at church] took such a position."
2. Again, What is Truth?

· Joh 17:17  - Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth.  (Jesus about Disciples)
· Psa 119:105 - Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path.
B. Look at Jesus and Truth

1. Joh 9:5 - When I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
2. John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
3. John 8:32 – Ye Shall Know the Truth and the Truth Shall Set you Free
4. Joh 14:6 - Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me.
V. Why Do We Praise God?

A. Ps. 43:4 - Then will I go unto the altar of God, Unto God my exceeding joy; And upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God." 

1. God created Everything

a. He Created the Universe  Heb. 11:3
b. He gave physical life to man – Genesis
2. The time spent studying Creation demonstrates how caring God was to create an environment in which we live.
3. God Loves Us

a. He gave his son we all could have Eternal Life! – John 3:16
b. This love calls us to bow down in spirit and bring forth our praises.
VI. What Should We Do When We are in Trouble?

A. Ps. 43:5 - "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him, Who is the help of my countenance, and my God." 

B. Examples

1. Peter – Denied Jesus 3 times.  He turned to Him.
2. Paul / Silas /and Jailor and household in Philippi – Acts 16:22-33
3. Jesus – Let this Cup Pass From Me – Garden of Gethsemane
VII. Invitation
