Psalm 139
I) Introduction 
A) Some Questions:

1) What do Atheists believe about the existence of God?

(a) No such being

2) Why do they say Christians believe in God?

(a) “Christianity is a crutch for weak people.”

3) As a bystander, which would you prefer?  

(a) No God, thus no eternal consequences for your actions.

· No demands of your behavior in this life.

(b) The God of the Bible, who establishes if you do not obey, you will be punished.
· Rom 2:8-9 - but unto them that are factious, and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, shall be wrath and indignation, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that worketh evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Greek;
· This makes man afraid!  Man doesn’t want to face a God like this.

· A completely Good God will not exist with disobedience.

4) Man has followed doctrines like Athiesm out of fear of God and desire for their own lusts.
(a) If man says God doesn’t exist, he can act as if he doesn’t exist.

5) Even those who are in the Church of Christ or who claim religion have followed similar paths.

(a) They may not denounce God, but they develop ungodly believes like:

· God will save me no matter what I do.

· God wants me to be happy on this earth.

· God will save those who are “good”.
· God does not want me to be legalistic.

· Man would rather face a God like this, than the God of the Bible.

(b) Beliefs such as these have resulted in all manner of straying from the Gospel.

· They are based on emotion and not scripture.
6) Why do these atheistic and false religious beliefs happen?

(a) They come from an ungodly fear of God and Personal Lust.
7) Psalm 139 Presents Critical Truths Regarding the Relationship between Man and God.

(a) They give insight to the actions of Sinful and Godly man alike.

II) The First 3 Critical Truths Can Create Fear in the Sinful Man
A) Vs. 1-4 - God Knows Us. 
1) For all men:
(a) He knows our actions – when we sit and stand.

(b) He knows what we think

(c) He knows where we travel and where we rest
(d) He knows what we are going to say before we say it

(e) He knows all the things we do

2) For the sinful man:

(a) These truths represent violation and something of which to be afraid.

· Ex. Man is generally protective of their thoughts and actions – especially their sins.

· The idea that someone sees all of them and is going to judge them for it is scary.

· 2 Cor. 5:10
· The reaction therefore is rejection in complete or whole of the God of the Bible.

3) For the Godly man:

(a) These truths represent great comfort.

(b) Because the Lord knows us, He knows our needs also. 
· (Mt. 6:25-34) - he takes care for the birds of the world and we are much more to Him. 
(c) Ex. To us God knowing us is similar to how we know our children.

· We can see when they are sleepy.

· We can see when they are getting sick.

· We can tell when they need our attention.
· We can see when they like or dislike something.

· We can tell when they need our help.
(d) Because of His knowledge, he can completely care for us.

B) Vs. 5-12 - We Cannot Hide from God, He is everywhere.
1) For all men:

(a) His hand is truly everywhere we go.

(b) On the moon or among the stars.

(c) In death

(d) The earliest part of the morning and the deeps of the sea.

(e) In light or dark.

(f) In all of this God’s hand says “Follow Me!”

(g) Rom 1:20 - For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity; that they may be without excuse:
2) For the sinful man:  It is a feeling of inability to escape.
(a) Ex. Adam and Eve – tried to hide.

· “…be sure your sin will find you out.”
3) For the Godly man:

(a) We know that since he is always there, we can talk to Him about all. 
(b) With our physical family, our shame often keeps us from revealing our sins. 
(c) Yet, God already sees and knows and is ready to help.

· Isa 59:1 - Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
C) Vs. 13-16 - God is the Creator of All
1) For all men:

(a) Vs. 13 – God made us in the womb of woman

(b) Vs. 15 – Is figurative language again for the womb of woman

· Vs. 13 Establishes the fact, Vs. 15 says the fact was not hidden.

(c) He is our Creator. It is he who brought us into the world. It is he who had set our days. 
· He knows how we tick. He has made our user manual. Should we not follow His plan?

2) For sinful man: 

(a) It means if were created by Intelligent life, we can be destroyed by it.

(b) It destroys the idea that we are the most advanced form of life.

3) For Godly man:

(a) We see he has control so we don’t have to have it.

(b) We can rest assured that all things are as they should be.

(c) I cannot answer the questions God asked of Job, but God can.

III) The Final Three Critical Truths Set Our Path for Life

A) Vs. 17-18 - To know God Should Be Our Desire.
1) The Bible holds bits and pieces of who our God is.  They are His mind in print.
2) Each bit of knowledge should be a sweet taste to our souls.
(a) Mat 4:4 - But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
(b) I Cor. 2:2 – “For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”
(c) Mt. 7:24-27 – Establishes Victory for those who act on His Words.
3) We Should Strive to know God.

B) Vs. 19-22 - Anyone against God, We Should Care not to be a Part.
1) “Bad company corrupts good morals”, “If God be with us, who can be against us?” 
2) Rom 12:19 - Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God: for it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord.
3) If nothing else, the book of Revelation should clearly establish whose side we want to be on.

4) Josh 24:15 - And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.
5) We should Strive to know God and Strive to be on His side.
C) Vs. 23-24 - God will Test and We Should Follow His Word in These Tests
1) Do We Want God to Search and Try us?

(a) At first our answer may be NO!  Who wants to go through trials?

(b) Christ told the Apostles about their response to trials:

· Luk 21:19 - By your endurance you will gain your lives.
· Rom 5:3-5 -  More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. – Here are men looking forward to the trials.
2) Life is our great testing ground. 
(a) Jas 1:12 - Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
(b) 1Pe 4:12-13 - Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.
3) Our decisions and responses to those tests tell the world and God who we are going to follow. 

(a) Jn 6:68 - Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life,
4) We should strive to know God, be on his side, and follow his Word in trial leading to eternal life.

IV) Closing

A) Mankind Fears the God of the Bible

1) Man’s fear does not lead them to obey, it is not a Godly fear.

2) They run when they hear God knows all, is everywhere, and Created them…

(a) Christians embrace a God whose hand created us in his image and is always there to help.
B) God Has prepared us a path for Eternal life

1) We are to come to know our God.

2) Stand by His side.

3) And endure all trials knowing he is perfecting us.

C) This is the message of Psalm 139

