1.  Important Lessons From a Postage Stamp
I. INTRODUCTION:
a) Jesus used many things around Him to teach truths.

b) Much of his recorded teaching was done in parables.

· "Parable" -- "Comparison between a familiar fact and a spiritual truth. 

1. "The Pearl of Great Price" -- Matt. 13:45-46.
· "The seed" being sown in the hearts of men.
c) Jesus often used common objects to teach his lessons, such as the lost sheep and lost coin in Luke 15.
2. There are lessons we can learn form a postage stamp.
II. DISCUSSION:
2. Postage stamps were made, they did not "just happen."
· Ex. No Big Bang, No Mystic Ooze Stamps...
a) Postage stamps are intelligently made, with a design.
· Ex. Pts., Corners, Blocks, Silks, First Day Covers
b) Man is intelligently made with a design – Genesis 2:7, Psalm 139:13–18, Heb. 3:4

3. Postage stamps often bear the image of Great Men and Women.
a) Examples: George Washington, Abraham Lincoln etc. (picture) 

b) Man is made in the image of God, in the likeness of his creator – Gen. 1:26-27, 2 Cor. 3:18
· Ex. We Are God’s postage Stamps

a) Stamps Are Made, Governed, Controlled By Authority:

· The Law regulates the use of postage stamps.

· Law sets the amount, weight, zone, etc.

· Ignore the regulations, letter will not reach destination.
b) Ex.  place a two-cent stamp on first class letter (37c).

c)  Man must be governed by Divine authority.

d) Matt. 28:18-20; Heb. 5:8-9.

4. Postage stamps are of various values/abilities
a) Some stamps are one cent, etc., but each does what it is intended to do.
b) Our talents differ. But we must each do what we can – Mk 14:3-8,  1 Cor. 12:22,23,
a) Ex. Grandma pies, teens approaching those I cannot.

5. Postage stamps are not hindered by their ragged edges.
b) Stamps may be ragged, but they reach their destination just the same.  Ex. Bikers for Jesus, Grandpa – fisherman, Children (we can learn from them).  Walking man.

c) Our "ragged edges" ought not keep us from serving God

· Physically, too tall, short, fat, skinny, bald, disabled, ugly, scarred, black-eyed etc.

d) Spiritually, we all stumble and fall – Like put forehead on bat game.

e) II Corinthians 8:1-5; Jm. 2:1-5  
6. Postage stamps cooperate, work together.
a) Bill mentioned increase after the first of year, many will be adding 1cent stamps to letters.
b) Christians are to cooperate with one another – John 17:20-22, I Cor. 1:10, 1 Cor. 12:22-27

7. Postage stamps will work at a number of places.
a) Postage stamps can be placed on small or large envelopes, packages, etc.
b) Christians are to work wherever we are – Romans 1:14-16.
Ex. We can accomplish a lot working together.

a) Stamp Of No Benefit Until It Is "Licked":  (Now use sticky on back)

b) Man usually gets "licked" before he is of much value.

c) Paul was an "empty vessel," before obeying Christ.

d) This "LICKING" comes in various forms: poverty, loss of loved one, sickness, trials, pain – lots of pain,  in the realization that we are sinners, and need the Lord's help.

e) Hardships are good for us---teaches endurance. 2 Tim. 2:1-10

8. Postage stamps must be purchased before they can be used.
a) Stamps are of no use until obtained.
b) Christians are purchased by the blood of Christ – Acts 20:28, I Corinthians 6:16-20.
c) Stamp is not ready to go until first cancelled out.

d) Old life of sin must be cancelled out, blotted out – Acts 3:19
9. Postage stamps persevere until they reach their destination.
Many stamps have traveled around the world.
Christians are to continue working until we reach our destination 

· Matt. 10:16-23, James 5:11.
· Stamps work until they reach their destination. Ever try to remove stamp from a letter?

· 1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10.
Have your sins been cancelled out?  Are you ready to persevere to you reach your destination?

Are you Prepared for the great and notable day of the judgement?

Wil you come?
