The God Of The Plumbline

(Amos 7:7-9)
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Amos 7:7-9

1. This is the third of five visions Amos saw concerning the judgment of God against Israel. 

2. In this vision Amos sees the Lord standing on a wall - with a plumbline in His hand

What is a plumbline? String, weight.

Why does he have a plumbline?

a. Determines what vertical is – gravity.

b. Considered to be a perfect vertical standard. 

· Used to verify sound Construction in building

· Used to reveal defects for destruction

3. Israel had been built by the plumbline of the Lord - His Law - the principles of right 

4. Using the plumbline God is going to show:

· How far out of line the nation of Israel had become, 

· how far it was from being upright, 

· how completely crooked and unbalanced Israel had become. 

B. The Bible elsewhere emphasizes the importance of straight and solid surfaces 

1. Matthew 7:24-27
a. A foundation must be firm and stable

b. As the foundation sags and moves, so does the structure 

c. Firm foundation comes as we “hear” and “do” the commands of God

2. “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11)

a. Our foundation will never sag or crack if we build on Jesus - He is the “Chief Cornerstone”
b. Christ is the point from which we are to plumb.

c. We have the perfect foundation on which to build, 

· But how are we going to build?

· Will our structure be plumb or out of plumb?

C. With Amos 7:7-9 in mind, notice some ways in which the Almighty is “The God of the Plumbline” 

DISCUSSION – 3 Points Regarding God’s Plumbline

A. God Expects Every Wall To Be Built By His Plumbline

(We Must Use God’s Measurement Tool)

1. Our decisions and actions, build a wall of character
a. Consciously, or not, we are building by some standard 

1) Standards by which many build:
2) The standard  of pleasure (Lk. 12:13-21) – 6 I’d Man.

3) The standard of popular opinion – Maurice Clarett Opinion Poll.
a) Israel when Moses was on Sinai – Ex. 32:1-9
b) The Crowd in front of Pilate – John 18:39-40 – Release Barabus!
4) Noah is a good example of not following the popular opinion 

5) The standard  of certain prejudices (changes views because family is involved)

a) Sanhedrin was set up to avoid this

b) Well dressed man – James 2:1-4
c) Luke 19 – Zaccheus and Jesus 
6) Many others standards could be made: Wealth, Environmentalism, hair cuts, Wrong handedness, etc.

· The only straight and true wall of character occurs when we use God’s standard 
2. The plumbline – God’s measurement tool, used to build, is His Word - Jesus Christ  - His “Plumbline of Truth”-– Written Down for us in the Bible.
a. All our thoughts and actions must be measured by God’s word. Not man’s opinions, not man’s wants  but by God’s Plumbline 
b. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - God’s word is profitable. Why?

1) It provides us the ability to mature - in line with the plumbline 
1) Hebrews 2:1-3 - God has given us the perfect standard to build our wall of character
2) We cannot escape the “Inspector” if we are not building according to the proper code/standard. 

c. 1 Peter 4:11 - We must build our wall of character after God’s words - not man’s

1) Don’t stray away from God’s plumbline 

2) Remember … 

· Proverbs 14:12 - There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
d. The reason there is so much confusion in religion and morality is that people have failed to recognize the one perfect standard - God’s Plumbline – Jesus Christ.

1) James 1:22-25 - look into the mirror of scripture and walk away forgetting the face of Christ.

· Many have questioned the absoluteness/finality of Biblical Commands.

- “Does it really mean that?” – Homosexuality – Unleavened bread, fruit of vine.
· What would you think of a mason building a wall and seeing that the wall does not line up with the plumbline, just shrugs it off and walk away?

· The same casual attitude is often taken toward the Scriptures.

God’s Plumbline is A Measure of Truth We Must Use
B.  God Judges Everything By the Exact Standard of the Plumbline
(God’s plumbline – Jesus - is an all in one Judgement Tool)

Ex. I Love All in One Tools!  My old pocketknife – Matches, thermometer, fishing line, saw, fishing hooks, paper, pencil, canopener, compass, screwdriver, …. Oh.. and at least one knife!
1. The plumbline is used in the Scriptures as an illustration of the All in One Judgement Tool

a. Isaiah 28:16-17
1) The force of the text must not be missed

2) The plumbline always hangs straight, and we are going to be judged by the plumbline

b. When a mason finds his wall out of plumb, he does not discard the plumbline - he adjusts the wall!

· We should not discard God’s standard, but align ourselves to it

2. The judgment of God is always according to truth 

a. Romans 2:2  “the judgement of God rightly falls up on those who practice such things” (sinfulness)
b. This truth is revealed in the Bible: 

1) John 12:48 - He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
2) Revelation 20:12 - And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
3. There will be no partiality in the judgment, “For there is no respect of persons with God” (Rom. 2:11).

4. God will never read the measurements incorrectly 

a. Galatians 6:7-8 – Reap and Sow.

If we are not in line with God’s plumbline - we will be Judged accordingly.
C. We Should Test By The Plumbline As We Build Our Wall of Character
1. Foolish for a mason to wait until he finishes the wall to check to see if it is plumb

2. Foolish for us to build our wall of character and never check God’s Plumbline along the way 

3. 2 Corinthians 13:4-5
a. Examine yourself

b. Are you out of plumb?

c. Are we measuring up to the standard? 

4. 1 Corinthians 9:26-27
a. Bring our bodies into the subjection of the plumbline

b. If we stray away - bring ourselves back in line 

5. 2 Timothy 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
a. Study to make sure we are in line

We Need To Keep Checking Ourselves Through Study
II. CONCLUSION

A. In every field of human interest the necessity of a standard is recognized

1. In Sports there are rules

2. In science there are exact systems of weights and measurements

3. The carpenter has his rule and level

4. The mason has his plumbline 

B. All need to realize that no one can succeed spiritually with constant use of the plumbline of God!

There is a standard for becoming a Christian. 

There is a standard of repentance for those already Christians.
