Philippians Chapter 2

I. Introduction
A. Review Intro and Chap 1
1. This letter was written by Paul to the Philippians.

2. Date is approx. 61-62 A.D.

3. One of the four prison epistles: Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon.

4. Philippi is a Roman Colony founded because of its Gold Mines.

5. Theme Joy

a. Joyful about Past, Present, Future for Philippians

b. Joyful about opportunities for the Word in Prison

c. Declares it is a privilege for all to suffer in Christ.

II. Philippians 2

A. Vs. 1-4 - Do not Dwell on Self 
1. For the reason of Vs. 1 do Vs. 2.

a. Eph. 4:4-6
2. Focus on Oneness, Unity, Others, Service

a. Vs. 4 – Puts us out of our comfort zone.

B. Vs. 5-8 - Christ Dwelt on Humility, Service 
1. Christ, though God, took the position to serve.
2. The Philippians, should take a position of service.

3. Christ’s service, humility, and obedience

4. Note: “Form of God” – Morph(ay) appearance is True Revelation of object itself. (John Knight).
5. Note:  Emptied – not of diety, but of his glory.
6. Note:  Obedient to death, for most of us it is a given.  It was not for Christ.

C. Vs. 9-11 - Result of Service

1. God establishes the Title Lord to Jesus.

2. All Bow “in His name” – that is by His Authority.

D. Vs. 12-18 - Work out Your Salvation 
1. Vs. 12-13 - How? Fear and Trembling – Why? You are working for God’s Will!

a. Just as Christ worked His will, the Philippians are commanded to do the same.

2. Vs. 14-15 – Be representatives of Christ!
a. How can we work God’s will and be representatives?  Hold to the Word!

3. Paul did not want his effots to be vain.

a. (Remember Gal. 4:11, I Cor. 9:26-27) – same concerns.
4. Vs. 16 - Paul wanted to glory over their success!

a. He says even if his efforts  were as a minimal addition to their life sacrifice, he rejoices.

b. He desired their rejoicing over his success as well.
E. Vs. 19-30 – Paul Sending Timothy and Epaphroditus
1. Paul Hoping to send Timothy for more knowledge of Philippians

2. Paul believed he would be released.

3. He sent Epaphroditus with this letter to aid rejoicing and comfort. (They had sent him - 4:18)
a. Epaphroditus risked life to complete what was deficient (vs.30).  
· Not a knock on Philipians in saying, they provided the whole including a man to whom was sure Paul lacked in nothing.

4. Hold men who devote their lives to Christ in High Regard.

III. Philippians 3
A. Verses 1-16 – Paul Encourages the Philippians to Beware of their Salvation
1. “Finally” – Paul catches his breath in the middle of the letter.
2. Vs. 1- Though he has told them before, Paul encourages them to hold to the faith.

a. Mt. 10:16 – “Be shrewd as serpents, as innocent as doves.”
b. Warns them of Judaizers – Dogs (Ps. 22:16, Is. 56:9-11, Mt. 7:6)
3. Vs. 3-4 – Paul negates the Genetic blessings of being a Jew to Blessings of Being in Christ.
a. This was done in opposition to those Jews who claimed superiority.

b. Paul pointed out he was all those things, but they weren’t superior.

c. Rom. 2:28-29 – True circumcision
4. Vs. 6 – “Blameless” – Not found to have violated the Law of Moses.

5. Vs. 7-8 – Christ is more important than earthly gain or pedigree.
6. Vs. 9-11 – Righteousness comes from the faith of Christ, not man’s righteousness.

a. The only way man is made righteous is because Christ was obedient to the Cross.

b. It is this which allows the relationship to be formed.

c. It is this which allows us to be resurrected.

7. Vs. 12-16 – “It” refers to a life of righteousness.  

a. Paul stresses this is something we strive toward.

b. Vs. 15 – “God will reveal it to you” - Those who seek will find.

B. Vs. 17-21 – Walk according to the Pattern of Godliness
1. I Cor. 4:16, Eph. 5:1, Phil. 4:9
a. “Us” – those who walk in godliness.
2. Vs. 18 – Some do not walk in a godly manner.
a. Don’t behave like them.

3. Vs. 20 - Citizenship is in heaven.  Remember this is a Roman Colony.

a. Earthly rights and citizenship was from Rome.

b. Heb. 13:14
4. Vs. 21 - I Cor. 15:50-54
IV. Philippians Chapter 4
A. Conclusion of Chapter 3 seen in 4:1 
1. ENDURE!
2. My Crown – Joy of seeing efforts not be vain.
B. Vs. 2-3 - Encouragement – Paul encourages Many
1. Eudia / Syntche – had some dispute.
a. Both were working to serve in Christ.
2. This is identified as Clement of Rome (?-101 AD)
a. Actually wrote a letter to the Corinthians later.
3. Fellow workers in Book of Life
C. Vs. 4-7 – Be Joyful!
1. Peace of God – His Word.

2. Mat. 6:25ff

D. With What Should You Fill Your Life?

1. Phil. 4:8-9
E. God Provides

1. The Philippians were a tool of provision by God.
2. Paul had learned to be Content in all circumstances.
3. Vs. 17 – Doing right is a profit to godly men.
F. Closing
1. Caesar’s household – The spreading of the gospel was reaching all places.

