Philippians 1 & 2

How to be Joyful!
Introduction:

· This letter was written by Paul to the Philippians. 

· Date is approx. 61-62 A.D.

· One of the four prison epistles: Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon.

Historically, Philippi was a city made into a Roman colony.  What did this mean?  There were a great many benefits of being a Roman colony.

· Subsidization by Roman Treasury

· Exempt from Taxes

· Free from Provincial Governor’s regulations

· Etc.

· It became a provincial colony due to the retirement of many Roman Military men and families there.

· The population was primarily gentile.  
· Acts 16:12-40 “being jews” vs. 20-21
·  (Albert Barnes) – “Which are not lawful for us to receive” - There were laws of the Roman empire under which they might shield themselves in this charge, though it is evident that their zeal was; not because they loved the laws more, but because they loved Christianity less. Thus, Servius on Virgil, Aeneid, viii. 187, says, “care was taken among the Athenians and the Romans that no one should introduce new religions. It was on this account that Socrates was condemned, and the Chaldeans or Jews were banished from the city.” Cicero (“DeLegibus,” ii. 8) says, “No person shall have any separate gods, or new ones; nor shall he privately worship any strange gods, unless they be publicly allowed.” Wetstein (in loco) says, “The Romans would indeed allow foreigners to worship their own god, but not unless it were done secretly, so that the Worship of foreign gods would not interfere with the allowed worship of the Romans, and so that occasion for dissension and controversy might be avoided. Neither was it lawful among the Romans to recommend a new religion to the citizens, contrary to what was confirmed and established by the public authority, and to call off the people from that. It was on this account that there was such a hatred of the Romans against the Jews” (Kuinoel). Tertullian says that “there was a decree that no god should be consecrated unless approved by the senate” (Grotius). 
· I Thess. 2:2

Central Theme: Joy.  Form of this word used at least 14 times in this short letter.

Philippians Chapter 1

Verses 1-2 - Paul opens the letter to the Christians in Philippi.

Paul focuses on the Philippians past, present, and future.

Verses 3-5 Past: Joy and Thankfulness.

Verses 6-8 Present: Optimism, growth, love, unity.

Verses 9-11 Future: Desire for growth in love, knowledge, wisdom, filling with righteousness.

Verses 12-20 Paul’s Time in Prison
What is Paul’s Reaction to being in prison?

Eph 5:16 - redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

He could have whined and complained!

What do we whine and complain about when it comes to spreading the gospel?

Vs. 12-13 – Situation has furthered the gospel.

Vs. 14 – Why does Paul’s imprisonment give others courage? – (Nero later ends tolerance of Christians)

Vs. 15 – How can you preach gospel from envy and strife? – Desire for popularity/Influence/favors…

Vs. 17 – Why would folks want to cause Paul distress?  How could they?  (Political)

Vs. 18 – Rejoice!

Vs. 19, 20 – What Deliverance is Paul speaking about in Vs. 19?  

Vs. 20 – How would Paul be shamed?
Paul’s Dilemma vs. 21-26
· Have you ever wanted to just keep on working because you loved that service? 
· “I’d like to live here longer than mans allotted days…”  “I’d like to live in Glory”
· Paul lives on in the flesh, why? vs. 24

· Euthanasia

Christian Conduct vs. 27-30
Vs. 29 – Def. Granted: Given the privilege.

· What are we as Christians given the privilege?  The privilege of belief and suffering.

· Is life all roses as christians?

· Is all our suffering because of Christ?

· How much suffering in our lives is of Christ?

· What have we given up for Christ that has caused suffering?

