Philemon
I. INTRODUCTION – BE CAREFUL OF SPECULATION
A. The book of Philemon was written by Paul
1. Written about 62-64 AD
2. Written during Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome along with Colossians, Ephesians, and Philipians.
3. It is delivered by Onesimus as was the letter to the Colossians (Col. 4:9).
B. The book of Philemon is the only private matters letter in the New Testament
1. Letters written to Timothy and Titus were written to individuals, but dealt with whole church
a. The matters in Philemon involve two people, and has lessons for us today.
C. Philemon centers on Paul’s request to Philemon to make use of his servant Onesimus.
1. The letter shows the effect of the gospel regardless of our situation in life.
2. This letter show us responsibility to duty regardless of the consequences.
D. Common Understanding

1. Onesimus is a runaway thief slave of Philemon who coincidently comes into contact with Paul under guard as a prisoner in Rome. This relationship converts Onesimus to Christianity.
2. Problems with this Understanding:
a. Biblical text never tells us Onesimus is a runaway slave.
b. Biblical text never tells us he is a thief.
c. Biblical text never tells us the meeting is by chance.
3. Certain Roman laws regarding slavery are important to our study of Philemon:
a. Roman law gave a slave no right of asylum, but granted him the privilege of making an appeal.
b. Runaway slaves could have been branded with an “FUR” for thief. 
c. They were beaten to death in the presence of other slaves.
d. They were crucified 
e. The alternative of life or death rested solely with Philemon, and slaves were constantly crucified for far lighter offenses than this.
4. If Paul were aware that Onesimus was a runaway slave, he by law could not conceal this.
a. Paul returns Onesimus in this book as a personal matter, not as a legal matter.

b. Remember:  Paul was a prisoner in Rome!  The last place a runaway slave was going to be is near Roman Guards each day.
A. In this epistle we will find:

1. A Christian Man: Philemon (vs. 1-7)
2. A Man Changed: Onesimus (vs. 8-21)
II. A Great Christian Man: Philemon (Beloved) – Of the Church of Collasae.
A. Vs. 1-2 - Philemon was a man of dedication
1. Paul considered Philemon “beloved”.
a. John 13:34-35
b. Here is a relationship that is a mirror of the Church.
2. Paul called him a “fellow-laborer”
a. Psa 62:12 - unto thee, O Lord, belongeth lovingkindness; For thou renderest to every man according to his work.

b. Joh 5:17  But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh even until now, and I work.
c. If we are workers, we will be rewarded, but even more so, we are like Christ!
3. It appears Philemon’s Commitment to Christ Extended to his Family.
a. “Apphia” it is possible was Philemon’s wife, and “Archippus” (a “fellow-soldier”) his son.
· It is speculation, but we draw this by the preceding “your house”.
4. Philemon’s commitment to Christ was shown in opening his home to the church 

a. Remember, church congregations did not have buildings at time (3rd Century)
b. Philemon loved the Lord so much that he was willing to open his house night after night and week after week, for Christians to worship.
c. How many of us would be willing to do this today?
· Many people would be terrified that someone would see their dirty laundry!
B. Vs. 4-7 - Philemon was a testimony of love, faith, and Joy
1. Philemon’s love and faith was so strong Paul thanks God for him – not just now or then, but “always”
a. Whether strong or weak, we need prayer!  Not too strong to pray for!

b. Matthew 5:16 - I know people like this.  We should pray a prayer of thankfulness for them.
· Philemon’s life was an example of love and faith - it was easily seen
· We should be on our toes regarding our actions.
· Ex. School Interrogates, rejects parents religion (Issue: No vaccinations via Religion)

· “Her beliefs are to inconsistent to be sincerely and genuinely held”
· This statement demonstrates the truth in “Faith without works is dead”.
· Would we pass the sincerity test?
2. Vs. 6 - Philemon was one who shared (fellowshipped) his faith in Christ.
a. Paul prayed that Philemon would excel in this area even more
b. Acts 4:19-20 - But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you rather than unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things which we saw and heard.
c. 2 Ti 2:2 - And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
d. 1 Jn 1:3 - that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea, and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ:
C. Point: When we look at Philemon we can see the Blessings of a Christian Life.
1. Fellowship with other dedicated Christians which refreshed them.
2. A positive Christian influence to those with whom we come in contact.

3. Open Doors provided by God to Glorify His Name.
III. Vs. 8-21 - A Man Greatly Changed: Onesimus (Profitable)
A. These verses show us difference Christ makes in a life and how we should receive a new Christian.
B. Vs. 8-9 - Paul wanted to make a special request of Philemon 
1. Based on the type of man Philemon was, Paul believes Philemon will make proper decision.
2. More than mere judgment, Paul believes Philemon will do right because:
a. Paul is an older man in need.
b. Paul is one who has been imprisoned for the sake of the gospel.
3. Paul’s request is as a personal favor to him rather than an Apostolic command.
a. Here is a lesson learned in tact - Colossians 4:6
C. Vs. 10-11 - Onesimus had become a Christian
1. While Paul was in prison he converted Onesimus.
2. Onesimus, a slave, was once useless to Philemon.
3. Now, he was useful to both Paul and Philemon.
4. BREAK – How did Onesimus get to Paul???  - Common View
a. We rely on speculation no matter what, but consider:
· Ex. 54” Plasma flat screen given to us worthless.  Maybe we can do something with it?
· We realize it is a bad chord.
· Quick inexpensive fix.  Do we keep or offer back?

b. Perhaps Philemon just unsatisfied with Philemon’s service.

· Go to Paul and serve him, maybe he can make you a man.

·  He can go and serve Paul without fear of punishment, because he was sent.

· Paul opens Onesimus’ Eyes and he turns out to be a diamond rather than coal. (Obama)

c. This scenario makes much more logical sense to me.
5. Having woken up to the kind of man he could be, Onesimus would indeed be profitable to Philemon.
6. Bigger Point:  No matter how low a person has sunk, no matter how spiritually unprofitable they may have been in the past – they can change all that. 
a. Jesus can change a person and make him or her the most useful person in the world.
b. 2 Cor. 5:17
c. Gal. 3:27-29 – Juan Cruz
D. Vs. 12-14 – Paul Does the Right thing in Sending Onesimus Back
1. Paul knew keeping the Plasma Flat Screen was wrong, he sent it back.

2. We have clear evidence the heart of Onesimus had been truly converted to Christ. 
a. It appears he was willing to go back and be fruitful to Philemon.
b. He was willing to make a situation right.
· Mat 5:23-24 -  If therefore thou art offering thy gift at the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way, first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
3. Onesimus was dear to Paul – he said he is sending a part of his own heart to Philemon.
4. Paul did not want to keep Onesimus and have bad feelings on the part of Philemon.

a. Originally, Philemon was compelled to get rid of Onesimus because he wasn’t cutting it.

· Paul didn’t want to have Onesimus based on this decision.
b. Paul wanted to make certain, and believed, Philmon would freely give something valuable away.
E. Vs. 15-16 - Onesimus was a changed man
1. Paul seems to say here that it may be the providence of God that things worked out as they did
2. What has appeared as a calamity, has worked out for the best. 
a. Ex. Consider Joseph – Gen. 45:5 - “God did send me before you to preserve life”
3. Things may be permitted to happen by God that a benefit might be received
4. Onesimus is no longer just a servant to Philemon or Paul, but a brother.
a. 1Pe 1:6-7 - Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ: - Onesimus had gone through trials to find Christ and Change.
F. Vs. 17-21 - Onesimus was to be received and trusted as much as Paul
1. Paul asks Philemon to receive the formerly worthless slave just as he would receive himself. 
2. If there was any expense from Onesimus past actions, Paul vowed to cover it.
a. He notes his faithfulness having himself being interested enough to convert Philemon.
b. Paul goes the extra mile to help this young Christian. 
c. Are we willing to do the same?
3. Many believe this portion of the text proclaims Onesimus a thief.  Where is that text?
a. If it were the case, Paul would know exactly what was owed Philemon.
4. Point: A very important lesson we need to learn is that no matter how low or base, useless and unprofitable, sinful and derelict one had become – they should not be shunned after getting their life right with the Lord. – Ex. Former Prisoners fail because of no support.  As young Christians do.
G. Vs. 21 - Paul had confidence Philemon would do the right thing – and he would even go the extra mile.
1. May we lead our lives such that our brothers and sisters can count on us to do the same.
IV. CONCLUSION
A. Valuable Lessons
1. We should live lives of dedication obvious to all.
2. We should live lives as grand examples of Faith, Love, and Joy.
3. Our Lives effect others motivation and direction.
4. We should strive to do the right thing, even if it benefits others more than ourselves.

5. No matter what state a man is in Christ can change him for the better.

6. We should receive all new converts warmly an go the extra mile with them, they are our family.

7. Regardless of how grand a Christian example someone is, at one point, they were lost in sin until they found Christ.

B. How about you?  Where do you Stand today?
