SEEING LIFE FROM GOD’S PERSPECTIVE

(from Purpose Drivel Live…er.. Driven Life)
I. Introduction:   

A. How do you view your life?
We all know the cliches people use: 

“Life is like a carousel, sometimes your up, sometimes your down.” 

“Life is like a bowl of cherries, sometimes its sweet, sometimes its just the pits!”

“Life is like a game of cards, you just have play the hand you are dealt!”

1. What metaphor would we use to describe our lives this day?   What is your overall view of life?  Our view of life will affect and determine our expectations, values, relationships, goals and our priorities, how we spend our money, how we spend our time, what relationships we develop, how, and for what, we are educated, etc.

You may be pursuing a faulty view of life this morning and you are not even aware of it!

In order for us to fulfill the life purpose God has for us, we must view our lives the way that God views them. We must avoid the message, “everything is about me” that the world has pushed us into.

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. — Romans 12:2
WHAT SHOULD OUR VIEW OF LIFE BE?
2. Three Biblical principles, man should understand about his existence on earth:

· Life here is a test

· Life here is a trust

· Life here is temporary

II. LIFE HERE ON EARTH IS A TEST
A. Life Here On Earth Is A Test Of Faith.
1. God tested Abraham’s faith by asking him to offer up his Son (Heb. 11:17-19).

1. Life Here On Earth Is A Test Of Fidelity (Loyalty).

2. Adam and Eve failed the test (Gen. 3).

1. Job was tried and passed (Job).

1. Life Here On Earth Is A Test Of Fibre (Character).

2. Joseph character was tried when Potiphar’s wife to tempted him(Gen. 39:7ff). Ran out naked!

2. Daniel’s character we tested when he was called on to quit praying (Dan. 6:6ff). 

3. Life Here On Earth Is A Test Of Fondness (Love).

4. Demas was tried with regard to his love for the Lord or this world, and he failed (2 Tim. 4:10).

5. John, James, and Paul warned about the love of this world....

John’s warning - 1 John 2:15-17  James warning - James 4:4   Paul’s warning - 1 Tim. 6:6-12

6. Jesus said: “If you love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15) – The world does not keep his commandments...  the world is failing this test.

1. Our Lives Are Being Viewed By Our Father. — (Amos 9:8; 1 Peter 3:12).

a. Character is developed and revealed by the tests that we face each day! — they are opportunities!  Chances to move to the next ROUND!
a. We need to realize that we are always being tested!

b. God is watching over us to see our response to: relationship troubles, disappointments, diseases, stresses, successes, conflicts, failures, disappointments, etc. 
b. Our God even draws back now and again to see how we will respond!
c. He did so with Job — allowing him to be tried under the most trying of circumstances.

d. God did so with Hezekiah to allow Hezekiah to see his pride (v25) problem 2 Chron. 32:31.

3. Nothing is insignificant, Everything  can deepen and develop us into what God wants us to be!
a. Every test is an opportunity to grow closer to God.
b. Every test is an opportunity to grow in patience and endurance.
c. Every test is an opportunity to grow and strengthen our character.
d. Every test is an opportunity to grow and deepen our love for God and our fellow man.
e. Every test, whether large or small, has eternal implications! – Will you make graduation!

f. God will not allow us to be tried above our ability to remain faithful (1 Cor. 10:13).

4. God notices our trials and when we work through the test our Father promises greater rewards:

5. Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. — James 1:12
III. LIFE HERE ON EARTH IS A TRUST – A Responsibility for which we are Trusted.
1. All We Have Is Because Of God’s Favor 

a. In James 1:17,  it says “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above...” 

6. Our health, energy, relationships, resources for living, and opportunities are gifts from God!

b. If we have any good thing, it has come to us because of God’s grace!

2. Wherever there is a blessing, there is also a responsibility! 

7. All We Who Are Here Are God’s Stewards, someone who is Entrusted With Another’s Possessions.

8. We never really own anything while we live here on earth! 

· Psalm 50:12 – God says” For the world is Mine, and all it contains.) 
9. The first job God gave human beings was to take care of His “stuff” (Gen.1:27-28, 2:15).
10. God has loaned to us this earth and the blessing of it.  He has confidence in us!  See parable of the talents.  How will we respond to God’s favor?
a. God watches our use of money, time and energy: 

b. Jesus said: “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?” (Luke 16:11,12).

11. Those who are stewards are to be faithful in their charge! 
· 1 Cor. 4:2 – “ It is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.”

· If we treat everything as a trust, God has promised three rewards: — Matt. 25:21
(1) Proclamation: “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”
(2) Elevation: “Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things.”
· Celibration: “Enter thou into the joy of thy Master.”
IV. LIFE HERE ON EARTH IS TEMPORARY
1. Our Life On Earth Is Fleeting
· The Bible is full with illustrations to prove this fact:
· Job stated: “For we are only of yesterday, and know nothing, Because our days on earth are just a shadow” (Job 8:9).
· James reminds us: “Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.“(James 4:14).
· Solomon also comments on man’s time: “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth” (Proverbs 27:1).

2. Compared with eternity, life is short – so short.
1. Our Life On Earth Is Not Final
· The earth is our temporary home – awaiting that which is eternal.
· David prayed: “LORD, make me to know mine end, and what is the extent of my days, Let me know how transient I am.” (Psalm 39:4).
· The Bible is full of with words showing us that this world is not our home:

(1) We are told that we are aliens, pilgrims, foreigners, strangers, visitors and travelers.

(2) Paul reminded us that: “Our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 3:20). – We are waiting to go home! 

a. We are diplomats for God while here, we are to remain loyal to our God.
· Diplomats of other countries adapt to customs, but learn to not prefer their host country over their homeland! – This would be considered being a traitor – Jim “Baghdad” McDermott
b. The same is true for the Christian – we must remain loyal to our God: this is not our homeland!

2. The fact that this earth is not our home explains why followers of Christ experience difficulty, sorrow and rejection in this world: – 1 John 3:1-3

· “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children of God and such we are.  For this reason the world does not know us, because it does not know Him.  Beloved, now we are the children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be.  We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”

a. We will never be completely happy here, because we are not meant to be here forever!

· We were created to share an eternity together with God – that place which Paul says in Phillipians 1:23 is “far better” than here in the flesh.

b. Paul wrote: – 2 Cor. 4:18 - 5:2

· “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made from hands, eternal in the heavens.  For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven. “
1. 
IV. CONCLUSION:
A. When you are tested, do not falter, do not fail, but trust in Him Who has promised that He will never leave you nor forsake you!

B. While living here on this earth, realize that you have been entrusted with that which is God’s, not yours – “

· Do not forget that every gift comes from God and we will be held accountable for every gift He has entrusted to our hands.
C. While living here on this earth, do not forget that our time here is temporary!

· Do not let the failures of the past overcome you, the pressures of the present distract you, 
Or the concerns about the future consume you.

· Use this time to God’s glory and purpose, and let Him use you for His will!

· (Rom. 12:2) – “ And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
D. It takes faith to live on earth as a sojourner – a visitor just a passin through!
· When we get to heaven, the things we considered so important in this life will fade into oblivion!

· When we struggle here on earth, brothers and sisters, remember that this world is not our home!

· At death we will not be leaving home, we will be going home! 

· Heaven is home for those who have prepared themselves and lived in hope for it! – Matt. 6:19-21 – “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth . . .”

