Nature Vs. Nurture in the Christian Life – Personality 2

I. The Concept of Personality

1. Personality

· It means: Sum total of mental qualities and physical behaviors, that are peculiar to a specific person.
2. The word is never found in the Bible.
A. Synonyms

1. Temperament - a person's natural way of thinking, behaving

2. Disposition - natural mental and emotional outlook or mood

a. Temperament – Not used in Bible

b. Disposition – Used once in KJV not in this context.

3. Nature - a mode of feeling and acting which by long habit has become natural
B. A breakdown of Personality and its synonyms into two components found in the Bible: 

1. Behavior - observable activity in a human

2. Natural - in a state of nature; uncultivated, as land. 
1. Ex. My field vs. Neighbors – Mine is not natural
· For Our Study today, Natural or Nature is the Image of God – Gen. 1:26
II. Behavior as Found in the Bible

A. Old Testament

1. David before Achish the king of Gath

a. Changed his behavior acting as if he were mad – I Sam. 21:13, Ps. 34:1
b. Achish and Abimelech are the same.  Abimelech was name of Philistine kings.
2. David “willed” his behavior.  Psalm 101:1-2
3. Isaiah speaks of improper behavior against the aged man by children.  Is. 3:5
B. New Testament

1. I Pet. 2:12 – Peter “having” 

2. I Tim. 3:2 – “Good behavior”

3. Titus – 2:3 – Holy Behavior (demeanor)

4. I Tim 3:15 – How we ought to behave as members of the church.

C. Behaviors in the Old and New Testament suggest Personal Control

2. Behaviors can be “willed” and “changed”

a. Saul of Tarsus
3. We can behave properly or improperly
a. Mat. 18:23-30 – Unforgiving Slave
A. Influence of Personality

1. We can guide our Personality
2. Ex. Cornelius – Acts 10:1-2
3. We can allow others to guide our Personality
4. I Pet. 3:1 – I Pet. 2:21
1. Ex. Can a personality Change? – April 
5. We can allow God to guide our Personality
1. Psalm 119:133
6. Psa 86:11  Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.
2. D. Our Personality can Influence others – Specifically Children
a. Understanding a child’s temperament can aid in working with future behavior.

b. Making small and reasonable accommodations to routines can reduce tension. 
· Ex. A child who is slow paced in the mornings may need an extra half hour to get ready.
3. Temperment does not excuse a child’s unacceptable behavior.

· A child is not a judge of what is appropriate dress.  Excuse – Wild Child!
· - Permissive Parenting Personality allows.  

· If church is telling you that your children are dressed inappropriately, it is likely they are.  

· Parents must have personality to be loving enough to listen to church and help our children.
a. Children must understand how it impacts his/her life as well as others is important. 
· True Parent Lay proper foundation for personality.
III. What Do We know about Personality?

· There are many types of personalities – Have been Nurtured (Supported/Encouraged)
A. They can change – Be Nurtured
B. They can be good or destructive – Be Nurtured
C. They can be Influenced – Be Nurtured
· There is a natural personality – We Want to Nurture Nature!  (the image of God)
· Are All Personalities Acceptable to God?  No.

A. Personalities Have Guidelines

1. Ex. Original Basketball Example – Many Functions – Many Personalities
a. Destructive personality not accepted

b. Unwilling to Follow Guidelines not accepted
· God has Established a Personality Handbook (P=Totality of mental Traits, Behaviors)

1. 1Pe 3:3-4 - Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.

2. Gal 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control; against such there is no law.
1. Nature or Nurture?  Both! – Nurtured nature!
B. God has Established Examples of Improper Behaviors not to be seen in our Personalities
1. Pro 16:25 - There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.

2. Gal 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these: fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
· Nature or Nurture?  Nurture!

2. D. God Has Not only Given Us His Word, He has Given us a Conscience to Guide Personality

3. Rom. 2:14-15
4. Act 24:16 - Herein I also exercise myself to have a conscience void of offence toward God and men always.
5. Rom 13:5 - Wherefore ye must needs be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience' sake.  (Rulers)
6. Tit 1:15 - To the pure all things are pure: but to them that are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.
Do Not Let what is Nature Be Destroyed!
