Personality

I. Introduction – Sing with me “Jesus loves the little children”
A. I Cor. 12:14- For the body is not one member, but many.
1. Ex. Basketball teams – 5 men – Functions are different.  Personalities vary within the functions.  Point Guard, Shooting Guard, Small Forward, Power Forward, Center.

2. Church members have many functions and many personalities.

B. Greek / medieval Europeans - four humors, or bodily fluids – Made up Personality

1. Choleric - Easily angered - excess of choler (yellow bile) 

2. Melancholy - Depressed - too much melancholia (black bile) 

3. Phlegmatic - Cold, no emotion - overloaded with phlegm

4. Sanguine (Sang gwin) - Content, cheerful, compassionate, supportive – Balanced Fluids
II. General Personality types of Humans – hundreds – Myers Briggs Test and others

A. Analytical – Engineer / Accountant 

1. Positives:

a. Thoughtful – 

· 1Co 10:12 - Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
· Pro 15:2 - The tongue of the wise uttereth knowledge aright; But the mouth of fools poureth out folly.
b. Slow to speak – James 1:19 - But let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:
· Jam 5:12 - But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by the heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath: but let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay; that ye fall not under judgment.
c. Considers consequences - Luk 14:28 - For which of you, desiring to build a tower, doth not first sit down and count the cost, whether he have wherewith to complete it?
d. Searches for stability - 1Co 3:10-11 - According to the grace of God which was given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder I laid a foundation; and another buildeth thereon. But let each man take heed how he buildeth thereon. For other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
2. Group of Analytical, 3 coworkers determine they must go on a trip.
a. Takes out map, GPS, compass just in case. 
b. If we take the Fiesta we will average 36.7 mpg.  However, if we take the Lexus we will have 9.3 additional feet of cubic space. 
c. Knows quickest route?  Knows most scenic route?  Knows route with most McDonalds on it.
3. Negatives: 

a. May not understand when you are just joking – feelings hurt.
b. Can be Myopic
· Mat 6:34  Be not therefore anxious for the morrow: for the morrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.
c. Can be paralyzed over issue - Thessalonians stopped functioning waiting for Christ.
d. Silence can affect others
· “Is he mad at me?” Ex. Bill Dunbar

· He is unconcerned

· Maybe ignorant

e. Questions can be interpreted as criticism rather than searching.

4. Famous Bible Person with Analytic Personality Trait - Thomas

B. Emotional 

1. Positives

a. Willing to give opinion

· 1Pe 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
b. You don’t have to guess how they feel.

c. Often ready to try something new.

· Mar 16:15 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation.
d. Team Player

· 1Pe 3:8  Finally, be ye all likeminded, compassionate, loving as brethren, tenderhearted, humbleminded:
2. Group of Emotional, 3 coworkers determine they must go on a trip.
a. Hollers out – “I’ve Got Shotgun!”

b. Asks if there is time for a shopping trip first.

c. Packs a lunch for everyone

d. Make certain everyone has a cup holder.
3. Negatives

a. Opinion may not be based on Scripture

· 2Ti 3:16 - Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness.
b. Emotions they wear on their sleeves may be sinful.

· Col 3:8 -  but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth:
c. If it sounds good, they might follow it. – I got sucked into: NA NA NA NA NA NA NA!
· Col 3:16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts unto God.
· Clapping, snapping, dancing, mimicing instruments, these are denominational tools to whip up the emotions.  We are not immune either.  Brothers and sisters today are being introduced once again to these practices.

· Eph 5:6 - Let no man deceive you with empty words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience.
d. In being a team player, they may not pay close attention to the quality of the team

· 1Co 15:33 - Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.
4. Famous Bible Person with Emotional Personality Trait – Peter Chopped off Malchus ear!
C. Dominant

1. Positives

a. Gets things done

· Jam 2:18 - Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from thy works, and I by my works will show thee my faith.
b. Will Always give opinion

· Joh 8:32 - and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
c. Protective instinct over others

· Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep.
2. Group of Dominant, 3 coworkers determine they must go on a trip.
a. Jumps in the car and drives off, not realizing he has left the others.

3. Negatives
a. Pride of efforts may get in their way.

· Pro 16:18 - Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
b. Are not always gentle with their guideance.
· Col 3:21 - Fathers, provoke not your children, that they be not discouraged.

· Pro 15:4 - A gentle tongue is a tree of life; But perverseness therein is a breaking of the spirit.

c. In trying to protect others, they may lead them astray

· Mat 15:14 - Let them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit.

· Jam 3:1 - Be not many of you teachers, my brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier judgment.
4. Famous Bible Person with Dominant Personality Trait – Saul Before / Paul After
D. Shy / Insecure – Last.. because they always are thought of last, if at all.
1. Positives

a. Consistently attends services

· Heb. 10:25 – “not forsaking our own assembling together”
b. Good observers the things around them

· Mat 24:42 - Watch therefore: for ye know not on what day your Lord cometh.
· Luk 21:36 - But watch ye at every season, making supplication, that ye may prevail to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.
c. They are Frequently in the Book

· 2Ti 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. Group of Shy/Insecure, 3 coworkers determine they must go on a trip.
a. Never says anything.

b. Gets in the Car.

c. Realizes group forgot documents back at office, doesn’t want to hurt feelings.  Stays quiet.
3. Negatives
a. Won’t get engaged unless directly approached.

· Mat 20:6 - And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing; and he saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle?
b. Often will not reprove a brother or sister.

· Jam 4:17 - Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
c. Often will not encourage a brother or sister.

· 1Th 5:11  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.
Famous Bible Person with Shy/Insecure Personality Trait – All the Apostles Leaving Jesus when He was lead away from the Garden 

4. Christian Duty Toward Personalities

A. Tolerance/Understanding

1. Daisy – Needy and must be constantly paid attention to by the church.  

· So you form a daisy chain.

· Goes from one person to another.

· Do not IGNORE!  Do not NEGLECT!  DISCOVER who she really is!

2. Knowledge – She has perspective, insight

3. Talent – She can help!  We all have something to give.

B. Encouragement

1. Comfort – All get down.  All will fail.  All are tempted.  All feel insecure.

2. Uplift – Give hope.  Encourage.  Point out positives.

3. Guide - Give direction. Give vision.  Set on the right path.

C. Love

1. Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
2. Show Christ - 

3. Example to the World

4. This is a SOUL!

D. Unity
1. Cannot work against or sabatoge

a. I Cor. 13:4-7

2. What is our Goal?  Glorify God – Save Others – Save our own souls.

3. Disunity over Personality is a shame and a sin.

4. Eph. 4.

5. Closing
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5. So Much More…
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