People Respond to What They See

Series:  Part 1 of 2 - (People Respond to What they Hear)
I. Introduction

A. Examples from my trip
1. Construction Zone

2. Speed Trap

3. Rest Area Sign

4. End of Journey

B. Polishing the Pulpit

1. Large Crowds – Excitement

2. Rushing to Classes

3. Limited Space up front – Take the seats!

4. Friends – Smiles

5. Note Taking – Pen, Paper, computer

II. Past Examples of People Responding to What They See
A. Noah’s Ark
1. People see Noah and Animals get in the Ark

2. See the Door Close

3. See the Rains fall and the waters rising

4. See the Floods Coming

5. (The World is Responding to God’s First Earthly Judgment- God is Serious)
B. David’s Battle with Goliath – I Samuel 17
1. David Walks on to the Battle Field

2. David Attacks

3. Goliath Falls

4. David Removes Goliath’s Head

5. Israel Attacks, Philistines Flee

C. Elijah on Mt. Carmel – I Kings 18:17-22
1. Numerical difference - 450 to one

2. Prophets struggle - Elijah Mocks

3. Prophets Struggle again - “no one paid attention”
4. Elijah has alter repaired; Has water poured on sacrifice and wood

5. Vs. 37-39 – God Consumes with Fire

6. People fall on their faces 
D. Mount of Transfiguration

1. Mt. 17:1-4 – Their Response To Seeing Moses and Elijah
2. Mt. 17:5-7 – Their Response to God
E. Centurions Response to Jesus on the Cross - Mat. 27:45-54
F. Mary at the Tomb - Luke 24:1-5a
G. Jesus Appears to Apostles after His Resurrection – John 21:1-7

H. Point 1: People of the Past Responded to What they Saw.
III. People Today Also Respond to What They See
A. Congregations Need to Have Best Foot Forward to Visitors 
1. Visitors See Four Things:
a. Visitors Can See the Love of the Lord
· Orderliness of Worship

· Singing

· Prayer

· Posture

· Enthusiasm (Zeal – verses)

· Dress 
· Yes, if a person is new, they indeed won’t know God or understand

· All of these show Respect for God

b. Visitors Can See Love of His Word

· Bible Usage

· Taking Notes

c. Visitors Can See Christians Love for each Other

· Warm Greetings

· Inviting to home or for Lunch

· Staying after and Conversing

d. Visitors Can See Christians Love for the Visitor.
· Warm Greetings

· Cd’s/Dvd’s/tracts/maps

· Loafs & Bags

· Inviting to home or out for Lunch

2. Consider Cody, though this is true anywhere

a. When you go to Places like PTP where this is understood, you see areas to improve.

· Example congregation visited on the way back

· Like throwing water on situation

B. Presence in the Community

1. Benevolence

a. Senior Center

b. Visitation

c. Cards

d. Good Works – Not Like Ephesus
2. Evangelism/Outreach
a. Gospel Meetings
b. Visitation

c. Ladies day

d. Youth Devotions

e. Bible Studies

f. Door Knocking

g. 82 Reasons to Contact Someone

C. Point 2: People Today Respond to What They See.
IV. God Responds to What He Sees

A. God Responded in the Past to:

1. The Deliverance of Man from Evil

2. Those Behaving According to His Commands

3. Consider: The Response to the Actions, Singing, and Prayers of Paul and Silas
a. Acts 16:22-33
b. God Responded to What He Saw.
· He shook the Ground, Opened The Doors, and Unfastened the Chains.

c. The Jailor Also Responded to What He Saw

· He asked what he needed to do to be saved.

· He and his household were immediately baptized.

4. The Invitation today stands for all to respond to Salvation
B. God Promises to Respond to What He Sees from Mankind:
1. Dan 12:2 - And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  – Based on What?
2. 2 Thess. 1:1-12
3. Point 3: God Will Respond to What He Sees
V. Summary

A. Man and God Have and Do Respond to What has been seen in the Past and Present
B. God Has Given All An Invitation to Salvation

C. God Will Respond to Your Choice to Accept that Invitation or Not.
