Pearly Gates
I) Introduction to the Vision of the Pearly Gates
A) “The Pearly Gates”

1) From where does this phrase come?  
(a) A heavenly vision shown to John in Rev. 21 of the Heavenly Kingdom of God.
· Vs. 21 - The vision is of a Heavenly city with 12 Pearl Gates.
· Vs. 24 - It is a city of all nations.
· Vs. 23 - It is a city whose light is Christ.
· Vs. 27 - It is a city in which there is no unclean thing, abomination, and no lying.
· Is. 33:15-16 - He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from taking a bribe, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from looking upon evil:  he shall dwell on high…
· Doesn’t that sound great?

(b) Lk. 16:16 - Jesus said: "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it” 
· “presseth into it” – men desire such a place of peace and safety
B) We speak of the kingdom of heaven, a place of peace with Christ, men strongly desire to be there…

1) Why was there a vision of gates in heaven?
(a) The answer comes in the purpose of a gate.
II) Attributes of a gate
A) Characteristics

1) Built of: Gates of Wood, Iron, Brass, Pearl
2) Locations: Gates of camps, cities, houses, palaces, prisons, rivers, temples, hell, death
3) Activities there: Judgments for the people, discipline, mercy pleaded for at the gate, business transactions, proclamations, public gatherings, punishments occurred there, key points of attack.
(a) City Gates in the Bible are places of high activity.
B) Purpose of a Gate?
1) Gate can be an  identification
(a) Deu 6:9 - And thou shalt write them upon the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates.
(b) This is similar to how folks in Wyoming use Gates:
· Gateway is archway with the Symbol of whose land you are on.
· Diamonds, letters, horns, & Family Names.
(c) Here the commands of God not only served as a reminder to a people, but…
· Their gates identified them as God’s people.
2) Gate can used as strength and power - Gen 22:15-18 – Context: Abraham sacrificing Isaac
(a) Directly, we see the possessing of the land and strength of Canaan.
(b) Prophetically, the triumph of Christ over Satan and the world.
· Matthew 16:18 - And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. – Christ reigns over all.
3) Gate can be used as a barrier for safety
(a) During times of trouble, a region of people would retreat to their Lord’s fortress
· The gates would shut and the people would be safe and protected.
(b) Gatekeepers would also be set up to watch the gates to prevent entry.
· 2 Ch 23:19 -  And he set the porters at the gates of the house of Jehovah, that none that was unclean in anything should enter in.
· As seen from this verse, not all dangers kept out of gates carry weapons.

4) Gate can be used as a passthrough – Allowing things entrance and exit
(a) Simple as an entrance to an animal pen or garden
(b) Common as the front door to your home
(c) Unique as a portal to untold riches.
C) Application to the Pearl Gates – Why was there a vision of gates in heaven?
1) They Identify the city of God.
2) They are representative of his Everlasting Power.
3) They represent a barrier of safety far from a world of Sin.
4) They are the passthrough for those seeking refuge and those sent out to serve God.
III) Where can we see a vision of Pearl Gates?
A) We See the Pearl Gates in the Word of God – The Bible
1) The Word is identified with God
(a) 2Ti 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
· What is the meaning of inspiration?  God-breathed
· These words are not man’s they are Gods!

2) The Word is representative of God’s power

(a) Rom 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
3) The Word is a barrier of Safety
(a) Psa 119:49-50 - Remember the word unto thy servant, Because thou hast made me to hope.  This is my comfort in my affliction; For thy word hath given me life.
(b) Eph. 6:14-17 – Our Comfort, the barrier of protection surrounding us is the Word.
4) The Word is our Passthrough

(a) The first step toward passing through the pearl gates can only be taken if we hear of them.
· Rom. 10:17 – Faith comes through hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
· Jer 7:2 - Stand in the gate of Jehovah's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of Jehovah, all ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship Jehovah.
5) God has Opened the Pearl Gates of the Word to us that we might see and have comfort.
B) We See the Pearl Gates as Christian Representatives of the Kingdom
1) Christians are identified with God

(a) 1 Pet 2:9 - But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
(b) God gave us the Pearl Gates of the Word and we are its gatekeepers.

· Pro 8:34 - Blessed is the man that heareth me, Watching daily at my gates, Waiting at the posts of my doors.

· 1 Pe 4:11 - if any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles of God; if any man ministereth, ministering as of the strength which God supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
2) Christians are representative of God’s power 
(a) Our Godly words, actions, and thoughts open gates.

· 1Co 1:18 - For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
· Isa 26:2 - Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth faith may enter in.
(b) Ex. Adam and Eve had the opportunity to keep open the pearl gates.
· They chose to close them and open the gates of death and sin by their actions.
· When they opened the gates of death, the pearl gates closed.

(c) If as Christians, we open the gates of death, we no longer represent the power God.

3) Christians are barriers of safety

(a) Jude 1:20-23

(b) Heb. 10:23-25
(c) I Thess. 4:15-18

4) Christians are the Passthrough to God.
(a) We have been entrusted to share the Word.

(b) We are the Church

· Government wasn’t entrusted to share the Word.

· Missionary Societies weren’t entrusted to share the Word.

· Schools weren’t entrusted to share the Word.

· This is our Job!  We are the Passthrough.

(c) (2 Tim. 2:24) – The Lord’s bondservant must be able to teach.

(d) (2 Tim. 2:2) – We are to be faithful “men” able to teach others.

5) God has opened the Pearl Gates of Christians that the World Might See and have comfort!
C) We See the Pearl Gates in Christ
1) Christ is identified with God.

(a) Mat 16:16 - And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
(b) Christ is identified with the Word - John 1:1-5

(c) Christ is identified with Christians, the Church – (Col 1:24) – his body is the church!
2) Christ is representative of God’s power

(a) I Cor. 1:22-24
(b) Rom. 1:1-4
(c) Christ was the living, breathing, in the flesh, power of God who himself is God.
(d) John 10:9-10  - I am the door ; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall find pasture. I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly".
· G2374 – thura - thoo'-rah – Strong’s – door, gate.
· Christ says he is the gate!  To What?  To our Heavenly Home!
3) Christ is our barrier of safety

(a) He overcame death

(b) He has been given authority over heaven and earth

(c) He sits at the right hand of God.

(d) What is he doing there?
· Heb. 7:25 - “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” 
· (Mat. 6:25-33) – He cares for the birds and the lilies of the field, he will care for us.
4) Christ is our passthrough to God

(a) John 14:6 - "No one comes to the Father, but through Me". 
(b) Jacob’s dream - Gen 28:12 - And he dreamed. And behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God ascending and descending on it.
· Joh 1:51 - And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
· Christ is the ladder, he is the gate, he is the passthrough to the heavenly kingdom.
5) God has opened the Pearl Gate of Christ, by sending him and raising him, so we might have comfort.

IV) Closing - John received a vision of God in which he saw Pearl Gates.

A) Today as we await our visit to the heavenly city we can see visions of the pearl gates.

1) We see the Pearl Gates in the Word.

(a) Ps. 100:4 - ‘I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart and His courts with praise’.
2) We see the Pearl Gates in the Christian.

(a) Proverbs 8:34 -‘Blessed is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates.’ 
3) We See the Pearl Gates in Christ.
(a) Ps. 118:19 -‘Open to me the gates of the righteous, I will go through them and praise the Lord.’ 
· Take the first step on the ladder and through the pearl gate of heaven.
