One of the Beatitudes
I. Introduction: Sermon on the Mount: Chp. 5-7
A. Definitions:
1. Beatitudes: Proclamation of Great Blessedness or Happiness – Word does not occur in the Bible.

2. Blessed: Makarios – Blessed or Happy
a. Happy – Not an outward manifestation, but an internal peace and joy in Christ.

b. Regardless of Physical pain, sickness, or grief, this blessedness does not diminish.

3. Paradox: Something which seems contradictory to common thought.

B. There are 9 proclamations of blessedness:
1. Happy are those who realize their insufficiency without God.
2. who have Godly Sorrow for their sins.

3. who submit to God’s will.
4. who desire God’s will.

5. who seek to aid others.

6. who hate sinful things.

7. who desire all men follow the will of God.

8. who suffer for doing what is right.

9. who suffer for following God.

C. Luke 6:20 – The Sermon on the Plain: Suggested Parallel Passage; However:

1. 3 Blesseds

2. No Mention of up on mountains, but down from mountains on a plain
3. The Lord stands, He does not sit.

4. Sermon on the Mt. the 12 not all called.  Sermon on Plain all 12 are called.

D. Location

1. Seven miles southwest of Capernaum; the place is known as The Horns of Hattin
E. Theme of Sermon on the Mount

1. Repentance: To Regret, to Change, to Reverse.

a. The Lord gives direction on how man can walk a life which will result in eternal happiness.
b. Luk 5:32 - I am not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.

2. Judgement: Though Blessed or Happy is oft repeated, the sermon is not a feel good sermon.
a. Folks desire to hear “Peace, Peace”, but Christ is preaching serious change.
F. What is the objective of the beatitudes?

1. To have Christians who are internally happy.

2. When are we not happy?

a. Choosing OWN way.

b. Choosing to ignore God.

II. Mt. 5:4 - “Blessed are those who Mourn, for they shall be comforted”
A. What is Mourning?
1. Many words meaning this in the O.T and the N.T.

a. Text - pentheō: to wail, grieve, lament – To ache all over with sadness.
· By definition, mourning is not a pleasant thing.
· Usually associated with pain, loss, discomfort, disappointment.

2. Mourning is usually never anticipated or desired

B. The Paradox

1. Happy is Positive - Mourn is Negative

2. It doesn’t sound right, but it is accurate.

C. In any give week in our community people are mourning
1. Loss of physical possessions--fire, accident, thief. 

2. Lost opportunity--make money, get some thing, do some thing. 

3. Lost youth, vitality, strength.

4. Lost loved one.  
D. This beatitude is not about everyone who mourns about anything.
1. A lot of people will mourn about a lot of things
a. Their life did not get any richer
b. They did not come to a deeper relationship with God
c. They did not gain power and new life
2. So what does Jesus mean?
II. Mt. 5:4 - Jesus is talking about Conviction to Sorrow and Repentance
A. I Cor. 5:1-2; 6-7 – This is the same word as the Text.
1. Why should the Corinthians mourn vs. 2?

a. The presence of sin which had filled their congregation.

b. The conviction of their beliefs should lead to mourning and repentance.

· Purge the leaven.

B. 2 Cor. 12:20-21 – This is the same word as the Text.
1. Why would Paul mourn?
a. The presence of sin in the lives of brothers and sisters.
b. Conviction of belief should lead to a sorrow and repentance.
C. Why should this conviction lead to Sorrow???

1. Is. 59:1-2 – Separation from God

2. Sorry we hurt God with our sins.

3. Sorry we hurt others with our sins.

4. Sorry we hurt our potential because of sin.
D. 2 Co 7:10 - For Godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, which bringeth no regret: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
III. Examples of Mourning the Beatitudes are not about
A. Ex. 7-14 – Pharoah refuses to let Israel Go and receives plagues.
1. Ex 9:27 - And Pharaoh sent, and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, I have sinned this time: Jehovah is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.

2. Ex 10:16 - Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I have sinned against Jehovah your God, and against you.
3. Pharaoh said the right words, but his heart was not right.
a. His sorry was not Godly Sorrow.

b. His mourning was about the plagues, not truly the sin.

B. I Kings 20 - King Ahab of Israel
1. Samaria Besieged by Ben-Hadad of Syria

2. Israel is outnumbered

3. Vs. 13 – God will deliver enemies into Ahab’s hand
4. Israel Wins
5. Vs. 22 – Syria to come again
6. Vs. 26-28 – God will deliver enemies into Ahab’s hand
7. Israel Wins
8. Ahab lets Ben-Hadad go.
9. Vs. 38- 43 - Prophet Approaches Ahab
10.  Ahab is Sullen, but not in a Godly manner.
a. That he has sinned against God does not seem to affect him.
b. Ahab was just upset he had been chastized.
IV. Examples of Mourning the Beatitudes are about
A. 2 Sam. 12:1-15 – King David
1. Vs. 13 – David’s response

a. This is Godly Sorrow

b. He repented and tried to do right.

B. Mat. 26: 69-75 – The Apostle Peter
1. Wailed Loudly!

2. This is mourning.  This is Godly Sorrow!
3. Peter repented of these actions and went on to serve God.
V. A lack of Mourning and repentance over sin results in Condemnation.
A. Is. 43:24-28 – Israel’s actions led to condemnation.
B. Jer 8:12  - Judah’s actions led to condemnation.
C. Rom. 6:23 – the wages of sin is death… - Without Godly Sorrow there is condemnation.
1. Our sins burden God, they need to burden us.
2. Husbands/Fathers need to grieve when we are not the leaders we must be.
3. Wives/Mothers need to grieve when not submissive to their husband and God.
4. Young People, who rebel against their parents and God need to grieve.
D. I Cor. 6:9-10 – Absence of Presence in the Kingdom of God - Condemnation
E. Gal. 5:20-21 – Works of the Flesh – Condemnation.
VI. Mt. 5:4 – They Shall Be Comforted.
A. God did not put us on earth for Condemnation
1. He does not want to see us perish

a. John 3:16
B. God Promises forgiveness for those who mourn with Godly Sorrow.

1. Joel 2:12-13 - Yet even now, saith Jehovah, turn ye unto me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto Jehovah your God; for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness, and repenteth him of the evil. – He will not hold it against you.
2. James 4:7-10 -  Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye doubleminded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall exalt you. – God wants us to recognize when we sin and do something about it.
C. What a Great Comfort to know I can make things right with God through Christ.

1. Luk 15:7  I say unto you, that even so there shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine righteous persons, who need no repentance. – What a comfort to know there is rejoicing over our repentance!
2. Act 11:18 - And when they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then to the Gentiles also hath God granted repentance unto life.
3. 2Co 7:9 - I now rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye were made sorry unto repentance; for ye were made sorry after a godly sort, that ye might suffer loss by us in nothing.
VII. Conclusion - Mt. 5:4
1. In the Beatitudes, we see a call to change.
2. That call was not to a select group of people, but to the whole world.

3. God tell us this change will lead to spiritual happiness.

4. The change will lead to us to avoid hurting:
a. God
b. Others
c. Ourselves.
5. The change will allow us to avoid condemnation.
B. Change is repentance.  It must be met with Mourning / Godly Sorrow.

1. In our mourning, we will have the comfort of God.

