Give Me That Old Time Religion—Author Unknown

Refrain
 Give me that old time religion
Give me that old time religion,
Give me that old time religion,
And it’s good enough for me.

It was good for our mothers.
It was good for our mothers.
It was good for our mothers.
And it’s good enough for me.

Makes me love everybody.
Makes me love everybody.
Makes me love everybody.
And it’s good enough for me.

It has saved our fathers.
It has saved our fathers.
It has saved our fathers.
And it’s good enough for me.

It will do when I am dying.
It will do when I am dying.
It will do when I am dying.
And it’s good enough for me.  

It will take us all to heaven.
It will take us all to heaven.
It will take us all to heaven.
And it’s good enough for me.

Refrain

Introduction – Sermon by Alan Judd
This old song was probably first sung by black slaves while working in southern cotton and tobacco fields. The message of the song is memorable—give me that old time religion, it’s good enough for me. 

I am here to tell you that old time religion is good enough for you, good enough for me, good enough for every person on this big ball of dirt called earth. Let’s explore the theme, that old time religion and see why its good enough for me

I. The Source of That Old Time Religion

A. Perhaps, the most important question to ask as we begin is: 

1. What is the source or guide for Old Time Religion?

2. Who can teach us how to practice that old time religion?

B. We must go back to the Bible and use the Bible alone. 

1. “Thus says the LORD: "Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, 'We will not walk in it.'”  Jeremiah 6:16
C. Jesus declared to those that would be His followers: 

1. "If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32
D. We do all in the name of, or by the authority of, according to Christ’s teaching

1. Col. 3:17
If we know now the source/guide for that old time religion, what was it like?

That old time religion was a LOVING religion!

A. The Gospels and the following epistles emphasize that Christ and NT writers put on love.

1. Mt. 22:37-40 - Love for God and love for neighbor as oneself fulfilled the law according to Jesus

2. John 13:34-35 - Jesus gave the command to love greater weight by calling it a new command, by modeling love that was sacrificial, that was selfless as opposed to self-serving.

B. Acts 4:32-35 - Love was not only spoken, but demonstrated by early Christians—
1. The church in the NT could rightly be called the group of “one another” people. 

· “One another” appears on average about 90 times in the NT 

· EX. One Another Sheet

· Most often used to note a duty that we have toward one another

II. That old time religion was a WORSHIPPING religion!

A. Acts 2:42, 46 verses that describe the worship habits of the first congregation.
B. Acts 20:7 details that worship was a vital part of that old time religion, 
1. Not until probably 30 years after start of church topic of unfaithful in attendance appears.

· Heb. 10:25  No question should we come Bible study, Wednesday night. 

· They many times met daily when they could

· Likely stayed longer than an hour when they came together.

C. Public Worship included:

1. Singing without any musical accompaniment—Eph. 5:19, 
2. Preaching/teaching/reading of God’s Word—1 Tim. 4:13, 
3. Prayers—Acts 2:42, 
4. Lord’s Supper each Sunday—Acts 2:42, 20:7
5. No discussion on what type worship will attract the most people, as is commonly heard today. 

· No traditional/contemporary distinction. 

6. It was a simple matter of worshipping both in spirit and in truth, 

· Type of worship Jesus said the Father desires—John 4:24 – “Worship in Spirit and truth”
D. Private worship

1. Study of the Word—Acts 17:11
2. Prayer—1 Thess. 5:17-18
We need to get back to that simple old time religion and worship God.

Remembering He is the audience and worship is to please Him and not me!
That old time religion was a TEACHING religion!

A. Acts 2:42, apostles continued steadfastly, devoting themselves to the task of teaching. 

1. After opposition and the arrest of some of the apostles, the council had them beaten, but this did not deter them - Acts 5:42 “And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” 
B. Not only were the apostles teaching!

1. When persecuted, Christians left Jerusalem, and took their Christianity with them—Acts 8:4
2. This is men and women of the church teaching! 

C. Matthew 28:18-20 gives the commission and responsibility to each Christian.
1. Exact instructions given to those that publicly teach - 2 Tim. 4:2-5
2. 2 Tim. 2:24-26
D. We need to be diligent in teaching God’s Word. We need to teach:

1. God’s plan of salvation,  - Hear, believe, repent, confess, baptism, faithfulness.

2. The Uniqueness of the church - it is Christ’s body and responsible for spreading the Word.

3. A defense of the truth as it stands in opposition to the falsehoods of worldly doctrines. 

4. Teaching our children, family, neighbors, coworkers, associates, everyone is our great task!

III. That old time religion was a WATCHING religion!

A. Mark 13:33-37 - Early Christians were continually and anxiously awaiting the Lord’s return - 

B. 1 Thess. 4:13ff, 5:1ff - The Lord had not been gone long and they thought He would return soon.
1. Because His coming has been delayed, many think that it still will be a long time before His return.

· It is not wise to think in this way. 

IV. Conclusion

A. Song said “good when I am dying, it will take us all to Heaven” That’s the true test of our religion. 

1. Will it be good when we are dying?

2. Will your religion take you to Heaven? 

3. It will if it is based on the Word of God and according to His Will. 

As you stand before God, you will see that God’s way…

It was indeed good enough for me, good enough for you!

Closing:  Story of Soldier whose life was saved by another.  The Hero died in his efforts.  The soldier, an amateur painter, painted a picture of his savior.  Family maintained an art museum back home with art with millions of dollars.  The painting was hung with most prominence and could be seen in view of all those entering through the front doors.  Yet, all the other paintings were professional, beautiful, etc.  When the family passed on, there was an auction for all the works of the Art museum.  The first painting for sale was that painted by the soldier.  How the artisans and buyers scoffed at such a simple crude painting.  Yet, a lone janitor had decided this painting with such a storied past was a worthy buy.  He gathered all the funds he could muster to bid on the painting.  Because none other had desire to purchase the picture, he won the bid.  The other bidders now salivated at the fantastic art to come.  It was at this point the auctioneer closed the auction.  He announced Bidding was over.  The crowd was astonished.  The auctioneer announced according to the will of the father, “the one who received the son, receives it all”.

One Anothers

“One Anothers” commanded in the New Testament  (Not complete List)

John 13:34 -   love one another

John 13:14 -  wash one another's feet.

Colossians 3:13 -  forbearing one another, and forgiving each other

Ephesians 4:2 -   forbearing one another

Galatians 6:2 -  Bear ye one another's burdens

Romans 15:14 -  admonish one another.

Romans 12:10 -   be tenderly affectioned one to another; in honor preferring one another;

Romans 16:16 -  Salute one another with a holy kiss.

Romans 15:7 -   receive ye one another

Romans 14:19 -  edify one another.

Colossians 3:16 -  teaching and admonishing one another

1 Thessalonians 4:18 - comfort one another

1 Thessalonians 5:11 -  exhort one another

Hebrews 10:24 -  consider one another to provoke unto love and good works;

1 Peter 5:5 -  serve one another: 

1 John 3:11 -  For this is the message which ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another:
"One Anothers" from the New Testament We Should Avoid
Romans 14:13 -  Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge ye this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock in his brother's way, or an occasion of falling.

Galatians 5:15 -  bite and devour one another,... consumed one of another.

Galatians 5:26 - provoking one another, envying one another.

Titus 3:3 -  hating one another.
