WHEN OBEDIENCE IS HARD

I. INTRODUCTION - Mat 26:36-39  Ex. Does this Sound Familiar?  You use a butter knife instead of a screwdriver? A Rolling pin instead of a hammer?  Sweeping dirt under the refrigerator or cabinet? Who Needs Directions anyway?  I know a shortcut!  We should be ok, I will get more TP tomorrow.  Do you want to hear this at Cedar point… I think that oughta hold it on the track.

· Doing the easy thing is often a dangerous way to live.  

· Doing the easy thing is not always pleasing to God.  Sometimes the difficult things are required.
THE TEST OF TRUE FAITH IS WHETHER WE OBEY WHEN IT IS HARD TO OBEY.

a. Do We obey when: We are not in mood.  When obedience is not convenient. When we don’t understand Commands? When obedience is against our preferences? When obedience might be embarrasing?

1. It Is Hard To Obey... WHEN I AM NOT IN THE MOOD

Ex. Adults hands Up – Up if always feel like going to work.  Kids hands up – Always want to Clean Room.

Why Go/clean?  Committed to feeding self, family.  Committed to Obeying Parents.  Eph. 6:2-3
1. If we don’t do the right thing when we’re not in the mood, what kind of commitment is that to God?

a. That is not commitment at all!

b. What if God was not in the mood to sustain the universe?

c. If we are not in the mood to obey God - we need to change our mood quickly

2.  “2 Tim. 4:2 - be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” – Be Ready, be Committed, be Obedient!
a. Need Motivation? Mark 12:30, Mat. 10:28 – Love it or Be “Fired”.
b. Not being in the mood to obey God is: 
c. 1) A lack of love – Jn. 14:15
d. 2) It’s dangerous – Mat. 7:13 – “broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction”
e. 3) It’s disrespectful - 1Ti 1:17  Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
2. It is hard to obey… WHEN IT IS NOT “CONVENIENT”
1. Acts. 24:24-25 - Felix postponed doing the right thing until “a convenient time”

2. In delaying obedience until it’s easier, we usually find that it only becomes harder.

a. Mat. 19:16-22 – Cost was great then… how much more later? – Used to Popularity, Lifestyle, etc.
b. The cost of discipleship usually rises with time.  We have less convenient time.

3. Is Lord’s will more important than our schedules, routines, habits?

a. If not, how can we fulfill what the Lord requires?

b. Matthew 6:33 – Do it right First! Thus start them when they are young! EXPAND
3. Our routine can be so busy we have no room for “Convenience”.  God must “make an appointment” if He needs us.  How would we like for the Lord to treat us in this fashion? He’s busy!
4. Yet, We can go to the Lord at any moment and He will be there for us.
· Can we have an open schedule for the Lord at all times? 
5. Obedience to the commands of God is not always convenient

b. Going to worship is not always convenient – EXPAND – Tired – sick - football

c. Home Bible study is not always convenient – EXPAND – Laundry off couch. Television show.

d. Benevolent efforts are not always convenient – EXPAND – Uncomfortable atmosphere.

e. Standing for truth will not always be convenient – EXPAND – Arguments, hurt feelings
· Friends, obedience is not always convenient

It is hard to obey… WHEN I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY GOD HAS REQUIRED SOMETHING

1. We may not always comprehend the “why” of God’s will

2.  We may not understand that more good than bad can come from doing what God wills. 

f. But people of true faith have always trusted God enough to obey: 

g. Noah - Genesis 6:13-22  - Why am I making an Ark?
h. Abraham - Genesis 12:1-4 – You want me to leave my family and friends and go to another country?
i. Moses - Exodus 3:7-10 – Why do you want me to talk to Pharoah?  Who am I?
j. Paul – Acts 20:22-23 – Go To Jerusalem, Great afflictions await you.
· Ex.  Child to Parent… WHY?  WHY?  Do You trust Him?  Then Just Obey.
a. Understanding can wait - obedience cannot!

b. Why is adultery the only scriptural grounds for divorce and remarriage - that is what God said.
6. Why do we only sing acappella in our worship - that is what God said. 

· Obedience is sometimes hard when we do not understand WHY.
1. It is hard to obey… WHEN MY PREFERENCE IS OTHERWISE – Man’s Commonsense.
a. Human wisdom & emotions often interfere with obedience. Ex. Going to Dentist, Getting Shots, huh?
7. Pro 14:12  There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death.
8. Jeremiah 10:21 – Our Preferences are STUPID!

9. People of true faith have always been willing to subordinate self-will to God’s will: 

10. Abraham - Genesis 22:1-3 – Sacrifice Son Isaac.
11. Annanias to Paul – Acts 9:10-17 – Go to paul… WHAT???
12. Jesus - Mat 26:36-39 – LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME!
13. It is often times hard to obey God when our preference is otherwise, but the faithful do.

A. It is hard to obey… WHEN IT WOULD EMBARRASS ME 

1. Hypocrite is used to describe the person who comes to church and pretends to be a godly individual. 

2. Hypocrite also describes one pretending not to be a believer to avoid the risk of others’ displeasure: 

14. The chief rulers of the Jews - John 12:42-43 – Many Believed.
a. Peter 

15. Luke 22:54-62 – In The courtyard – denied three times.
16. Galatians 2:11-13 – When Sitting down with Jews, not gentiles to eat.
3. Refusal to obey because of embarrassment is really denial of the Lord 

17. Mark 8:38 – “Whoever is Ashamed – I will be ashamed when I come in Glory”
a. Honestly, It is sometimes difficult to stand up for God because of fear of embarrassment 

1. Ex. Family, Friends, Co-workers, Teachers, etc.

A. CONCLUSION

B. Paul said that to be consistently obedient he had to discipline himself 
2. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

3. Self discipline is vital in our pleasing God 

C. Jesus, of course, is the supreme example of consistent obedience 
1. Heb 12:2 - looking unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising shame, and hath sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
2. In true perspective, disobedience is “hard” and obedience is “easy” 

3. Proverbs 13:15 – following directions

4. Mat 11:28-29  - Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
May nothing stand in our way of being obedient until the Lord.
