Obadiah
I. Introduction

A. Author – Obadiah

1. 12-13 - Obadiahs in the Bible.
B. Obadiah is story of two brothers:  
1. Esau and Jacob – Their struggle beginning in the womb. (Gen. 25:22)
a. Esau gave away birth right to Jacob
b. Esau lost blessing to Jacob

2. Gen. 25:23 – Two nations in struggle – Israel and Edom

a. On the way to Canaan, Edom refuses to let Israel pass through land. (Num. 20:14-21)
b. As prophecied – (Gen. 25:23) Edom would serve Israel
· (2 Sam. 8:13-14) – David makes Edomites servants.
· (Gen. 27:39-40) – Prophecied this would not always be the case 
c. 2 Kings 8:20-22 - During reign of Jehoram in 845 BC, Edom becomes free of Israel.
C. Dating

1. At this point, the date of this book must be considered.
2. In first 14 verses of Obadiah we see Edom stood aside while foreigners attacked Jerusalem.
3. There were four sackings of Jerusalem from 845 to 586.
a. Reign of Jehoram – 850-843 – II Chron. 21:8-17 – Arabians and Philistines attacked– Edom stood aside

b. Reign of Amaziah – 803-775 – II Chron. 25:11-24 –Israel attacked – Edom stood aside

c. Reign of Ahaz – 741-726 – II Chron. 28:16-21 – Edomites, Syria, Israel, Philistines attacked
d. Reign of Zedekiah – 597-586 – II Chronicles 36:11-21 - Egypt, Edom, Moab, Ammon, and Tyre.
4. Examining these dates, the two that stand are the 586 destruction of Jerusalem and the 845 sacking of Jerusalem following Edom’s liberation from Israel.  

a. Many scholars consider the 845 date to be appropriate over 586 based on:
· Hebrew grouping with Pre-Assyria books of Joel, Amos, Hosea, and Jonah.

· No mention of temple destruction or captivity.

· Others – For this study we will consider the 845 date.
D. Breaking down the Book

1. One Chapter
a. Edom sentenced for actions against Israel – Esau against Jacob
b. Future Judgment on Wicked / Deliverance of the Sons of Jacob.

II. The first 9 verses of Obadiah echo many of the sentiments of Jer. 49:7-22, Amos 1:11-12, Joel 3:19.
A. Vs. 1-9 – Edom to be disciplined.
1. Vs. 1-2 – “We” – Considered to be prophets.
2. Vs. 1-2 – “Envoy”/”ambassador” – Somehow it is conveyed to nations to attack Edom.

3. Vs. 3-4 – Arrogance/Pride – First Key Point in our examination
a. Arrogance deceives – “pride goeth before destruction…” - Pr 16:18
· Makes you feel safer, stronger

· Good warning to all household leaders, Size, strength, earnings, mean nothing.

· Feelings cannot be your guide.

· Esau made the mistake of giving up his birthright because of a feeling.

· Uzzah lost his life because of a feeling.

· David lost his son and endured hardship because of a feeling.
4. The City of Petra – “Rock” - Transparencies
a. Western Jordan

b. Once held 30-40,000 people

c. Theatre held 3,000 people

d. On the west, 6 hours of passes over rough terrain led to the city.

e. On the East, the two mile siq was the only entrance.

f. There was no other entrance to the city.

5. Vs. 5-6 – Edom was going to be cleaned out more than if robbed

a. All the treasures would be found.

6. Vs. 7-9 – Allies would forsake them.
a. This is a second Important Point next to Pride  - God Delivers, Men disappoint.

b. God is faithful.
· Deu 7:9 - Know therefore that Jehovah thy God, he is God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and lovingkindness with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations,
c. “they who eat your bread” – These are people they consider friends betraying them.
d. “There is no understanding in him” –  Arrogance of Edom was blind to clear thinking.
e. “Teman” – Southern area of Edom
III. Vs. 10-14 – Reason for disciplining and warning.
A. Vs. 10 - Violence to Your Brother Jacob
1. khaw-mawce' – Violence – injustice, wrong, damage
a. For the Follower of God this covers our example, appearance, language, actions, life.

· When we fail to walk in the image of our God we bring damage to others.

· Remember: Mat 7:12 - "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
· Luk 6:27-28 - "But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.
b. Because of the Harm brought to Judah, Edom was to be cut off forever.
· The literal fulfillment was the end of the Edomite Race.
· The Edomites around 586 BC were slowly put to rest by the Babylonians, Nabateans, Israel, the Maccabees (they were forced to undergo circumcision and obey the Law), and ultimately Rome.  The last great hurrah of the edomites in History was that of the Herods.  With the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD the Edomites dissappear.
· The figurative fulfillment of this is the eternal separation that awaits sinners.
2. Love Your brother, Love your Enemy is our Third Point.
B. Vs. 11 – The Edomites failed to do anything when their brother was in need.
1. The Lawyer who heard the Parable of the Good Samaritan would have seen this isn’t being a good neighbor.
2. Edmund Burke – Father of Modern Conservatism:
a. Thoughts on the Cause of Present Discontents (1770): "When bad men combine, the good must associate; else they will fall one by one, an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible struggle."
b. All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.
3. Isa. 62:1 - “For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth”
4. Mt. 12:30 - “He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth”.
5. Jas 4:17  - So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
6. Our Third Point: Step up, Do right.
C. Vs. 12-13a – Our 4th Point - Do Not Rejoice in Misfortune
1. Job 12:4-5 
2. Pro 24:17  
3. Ex.  When something rotten happens to a politician, do not rejoice, hope things get worked out.
a. Ex. When prominent senators get caught up in affairs.
D. Vs. 13b-14 – 5th Point - Do Not Take Advantage of Misfortune
1. Ex. Someone drops a 20, don’t pocket it and keep walking.
2. Ex. Someone has to step out of line grocery store… give place back!  Folks Remember!
IV. Vs. 15-21 – Judgment on the wicked (ALL NATIONS), Deliverance for the People of God.
A. 6th Point - You Reap What you Sow

1. Gal 6:7 - Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
a. Heb. 12:15-17 - Esau and his lineage stand for those wicked and Godless.
· Rom. 2:5-9

2. The lineage of Jacob, the children of Abraham are those who follow God in faith.

a. Heb. 11:8-10

b. Gal 3:7 - Know therefore that they that are of faith, the same are sons of Abraham.
3. Vs. 16 – “Drank on my Holy Mountain” – Metaphor for engaging in sinfulness.

a. All nations will do this and they will be destroyed.

4. House of Jacob – The faithful to God of all Generations and Nations.

5. House of Esau – The disobedient to God in all Generations and Nations.

6. Those of the South (Negev) – Judah – in context sons of Jacob – the faithful
7. “Posession” – This is a reference to folks of all nations being part of the Church.

a. Consider: Is. 54:1-4 – Israel never physically “possessed” all nations.
· Only the Spiritual Israel does this.

b. Isa 2:2-3 - And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the mountain of Jehovah's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.  And many peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. – This was the day of pentacost.
· Vs. 21 – Reference to Pentacost.
8. “Captives” (exiles) – Those in sin 
a. Consider: Luk 4:17-19  And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And he opened the book, and found the place where it was written,  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, Because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor: He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovering of sight to the blind, To set at liberty them that are bruised, To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. – Christ released the captives of sin.
V. Summary: There will be Judgement for the Wicked and the Obedient; Esau and Jacob.
A. Arrogance Decieves

B. God Delivers, Men Disappoint.

C. Step Up Do Right

D. Do Not Rejoice in Misfortune

E. Do Not Take Advantage of Misfortune

F. You Reap What You Sow
