Nahum
I. Introduction

A. Book about Ninevah – Written approx. 650 BC; Possibly earlier.
1. Gen. 10:11-12 – Nimrod Established.

2. Capital City of Assyria

3. Built with Tigris on the East
a. Walls were 100-148 Feet high.  3 chariots could ride side by side. 1500 towers 200ft. high.

b. Khawsar River flowed through its middle.
c. The city itself had a 7.5 mile perimeter, while Ninevah proper was about 60 miles square.
d. Massive Population – 150,000
e. Military said to be the cruelest ever to exist.
4. Besieged two years by Babylon.
5. Destroyed in 612-607. BC by Babylon.
6. Current Day City of Mosul resides on part of its ruins.
B. Jonah – 785. B.C. – Ninevah Repent!  They listen.

C. Nahum – 630 B.C. – New Ninevah – You will be judged.

1. Assyrians had destroyed Israel previously – 721-2 B.C.

2. 701 – Try to take Judah – 185,000

II. Chapter 1

A. Verses 1-8 – 
1. Elkoshite?  - Believed possibly up near Capernaum (meaning city of Nahum)
2. Either way, likely he was of the Galilean region.
B.  Key Points
1. He is a God of Patience - God is slow and patient with His dealings with mankind. 2 Pet. 3:9
2. He is a God of Love - God will care and watch over those who seek Him. – Acts 10 - Cornelius
3. He is a God of Justice - God will punish those who ignore His commandments. 
a. The latter part of vs. 2 says God reserves wrath for his enemies.  Who are enemies?
b. Act 13:10 - and said, O full of all guile and all villany, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?

· Pervert – Corrupt or distort.
c. Jas 4:4 -  Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God.

4. The Bible Presents these as Three Truths about God.
a. Heb 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever.

C. Observations on 1-8
1. God’s control over seas and rivers and lands and elements.

2. We shall see many instances of this today.  However, consider:

a. Famine in Egypt

b. Red Sea – parted

c. Jordan – Parted

d. Sun still for Joshua

e. Shadow moving back 10 steps for Hezekiah

f. Crucifixion – dark, earthquake

D. Verse 8 – Mentions overflowing flood – The destruction of Ninevah is enabled via a flood.
1. Walls are washed out by “freak” flood and enables Babylonians to enter.

E. Verses 9-14

1. Vs. 9 – The Lord need only punish you once.  

a. Any further punishment is based on further transgression. 
2. Vs. 10 - Drunken – Folks in Ninevah were involved in a drunken celebration with Nobles.

a. Was a victory celebration because they did not believe they could be taken.
· They had just turned back a third attempt after 2 years to take the city.

· They thought the seige was over.
· Tigris flood waters from melting snow took miles of the walls and fortifications out.
b. Consumed/stubble – When the king realized their plight was helpless, he set fire to himself and family upon a huge funeral pyre (Rather than be given to Babylonians).  This burned the palace as well.
· Despite their great numberr, they fell.

3. Vs. 11-14 – Wicked Counselor
a. Ninevah  was a very wicked place.

· Had pictures all over of their countless victims

· Their tortures.

4. Speaks of the king in this instance, 
a. The Yoke/Bar, would be the King of Assyria/Ninevah.

b. Many see this also as Messianic Prophecy.
· Seeing this is a type of satan.

F. Verse 15 – Messianic Prophecy to Judah
1. Good tidings! (Being spoken to Judah).  Why? Evil has been overcome.

a. Nahum encourages Judah to celebrate feasts and keep law.

b. Why? 
· Faithfulness to God.  Don’t be like Ninevah!  They fell back in their ways.
2. Two ways of examining this verse:

a. Literal:  Assyria would never more hinder them.

b. Spiritual: Messianic Text.
· After Christ comes, Satan no longer has power to harm.  Only if we give in to him.

· Consider: Is. 52:7 - Zion is often considered reference to the church. 
· Consider: Joel 3:17 – No evil (strangers) pass through the Church.
· “Zion the holy mountain” – The church.
· These verses are why many consider this to be messianic.

G. Chapter 1 speaks of:

1.  God’s Power
2. Three traits

a. His Patience

b. His Love

c. His Justice
3. Good news.  Because of it…
a. The wicked will never pass through the faithful anymore.
H. Key Thought: Chp. 1: Spiritual or Literal: Those who are not obedient to God are punished.
III. Chapter 2
A. Vs 1-2 – Prophecy of Ninevah destruction by Babylon – Shows truth of Bible – Giving faith.
1. Vs. 1 - “the one who scatters” – Babylon – Jer. 51:20
2. Vs. 2 – The “splendor of Jacob” is in reference to the Church.

a. Judah in returning from Babylon were not this people.

b. God would rescue His People – the spiritual Israel.

B. Vs. 3-7 - Prophecy Regarding Babylon and Ninevah
1. Some point out Red Shields – Men of Media with Babylon

2. Others point out Scarlet Identifying Babylon 3rd head of Scarlet Sea Beast of Revelation.

3. Vs. 4 – Why Madly Rushing?  Babylonians unexpectedly in city.

4. Vs. 5 – Why stumbling?  Have been in Drunken Orgy
5. Vs. 6 – Tigris knocked down walls, Palace I burned.

6. Vs. 7 – Many believe this is reference to destruction of Ishtar’s temple.
C. Vs. 8-13 – 

1. Vs. 8-10 - Nineveh was a huge place – visitors from everywhere!  Trading, wealthy.

a. Plunder was massive.

b. People were terrified Babylon was taking them.

c. Like a pool in two ways:

· Vast sea of people (Revelation)

· Series of Aquaducts – gave off a great shimmer like a pool.

2. Vs. 11-12 – This was the home of those like lions – Proud/Vicious

a. Think about what a lion’s den looks like?  Filthy, dirty, stinky, disgusting, horrid.

· This was Nineveh in its disgusting display of conquest, sinfulness, greed, immorality.
· This was to be gone!

IV. Chapter 3

A. Vs. 1-4 – Description of their Destruction
1. Described as a bloody city of lies and robbery.
a. From Coffman: “On their monuments, we may see prisoners impaled alive, flayed, beheaded, dragged to death with ropes passed through rings in their lips, blinded by the king's own hand, hung up by hands or feet to die in slow torture.  Others had their brains beaten out, their tongues torn out by the roots, while the bleeding heads of the slain were tied round the necks of the living who were reserved for further torture.  The royal inscriptions boast with exultation of the number of enemies slain, and of captives carried away, and of cities leveled with the ground."
b. For this and more Babylon would kill them in heaps.

2. Harlotries – their nation’s intense idol worshipping – This brought judgment also.
a. Harlotry is often utilized to people of God turning away in scripture.
· These people had turned to God – Jonah – but they were not faithful.

B. Vs. 5-7 - Pulling of the skirt over the head (Jeremiah13:26, Ez. 16:36)

a. Shaming by showing the nakedness

b. Adam and Eve – Realization they were naked – God creates them a Coat

· Coat – Covering from Shoulders to Knees.

· This is modesty.
c. Levites with Coats and Britches – Loins – All the way to the knee.
d. Ninevites uncovered and shamed.

· Shame is a good thing!  Shame brings about change.  Shame changes the heart.

· Modesty at its core is not cultural.
e. Vs. 7 – Ultimately, none will grieve to see Nineveh gone.

· Ruin of Ninevah was not even found for 2000 years.
· Alexander the Great camped on the ruined site and did not even know it.
C. Vs. 8-17 – Nineveh’s Pride and Strength
1. Vs. 8-10 - NoAmon (Thebes) – on the Nile not the sea.  

a. The Nile at the time referred to as the sea by the Arabs.

b. Thebes thought she was unconquerable at the time.

c. Her allies were Ethiopia, Egypt, Put and Lubim.

d. She fell.

e.  Ninevah may be strong, proud, have allies, but they will fall.
2. Vs. 11-14 – Drunk, literal but also Pride, they did not believe they would fall.
a. The eater Babylon destroyed them.

b. Fire was literal, but was also the fast spreading fire of the Babylonian destruction.

c. Bricks were there to try to stop flood and rebuild walls and fortifications.
3. Vs. 15-17 - Ninevah to be destroyed as locusts destroy.

a. Ninevah then compared like locusts – they were great destroyers themselves.

b. Mass Population.

c. Yet, like all locust plagues, Nineveh was going to disappear.

D. Vs. 18-19 – Complete Destruction of Nineveh
1. People are dead and scattered.

2. No return of the city of Ninevah

3. No  cure to their wound.

4. No one sorry to hear of their demise.

V. Closing: Prophecy is Prominent in the Book of Nahum
A. It is demonstrated in the predicted fall of Nineveh.

1. This was specific in:

a. The description of the enemy

b. The mention of the drunken celebration

c. The mention of the flood

d. The mention of the burning

e. This is not some mundane non-specific, by chance prophecies.
B. In this book, God demonstrates a pattern of Justice.

1. He brings punishment upon disobedience which is wickedness.
2. He warns Judah to be faithful
3. He gives prophecy of the coming of the Good news in Christ as all books of Bible do.

a. Rom 1:1-4 - Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, which he promised afore through his prophets in the holy scriptures, concerning his Son, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, who was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead; even Jesus Christ our Lord,
b. Eph 2:19 - So then ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief corner stone; in whom each several building, fitly framed together, groweth into a holy temple in the Lord;  in whom ye also are builded together for a habitation of God in the Spirit.
