I. Introduction – Mother’s Day

II. Mom’s and the Bible

A. Bible tells us Mother’s are to be honored.

1. “honor thy mother” appears 8 times in the Bible.

2. What does “honor” mean?

a. to show a courteous regard for

b. to regard with respect tinged with awe

B. We are here because of Mom.
1. That is we’re on earth because Mom was given the ability to bear children.

2. Mom is responsible for bringing many of us to Church.

a. It was the faith of my mother that cause me to be introduced to God.

b. Anyone can introduce you to God, usually, it is mom.

3. Statistically speaking…Mom’s are the most faith-minded group in America.

a. Sadly, Dad’s lag behind.

C. Mother’s of the Bible – Many we could talk about today.

1. Eve

2. Hannah

3. Naomi

4. Athalia

5. Mary mother of Jesus

6. Jezebel

7. Eunice, mother of Timothy

8. Lois, the mother of Eunice
D. Not going to look today at Examples of Mothers from the Bible.

1. Not on being an excellent mother or excellent wife.

2. This lesson is for the children in honor of our mothers.

Sermon Title: The Sermon Your Mom Wants You to Hear

E. Childbearing is a Blessing Given only to Women.

1. From the day the Doctor places infant in Mom’s arms…

a. She knows some day they will be grown

b. Some Day her baby will leave home

2. You will become salesmen, nurses, servicemen, firemen, accountants, millers, brick layers, teachers, lawyers, and a host of other jobs.

3. You will possibly become Mothers and Fathers as well. 

4. Once dependant on us, often our babies may take care of us.

F. Gen. 2:24 – First time in the bible mother mentioned.

1. The Context - Celebration of marriage

2. The Reality - Mother has to say goodbye to her children.

3. From the first hello at birth, to good-byes, this is the cycle of Life.

Sermon Context

G. Two Questions We Will Examine Today

1. What do mothers want for their children?

2. What do mothers want from their children?

H. Sermon based on Email Questionnaire from Christian Mom’s Here and Other Churches 

1. Emails I sent out… got their perspective.

2. Feedback strong, loving, full of dedication to their babies.

A. Q. 1 – What do mothers want for their children?
B. Answer: They want the best.  

1. They want you to have choices for your life.

2. It is not enough just for you to have choices.  

3. They want you to exercise choices and exercise them well.

C. Children Go through Various Cycles of Choice Making.

1. When our Children are little we make their choices.

a. Bottle feeding or Not.

b. Huggies or Pampers or Not.

c. Sleeping with light on or Not.

2. As children grow they get more choices.

a. Barnie or Sesame Street.

b. Milk or Kool Aid

c. American Girl or Pollies

d. And then…

e. Overnight, they are no longer having us dress them, Tying Shoes.

f. The decisions slowly become theirs.

3. Eventually we play only opinion roll.  We sit back and watch.

a. This can be Stressful to parents and for children.

· Ex. Handing over cooking duties to children.  Is the child going to burn itself or set fire to the kitchen?  The child worries if they are going to do the right thing and are nervous.  Bailey measures every single thing out exactly.

· Ex. Letting your child drive out the drive way and down the street… while you are in the car!  My wife tells story of how her mother would sit in the car, clutching the doorstraps! Yet, the child had been given the reigns and decision making authority for controlling the car.

· Ex. Dealing with your child’s first encounters with dating and looking for a mate.  You have talked with them over and over about the importance of this decision making process and now, it is out of your hands.
b. The Worst things is for our children is to leave home and to never have had the opportunity to practice decision making under godly parents.

· The child would be unprepared and more vulnerable.

c. Slowly we give choices.

d. For children, the range of choices is never enough.

e. Parents – it is always too much.

f. Thus the stress we live under every day.

4. Sometimes We Second Guess Ourselves on Decisions for our children.

a. Kids don’t see this – but we agonize.

· Expand. First time leaving child at daycare or to go out to eat.
b. Best we can do is best we can do.

c. Our primary responsibility is to teach our children about making proper choices.

D. America, Land of Opportunity

1. The Illegal Immigration issue is big in the United States Currently.

a. Ex. Border crossers who come across to give birth. Why?  Child has US birth certificate.  

b. This gives that child more decisions.  A chance for a better life.
2. All mothers want children to have more choices.
a. A Better life than we had ourselves.

b. Every Opportunity for joy and happiness

3. Mothers want more for you than to have choices.

a. Mothers want you to make good choices.
b. Frustration when grown to have parent’s advice. 

· I am an adult now!

c. Hurts them to see you making choices that will limit your choices in the future or hurt you today.

· Choice of Friends –Wants you around people who are taking responsibility for lives!

· Choice of behavior – Wants you Alert, active, helpful, courteous, involved, pure.

d. Mothers don’t just raise you so you can make choices.  They want you to make the right choices.

4. Prov. 10:1 – Girls and Boys, don’t cause your mother agony.
a. There are going to be nights throughout her life, that mom will be awake thinking about you.

b. She will be praying for you.

c. She will be crying for you.

d. And you won’t even know it.

5. Mothers want you to be healthy and happy

a. Both of those have a lot to do with choices we make to be so.

b. Mother wants for us:

· Marry well

· Good family lives - Grandchildren
· Love and be loved

· Live life to the fullest

· Want free from emotional scars and baggage

a. What Choice Do Christian Mother’s Want Most from Their Children?  

· To Choose to have an close Relationship with God.

· Even if not happy – Though mom knows in heaven you will be.

· Even if not wealthy – Though you will be rich in heaven.

b. One mother wrote something I found very touching and telling:

· She emails and writes her children often.  She closes letters with 3 John 4.
· “Greater joy have I none than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”
A. Q.2: What do mothers want from their children?
1. The Top Three Things Mother’s Want from their Children?

a. Mother Wants:

b. You to turn down the music.

c. Shut the front Door.

d. Clean your room.

2. Mother really wants: 

a. Your Time

B. Your Love

b. R-E-S-P-E-C-T
C. Your Mother Wants Your Time
1. Time with our children is like a funnel

2. When children are small they demand a lot of our time.

3. Eventually we get a little back.

4. Later the children want even more free time from us.

a. They develop a Sense of self.

b. They are confident in themselves and move forward on their own.

5. Mother still wants time from Children.

a. As teens and older!

6. When did you last say, Mom, I would rather stay in tonight and spend time with you!

· Did she ask you immediately if something was wrong?
7. 
b. Mom’s happy when you want time with them.

8. Elisha – I Kings 19:20 – Had great mission ahead to serve Elijah!
a. Elisha took time to remember mom.

a. Mom probably never forgot that moment.

Teens, kids, parents, watch the preacher’s Wife

b. When I came I mentioned value of my family.

c. Church was/has been supportive

d. Time with family is dear to April

· Important

· (Mary Cherished all in her heart)
Children do not forget to spend time with your mother.
9. You have important jobs and tasks you take care of each day.
a. Mom wants and has earned your time.
· Distance?  Phone her.

· Write her.

1. Local, sit down with her and share your time.

b. Honor Your Mother!
D. Your Mother Wants your love
2. Communicate it

3. Say it!

4. Write it!

5. Show it!

a. Joh 15:13 - Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
1. Have you laid out your life as a tribute of honor to your mother?

6. Honor Your Mother!
E. Your Mother Wants Your RESPECT
2. Eph. 6:2 - Honor thy father and mother (which is the first commandment with promise), that it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.
3. Lev. 19:3 – “Ye Shall revere, every man, his mother and his father.”
4. Lines you don’t cross.  Fathers teach boys not to disrespect women.

a. Especially, above all your mother. 

b. Ex. 37 year old friend raised voice to mother, His father set him straight.

c. Prov. 23:22 - Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, And disrespect not thy mother when she is old.
5. Mothers deserve respect.

a. Because of Mom’s example many children have found it easier to follow God.

b. “She is deserving of time, love, respect, honor”

c. Can you say this about your mom?  Count yourself lucky!

6. If not, I am sorry.  There are Mom’s here already who worry about you.

a. I haven’t seen a child or a baby go through this building that has only been in one set of arms.

b. Don’t think you outgrow that.

c. You have many Godly parents who are concerned about your choices.

d. Honor Your Mothers!
A. Are Your Parents Flawed?
B. I Pray kids have good and bad memory

1. Remember praise

2. Forget my crankiness

Remember hugs

Forget our anger

Remember Godliness

Forget our foolishness

C. We do not have to repeat mistakes of parents

1. For Present and future Parents

2. Maybe we can give our children a better life or maybe not…

However, we can be the parent our child deserves.

3. We can teach them the proper Choices and let them make them.

Closing
A. Children of all ages - Challenge: Be Kind of Child where Mom says:
1. I don’t want for them – They have all – They have God.

2. I don’t want from them – They have given all – they have honored me.
