Men Disappoint, God Provides

“It is better to take refuge in Jehovah than to put confidence in man” (Psa. 118:8).
I.  I Believe

II. How many of you have had close relationships in your life?
A. Mankind Disappoints

· Fiance Fiasco – Mankind Disappoints

· Father asking for me to leave home – “”

· Mother not flying out to see family – “”

· All Men Disappoint

B. God Provides

· Wanted a new job and a change; Ohio – God Provides

· Miserable at new Job; Wanted a Change; Fired – “”

· Wanted to sell home to be closer to work – “”

· Rental – Rent Free!  (You have to be Thankful) – “”

· Rental – Short Notice! (You have to be Thankful) – “”

Mankind disappoints. God Provides.

III. Jesus was Different from Other Men

· Adam and Eve – Gen 3:7-10
· Jesus - Luke 2:41-49
· Jesus – Mk. 1:35–37
· Jesus - Mk. 3:32-35
IV. Disappointments and Provision in the Old Testament

A. Moses Chosen to Lead Israel

1. God Speaks to Moses – Ex. Chp. 3  

a. God Wants to Free his People from Egypt

b. God Chooses Moses – Ex. 3:10
c. Moses Argues with God – Ex. 3:11, 4:1, 10-13
d. God Provides Aaron v. 14 and his leader Moses.
2. God Delivers Israel from Egypt

a. Moses Approaches Pharoah – Ex. 5:1-2
b. Pharoah Refuses (dissappoints)
c. God Affirms his Promise – Ex. 6:1-5
d. God Shows His Power – Ex. Chp. 7-11
· Rod Becomes Snake, Nile turns to Blood, Frog infestation, Insect swarms, cattle death, plague of Boils, plague of hail, plague of locusts, darkness over the land, death of the first born – Passover.
e. Pharoah releases Israel

f. God Provides!
3. God Provides at the Red Sea

a. Israel is before Red Sea

b. Pharoah changes mind and is coming after Israel
c. Israel’s Faith Disappoints Ex. 14:10-12
d. God Provides and Divides the Red Sea.
4. God Provides Water and Gives a Promise of Freedom from Disease

a. Israel In Wilderness free from Egypt

b. No Water so complaints begin Ex. 15:22-24
c. God Provides
d. God Adds A promise regarding Disease

· Adam and Eve were free with God providing

· Israel now Free with God providing
5. Israel Complains that they have not Bread or Meat

a. Israel Complains – Ex. 16: 3
b. God Provides and tests – Ex. 16:4, 12
c. God sets instruction  and Israel Disappoints - Ex. 16: 22-28

B. David and Goliath – 1 Sam. 17
1. Israel disappoints – 1 Sam 17: 8-11
2. David Steps up – 1 Sam. 17:45

3. God Provides – 1 Sam. 17:49

C. David (Man after God’s own heart) disappoints – 2 Sam. 11
1. God is with David

2. David commits adultery with Bathsheba
3. David Kills Uriah
4. David dissappointed.
Mankind disappoints. God Provides.

V. Disappointments and Provision in the New Testament
A. Jesus – God Man – Mat. 26:1-2
1. Jesus prophecies his crucifixion

2. Jesus doesn’t run!

B. Judas – The Betrayer – Mat. 26:14-16
1. Judas – One of the Twelve – A trusted friend of Jesus

2. Judas pre-meditates betrayal based on greed.

C. Jesus / Judas a Contrast of Men – Mat.26:20-25

1. Jesus continues prophecy and does not back down from duty

2. Judas lies to Jesus face

D. Jesus Prophecy and Peter – Mat. 26:31-35
1. Jesus Prophecies Scattering

2. Peter swears allegiance

3. Jesus prophecies Peter’s denials

E. The Garden Betrayal and Jesus Reaction - Matt. 26: 47–50
1. Judas Betrays with a kiss

2. Jesus calls him Friend 

3. Prophecy fullfilled, all flee – Vs. 58
F. Judas reaction – Matt. 27:3-5
1. Judas regrets actions

2. Judas hangs himself
G. Peters denials and reaction – Mat. 26:69-75

1. Peter Regrets Actions

2. Peter goes on to Preach Jesus – Acts 2:ff
Mankind will disappoint.  God will provide.  

VI. Mankind has a choice after disappointment: Serve or Perish.  

John 3:16 - “For God so love the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life”.

· God does not want us to Perish!

God offers Eternal Destruction or Eternal Life.

God Provides, He is Just!

· What will your choice be?  Will you be Judas? Or Peter?
VII. Closing

Do you follow man… disappointing God… or Do you serve and follow the Provider’s plan?

Bill Clinton Nov. 2005

"It's interesting to me that we always proclaim – especially certain numbers of us – that we're the most religious big country in the world," said Clinton. "It may be true, but we also seem to be the most reluctant to get to heaven." 

Have you served God?  Do you trust in Him to Provide after this life?
