Must One Be a Member of the Church of Christ to be Saved?
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I) Introduction
A) God Loves Mankind
1) God has from before the foundations of earth had a plan of redemption for man.

2) This plan was manifest from the beginning of man.

II) God’s Plan is here in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.

A) Old Testament Looked With Great Anticipation for Two Things:

1) Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ

2) Establishment of the Church of Christ

B) Adam and Eve

1) Gen. 3:1-6 – The First Recorded Sin

(a) When Man sinned, God started heading toward Calvary

2) Gen. 3:15 – First hint of God redeeming man back from his sins.

C) Abraham

1) Gen. 12:1-3 – When God told Abraham he would bless the world through his seed

(a) He was talking about the coming of Christ

· Gal. 3:8

· Gal. 3:16

· Gen. 49:8-10

· Mic. 5:2

· Mat. 1:1-2

· Rev. 5:5

· Heb. 7:12-14

· Rev. 5:12-14

(b) These Reference right back to the seed of woman in Gen. 3:15 and Shilo in Gen. 49:10.
2) Mat. 16:13-19 - Thus, Jesus said, “I will build my church”
D) On the first Pentacost following the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Jesus Builds His Church!
1) We hear the sermon inaugurating New Testament Christianity in the World.

2) Acts 2:1-6

(a) Then they begin to enumerate all the places on the earth from which the people had come…
· The people wondered how they could hear these folks like this and what does it mean?
· They were answered by some saying, “these men are full of new wine”. – Drunk!
3) Acts 2:14-16 - Peter goes back to the Old Testament!
(a) He brings up proof to substantiate what he was saying.

(b) He did not expect them to take him at his word.

(c) He did not tell stories

(d) He did not quote from the Philosophers of the day

(e) He did not quote the Theologians of the day

(f) He did not take an excursion into politics

(g) He did not relate person experiences

(h) He did not talk about sports

4) What was he to do to answer what this meant?  He quoted the scriptures!

(a) He gave BCV for what he was saying.

· He recognized those people needed proof, the needed evidence.
5) He showed them what one of their own prophets had prophesied was to happen on this occasion. 

(a) By That prophecy, he answered the question! 
· He cleared up the confusion in the minds of those people. 

6) Now he was ready to preach the first gospel sermon - In the name of the resurrected Christ

(a) As commanded by the Great commission in Luke 24:47
(b) Acts 2:22-24 – This is the resurrection of Christ.
7) Having referred to the resurrection of Christ, Peter again goes back to the Old Testament.

(a) He does this to gather proof that David was not the coming Messiah

(b) Acts 2:29-37

(c) Vs. 38… the peter said come down here and wriggle around on the floor!

· Is that what he said?
· Why do people do that today?

· Did he tell them to come down and start praying?

· Why do people do that today?

· We need to say what peter said!

· Acts 2:38-41a ( Vs. 47b
8) Thus we have the first gospel sermon

(a) In the name of the resurrected Christ

· Under the Great Commission

· Inaugurating New testament Christianity in the world
(b) When those people heard the gospel

· They believed the gospel

· They obeyed the gospel

· And the Lord added them to the Church
III) If you were to ask the wrong person in the world today who believe the Bible is the word of God…

A) Do you believe that an individual has to be a member of the Church of Christ in order to be saved? – No!

1) If you were to go out and stand on the street and ask ( ) all of those people that came by ( No!
(a) If you were to ask ( ) anyone in the Church of Christ today, ( some will answer No!
2) We have ceased to teach, preach, emphasize, and impress the fundamentals of gospel obedience. 
(a) Even now we have members of the Church of Christ who are not fully convinced in their own mind that one must be a member of the Church of Christ in order to be saved.
3) How can an individual who doubts that… who questions that…
(a) Be serious about the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ?
4) How can he be convinced about in talking to his family, friends, neighbors, loved ones, classmates when he has doubts about the truthfulness of this Bible truth?
B) Most of the world and even some in the church answer “Do you believe as absolute necessity that a person has to be a member of the Church of Christ to be saved and go to heaven?” ( No!
1) Yet, if you were to take the same question and rearrange the same question and rearrange the same words in a different way and articulate it in a different way.

(a) If you were to ask that same question, those same people would answer in a different way. 

· They would answer absolutely without any doubt YES.
2) For instance, If you were to ask…

C)  “Does one have to obey the gospel of Jesus Christ in order to be saved and to go to heaven?

1) Those same people would say absolutely without any doubt YES!

2) Rom. 1:16 – It is the one gospel that comes out of the one Bible that leads to the one Church.
(a) Gospel is the good news Jesus Christ Died for Our Sins, was buried, arose again the 3rd day.
· Certainly an individual must obey the gospel of Jesus Christ in order to go to heaven.

3) I Cor. 15:1-4

(a) Yes an individual must believe and accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to be saved.

4) Mat. 7:19-21

(a) Often time the question is asked, Who is going to be saved?  These verses answer the question!

· Those who obey God.

· Jesus says the only way to heaven is through the gates of obedience.
· In order to go to heaven, in order to be saved one must obey God.

5) Speaking of the Judgment, the judgment of suffering – I Pet. 4:17
(a)  This is not the final judgment, it is the judgement of suffering the people were to go through.

(b) Yet, he says, “what shall the end be for those who do not obey the gospel?”  What a question!

· Paul answers – 2 Thess. 1:6-9
· This is vengeance - not administering mercy

· Not manifesting grace

· The end is damnation away from God for eternity.

(c) Must one obey the Gospel of Jesus Christ in order to be saved?  

(d) Paul says, if he doesn’t, he will be lost forever.

6) What happens to those people that obey the gospel?

(a) In Acts 2 – when they obeyed the gospel, God added them to the church.
· A Person doesn’t go out and join some club.  
· They don’t go out and join some manmade institution.

· He doesn’t just shop around for the church of his choice.

· He does his part, responding to grace, in obedience of faith, obeying the Gospel of Jesus

· When he does that God takes him and puts him where he wants him ( In the Church of Christ!

(b) That is what they did on the day of Pentacost.

· They heard the gospel.

· They believed the gospel.

· They obeyed the gospel.

· And the Lord added them…

· Them who?  Those who heard, believed, and obeyed the gospel…

·  To What? to the Church.

· When you ask, “Must one obey the gospel of Jesus Christ…
· That is just another way of asking: “Must one be a member of the Church of Christ?”
· Those questions are identical!

(c) Must one be a member of the Church of Christ in order to go to heaven?  YES!

· If one doesn’t have to obey Gospel of Christ, then you don’t have to be a member of his Church.

D) Must One be led by the Holy Spirit of God in order to be saved and go to heaven?

1) Go ask our denominational neighbors who believe in the Bible and they will say (Yes.

(a) One must be led by the Spirit of God in order to go to heaven.

· Rom. 8:14 – Paul tells us how many are the sons of God.

2) Well, how does the spirit lead?  Only two ways possible!

(a) Indirectly or directly.

3) If the spirit is leading anyone directly today, there is only one way you are going to know it and that is based on your feelings.
(a) Feelings are subjective

(b) They offer no proof, no evidence, with one’s relationship to God.

4) There are thousands of people in the Pentacostal Charismatic movement who think they are in a proper relationship with God based on their feelings.
(a) How many times we have all been mislead by our feelings.

(b) How many times before you got the GPS?

(c) You were going down the road, thinking you were going in the right direction, only to learn 30 miles later you were going in the wrong direction?

(d) There is something objective.  There is a road map.  There are signs.  There are numbers.  
· But our spirit said we were going in the right direction.

· How many times have we been doing something and believing in it.

· Convinced we are doing it in the right way.

· Yet, upon checking the manual, the blueprint, the instruction, the recipe, the pattern the roadmap, we suddenly discover we are doing it in the wrong way and we have to tear it all up and have to start all over again.

5) No wonder the proverbs writer says: Prov. 28:26, 16:25, 14:12
6) If the Holy Spirit is working directly today, then we don’t have to preach the gospel.  We can sit back and let the Holy Spirit do that.

(a) We do not have to go out and knock doors and canvas 

· We can sit back and let the Holy Spirit can do that.  
7) That concept eliminates every human effort and need in the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ.
(a) We might as well say that Jesus did not know what he was talking about when he told human beings I want you to go and preach the gospel to all creation.  

· He did not say he wanted the Spirit to do it, but the apostles!
(b) He should have just said you apostles sit back on your bed of ease and play dominoes and checkers every day, because I am going to let the Holy Spirit take care of that for me.

8) Yes, the Holy Spirit Leads – 

(a) “For as many are led by the spirit of God” – But the Holy Spirit leads indirectly through us through the Preacher of the Bible!

· All the leading, all the teaching, all the preaching, every effort and influence of truth on a person’s soul comes through means of the taught Word of God.

· Eph. 6:17

· The soldier takes the physical sword he inserts that physical sword into the physical heart of the enemy with the express purpose of separating the heart from the body to bring about physical death.

· The Holy Spirit takes a spiritual word which is the Word of God and through the teaching and preaching of the Bible the Word is inserted into the spiritual heart of the sinner to separate the sin from the soul to bring about spiritual life.

(b) Yes the Holy Spirit leads. It guides, directs, instructs, and draws men to God by the proclamation of the greatest message ever known ( The Cross of Jesus Christ!

9) Thus, the Holy Spirit leads us to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

(a) I can read that because Jesus told me Himself.

· John 8:24 

(b) Thus, the Spirit leads me to repent of my sins!

· But Jesus told me that…

· Luke 13:3
(c) Thus, the Spirit leads me to confess Jesus Christ is the Son of God…

· Rom. 10:10… With confession one is moved toward that pool of water…

· We haven’t got there just because of the confession “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus”
(d) Thus, the Holy Spirit leads me, guides me, instructs me through the proclamation of the Bible to be baptized for remission of my sins.

· Mk. 16:16

· Acts 22:16
(e) When I have believed, repented, confessed, and been baptized, I have followed the Spirit.

· Where does the Spirit lead me?  

· Right up into the Church of Christ. (  No Place else 
· Through the teaching and preaching of the Bible.

· It leads us into the Church of Christ.

10) Must one be led by the Holy Spirit in order to be saved and go to heaven?

(a) The denominations will tell you Yes without hesitation!

(b) But if you ask them, must one be a member of the Church of Christ to be saved where the Holy Spirit leads him? they will say NO!  Even though both the questions are identical!

E) Must One Contact the Saving Blood of Jesus Christ in Order to be Saved?
· Mat. 26:28

· Eph. 1:7

· Heb. 9:12

· I Pet. 1:18-19

· Rev. 1:5

1) If an individual is to be saved today it is because he contacts the saving blood of Jesus Christ and the only way you can do that is obey the Gospel of Christ.

(a) John 19:36

(b) Rom. 6:1-5
2) Baptism is the culminating act of gospel obedience that puts us where the Blood was shed, enabling us to be cleansed of our sins in the blood of Calvary.

(a) Must one contact the saving blood of Jesus Christ?  Yes!

(b) How does one contact the blood?  By Obeying the Gospel!

· One obeys the gospel by being led by the Spirit.

3) That is just another way of asking, Must one be a member of the Church of Christ!

(a) When one obeys the gospel, thus being led by the Spirit and contacting the blood, the Lord adds them to the Church.

(b) That’s the way they did it on the day of Pentacost.  They obeyed the gospel.  They were led by the Spirit. They contacted the Blood and God put them right in the Church.

F) Must one be Reconciled to God in order to go to heaven?

1) Is. 59:1– So what is the Problem Isaiah?  Help us!
(a) Is. 59:2 – Sin! – If God will not hear you how can you go to heaven?
2) When Abraham looked down at the Rich man he said, “there is a great gulf fixed [between me and you.]”
(a) There is a giant chasm of sin between God and man.

3) We can live on earth as long as Methuselah and do his best to obey every moral law to perfection, yet he cannot take care of one single sin on his own.

(a) Eph. 2:1-16

(b) What is that body?

· Eph. 1:22-23

(c) Reconciliation occurs in the Church, in His body, which is the Church!

4) Is it not astounding that men want reconciliation

(a) They understand the necessity of reconciliation

(b) They understand the need to be reconciled with God, but…

· They deny and nullify the very place where it all occurs.

· It is in the Church of Christ were reconciliation occurs.

G) Must one be in Christ in order to go to Heaven?

· 2 Tim. 2:10

· Eph. 1:3

· Eph. 1:7

1) How does one get “in” Christ?
(a) Obeying Christ Gospel

(b) By being led by Christ’s Spirit

(c) By Contacting Christ’s Blood

(d) By being reconciled back to God through Christ

(e) That is how you get into Christ!

2) Only two times in the Bible do we read “into Christ”.
(a) Both times the text says “baptized into Christ”. 
· Rom. 6:3

· Gal. 3:27
(b) Baptism is the final, culminating act of gospel obedience that puts us where the blood was shed.  
· This Enables us to be cleansed of our sins and to come into Jesus Christ.

(c) Certainly all men are going to have to be in Christ to be in Heaven.

· To be in Christ is to be in Christ’s Church!
3) The only other time we read the phrase “baptized into”, instead of the Holy Spirit using the word “Christ”, He uses the word “body” which is the Church.
· I Cor. 12:13a – For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…
· (Eph. 1:22-23) – Tells us the Church is the body.
4) Baptism, the final act of gospel obedience places us in Christ.  
(a) It places us in the body of Christ which is the Church of Christ.

(b) How can a man affirm a man must be in Christ to go to heaven, but…

·  deny a man must be a member of Christ’s Church to go to heaven 
· when they mean the same thing?

H) Must one be in the body of Christ in order to go to heaven?  

1) Even the denominations will say we must be in the body of Christ to go to heaven.  
(a) Yet there is no difference between the body of Christ and the Church of Christ.

· Eph. 1:22-23 and Col. 1:24 both tell us they are the same.
(b) It is baptism the final act of gospel obedience, that places one in Christ, that places one in the body of Christ, which is the Church of Christ.

2) It is a sad tragedy, the religious world today, does not understand, the body of Christ and the Church of Christ are one and the same.

(a) If you were to ask does one have to be a member of the body of Christ? the whole Bible believing world would say YES!  

(b) But if you were to preach one needed to be a member of the Church of Christ to go to heaven…

· They would be offended, disturbed, upset, angry!
· But that is what the Bible teaches!
I) Must one be a part of that which is saved in order to go to Christ’s heaven?

1) John 3:16 – Christ sent his son to save the entire world.

(a) (2 Pet. 3:9) – God does not want us to Perish
2) God does want to save the entire world, but the entire world does not want to be saved.

(a) They rush on to their own decisions and they choose self will over God’s will.

· He is he Savior of the Church of Christ – Eph. 5:23
J) Who are those in the Church?

1) Why is it that God can only save those in the Church?

(a) Because he can only save those who obey Christ’s gospel.

(b) When you obey Christ’s Gospel, you wind up in Christ’s Church.

(c) He only saves those who have been led by Christ’s spirit.

· When you are led by Christ’s Spirit, you end up right in Christ’s Church.

(d) He only saves those people who have contacted the saving blood of Jesus Christ.

· When a person does that, God puts them in the Church.

(e) He can only save those that have been reconciled back to God.

· Reconciliation occurs in the Church.

· He can save people who are in Christ.
(f) He can only save those people who are in the body of Christ

2) Who are those in the Church?  They are the Saved!
K) Closing - It is sad the religious world is so confused about the A,B,C’s and 1,2,3’s simplicity of the gospel.

1) It is as foreign to the minds of men as heaven is to hell.

2) Does one have to be a member of the Church of Christ and die faithfully in the Church?  Yes!

(a) One must obey the gospel to go to heaven.

(b) One must be led by the Spirit to go to heaven.

(c) One must contact the saving blood of Jesus Christ to go to heaven.

(d) One must be reconciled to God to go to heaven.

(e) One must be in Christ, one must be in his body, one must be part of the saved to go to heaven.

(f) That is the only body that God is going to save.

(g) That is his Church.

3) The denominations, manmade institutions might be fun on this side to live in, but they aren’t worth a dime to die in, because saved you will never be.
