Matthew 24 Parts A & B

I Introduction - Mat. 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 – Not Lk. 17
A Approach from duel Prophecy… Jerusalem was a type of the destruction of all things.  
1 As in the last day, Christians are delivered and the Worldly destroyed.  

II Terms that Must be Examined - Age, End, Generation, Coming or comings
A Age (aeon for our discussion)
1 From Thayers Greek Dictionary
a for ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time, eternity
b the worlds, universe
c period of time, age
2 This word can be utilized for the age of man upon the earth;  the Patriarchal/Mosaic/Christian ages; the time of the Amorites, Romans, Jews, Gentiles.  It’s usage depends upon context.

B End – Refers to the final point of something – It’s usage also depends upon context.
1 Mat 28:20 - Teaching1321 them846 to observe5083 all things3956 whatsoever3745 I have commanded1781 you:5213 and,2532 lo,2400 I1473 am1510 with3326 you5216 always,3956, 2250 unto2193 the3588 end4930 of the3588 world.165 Amen.281 

2 The word “world” here in the KJV is translated by some as “age”.  So what we must keep what we have discussed thus far in mind.

3 From Mat. 28:20, does it make logical sense to say that Jesus Christ will be with us only until Roman Empire? Or only until you die?  Or only until 70 AD?  This was approx. 30 AD.  Did always mean? 40 years until Jerusalem fell?  
a Or does it make better sense to say that Jesus Christ will be with us always, which for mankind means until the end of the earth and the coming of our resurrection?

4 The term “End of the Age” is used 6 times in the New Testament.  Mat. 13:39, 40, 49; Mat. 24:3, Mt. 28:20, and Heb. 9:26.  Not including our text in Mat. 24:3 – every time it means the timeframe of the end of the World.

5 Observation #1 – Jesus will be with his disciples through to the end of the destruction of the Earth, not just until 70 AD.  Thus, end does not necessarily mean the end of Jerusalem.

C Generation – Specific DNA, A group of men living at the same time, a timeframe of 30-33 years, many extend to 40, an age, nation, or time.  Again, as our other words – this depends on context.
1 As all of these words are in our text, you can imagine the potential number of conclusions folks can reach just on these.  
a This is why word studies and context are so important.

D Coming vs. Comings – 
1 In regard to the return of our Lord, New Testament speaks only of one coming back.  This is a time of rejoicing and judgment.  There are not comings of the Lord mentioned.
III Apart from the above terms we must also examine Clouds and Christ.
A Acts 1:9-11, Dan. 7:13-14, Matt. 26:64, Mark 14:62, I Thess. 4:17, Rev. 1:7
1 Act 1:9-11 - And when he had said these things, as they were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they were looking stedfastly into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven. – Ascension

2 Dan 7:13-14 - I saw in the night-visions, and, behold, there came with the clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. – Reception of the Kingdom from God the Father (after resurrection).

3 Mat 26:64 - Jesus said unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Henceforth ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.

4 Mar 14:62 - And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.

5 1Th 4:17 - then we that are alive, that are left, shall together with them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

6 Rev 1:7 - Behold, he cometh with the clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they that pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth shall mourn over him. Even so, Amen.

7 From these passages, we see that when Christ returns he will be coming in the clouds.  
a In, I Thessalonians, a mixed group of Christians not in Jerusalem are told that they will meet Christ in the clouds.  
b In Revelation, a message to the churches (Note all Jews) in Asia (not Jerusalem) are told when Christ returns in the clouds that every eye will see him.

8 Though there are verses which discuss God and Clouds and Judgment on nations, none of them speak of Christ.

9 Observation #2 – When Christ comes again, he will come in the clouds, all the church will meet him in the sky, all eyes (Not just those in Asia or Jerusalem) will see Him.







IV History of the Temple
A To 64 AD.
1 First Built by Solomon
2 Second by Zerubabel
3 Third during Jesus Time was Herod.
4 At the time of Mathew 24, the temple had been in construction for 50 years.
5 Temple was finished in 64 AD
6 Many of the stones in its construction were well over a million pounds.

B Following the death of Christ
1 Temple in Jerusalem was no longer dwelling place of God.
2 The Temple was the Church.
3 It had no spiritual purpose.
4 Even during the time of Christ it had turned into a shame not a glorification of God.

V The Temple was Under Siege and Destroyed in Aug 70 AD;  However, much happened before then.
A In 66 AD, Cestius Gallus a general over Syria, led armies to quell uprisings in Judea.  
1 He moved all the way to the temple itself, but withdrew in 66 AD believing he did not have the forces he needed to control the area.
2 According to the website livius.org,  “In November, however, the army was forced to return; on his way back, he was defeated by one of the leaders of the Zealots, Eleaser son of Simon. Humiliation was added to the disgrace: the legion lost its standard. This may have been a Jewish success, but it was clear that the Romans would return with a larger army, and many people left Jerusalem, leaving it in the hands of the radicals. There is a late tradition that says that among those who went away, were the Jewish Christians.”   Preparation for War began at this point.” The Wars of the Jews, Book 2, Chapter 19, Paragraph 7, Line 540 Records this event.

3 Actually, it is Believed Christians began to exit around 64 AD the last to leave in 69 AD.

B Due to the defeat of Cestius, in 67 AD Vespasian (Titus) is appointed to take care of Judea.  
1 He appoints his son, Titus, as one of his lieutenants.

C In 68 AD, as the Romans were prepared to attack Jerusalem Again. 
1 They had been waiting for the folks of Jerusalem to weaken themselves from ongoing internal disputes, there was a change of leadership in Rome and a civil war.  Vespasian, sent Titus back to Rome initially, but then He withdrew from Jerusalem and they both went to Rome. 

D In July 69 AD, Vespasian ended up the next Emperor of Rome.
1  (As Josephus had predicted he would).  Less than a year later, Jerusalem was under siege by Titus.

E On April 14, AD 70, during Passover Titus laid siege to Jerusalem. 
1 Half a million travelers had been allowed in the city.  This was part of Roman strategy.  Once the people were in, they consumed the resources of Jerusalem.  They were not let out.  Mass starvation ensued.  By August, the battle was over.
2 97,000 folks taken prisoner.  600,000 to 1,100,000 died.  30,000 men crucified.
VI  Matthew 24 (Reflecting also on Mark 13 and Luke 21)
A Vs. 1-2 - Specifics of Conversation
1 Location: Temple Mount and Mount of Olives
2 Audience: Disciples (From Mark 13 – Peter, James, John, Andrew)

B Vs. 3 - Similar to Mark 13 and Luke 21, questions are asked.  
1 However, Matthew demonstrates the full set of questions asked.
2 There has been much discussion over how many questions are asked here:
a When will these things be? (temple be torn down)
b What are the signs of you coming? (So we can look for them before, during, or after the destruction).
c What are the signs of the end of the age? (When are you setting up your earthly kingdom?)

3 It is my belief the questions were asked lumping 2 and 3 together – expecting there to be one answer.  
a That is His coming and the End of the Age were one in the same.
b The question in regard to this is what did they consider the “end of the age”?
· Acts 1:6 – tells us the disciples were looking for an earthly kingdom.
· Certainly, this would be an end to whatever other kingdom was ruling at the time.
-  Closest view is end of Romans. 

· Understood was Christ’s Kingdom would be last in the World, it would be at the end.
-  This would not contradict the “end of the world” being the end of the Romans.
-  This would of course, match all other uses of the term “End of age” in the N.T.
-  This does not have to be a destructive end, but an eternal end.  
1. “They lived happily ever after” ending.
2. This would be anticipated with the expectation of an Earthly Kingdom.

· It would also Fulfill Prophecy Known by the People Regarding the Christ.
-  The eternality was expressed by Daniel in Dan. 12:2 and Daniel 12:13 where he talks of resurrection at the “end of days”.

C Verses 4-14 - How Does Christ Answer These Questions?
1 Jesus does not answer these questions initially.  
a He enlightens them on the Christian Dispensation, things not to be taken as signs.
· There will be false Christs!
-  Leo Boles states:  “Some have reckoned that there have been fifteen false Messiahs among the Jews from the first to the seventeenth century”
· You are going to also hear about all sorts of worldly destruction.  
-  During all of it, you will experience tribulation and some will be killed.
· The gospel will be spread throughout the world.   
· Then after that, at some point, a day, 6 billion years, some time frame, the end will come.   
-  It is said if they endure to the end they will be saved. - Mt. 10:22 – End of World!
1. Enduring through all persecution in lives leads to salvation. (Christ with us Always.)
2 Note: These verses are prolepsis – an explanation of one thing complete to the end.
a This is done to encourage the disciples not to stop working. EX. Paul To Thessalonians.
b No matter what happens, don’t stop working!  These are the signs of nothing!
D Vs. 15-22 - Jesus now Answer Question #1 – When will the temple be destroyed?
1 Vs. 15 – “Therefore” Because you these other things are not signs of anything…
2 “WHEN” - Jesus tells the disciples the sign of the “Abomination of Desolation”.
a This is in Specific to Judea and Jerusalem.
b He encourages the reader of Daniel to Understand.
c What is the Abomination of Desolation? Or Abominations which make Desolate?
· Dan 9:27 - And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and upon the wing of abominations shall come one that maketh desolate; and even unto the full end, and that determined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate.

3 Coffman suggests two components of the abomination that makes desolate.
a The filling of the Temple with dead bodies by the Jews, showing their spiritual desolation.
b The Pagan Roman Armies for the physical desolation of Jerusalem.
· Luke 21:20 - points to seeing armies and knowing “desolation is at hand”.

4 Critical Point Regarding Desolation
a Luke notes the time of the Gentiles following the desolation in Luke. 21:20-24.
· This is the continuation of the Christian Dispensation.
b Daniel Notes the same  – Dan. 12:11-13 - End of days.
· Approach by Coffman and others is the 1290 and 1335 are the Christian Dispensation.
-  The different number simply noting that things are going to get more wicked.
1. Blessed is the one who can withstand such wickedness.
c So according to God through Daniel, 70 AD was not at the end… nor even close to it with the coming of the abomination which makes desolate.

5 Vs. 16-20 – “Then” (Time change) – When you see this - Jesus Gives the Action Required. 
a Just get out of Jerusalem and don’t worry about possessions.
b He shows worry to those who cannot move quickly – Pregnant and those with Children.
c The Lord shows concern about those being caught in winter or Sabbath travel.

6 Vs. 21 – “For Then” – Time change to destruction.
a The problem with this statement is the word tribulation being an unmatched degree.
· Commentators discuss the number of people destroyed, but there have been more destroyed:
-  The Communist Russians have killed about 20 million of their people.
-  The Communist Chinese have killed about 70 Million of their people.
-  The Holocaust saw 6.5 Million Jews killed.
-  Thus, gauging a degree of tribulation on numbers is mistaken.

b The world tribulation as one of its definitions is anguish.
· I believe this to be the greatest suffering.  
· A variety of sources have written: “Titus reportedly refused to accept a wreath of victory, as there is "no merit in vanquishing people forsaken by their own God".
· The people lost their home, their loved ones, their glorious temple, and their God.
-  This certainly is a moment of extreme anguish.
7 Vs. 22 – “Unless” qualifier of the time frame of the destruction.
a Fortunately, for the sake of His people, those days cut short.
· This was fulfilled in Cestius retreat in 66 BC.
· It was fulfilled in Vespasian’s Return to Rome in 68 BC.
· There are various traditions about where the Christians went (Pella), but the key is they went.
· They went by God’s compassion and deliverance.

8 Jesus has now answered Question #1 – When will the temple be destroyed.

E Verse 23-27 – Jesus Begins answer Questions #2 and #3. Signs of coming and end of the World.
1 This is something that the disciples expected around the same time frame.
2 Vs. 23 - Jesus says “Then”.  What is then?  It is another time frame change.  
3 After the destruction (During the Time of the Gentiles/Christian Dispensation)…
a people are still going to say. “Hey!  I know where Jesus is!” 
4 Again Jesus tells the disciples ignore this.  
5 His coming will be like lightening in the sky!  Everyone is going to see!  (Rev. 1:7)
a In answer, Christ notes no signs prior to this.

F Verse 28 – Gathering of Vultures or Eagles?
1 Scholars have been divided on the meaning of this word.
a Some proclaim the word is eagles and therefore refers to the Romans.
· Their standard had an eagle upon it.
b Others have different ideas:
· Leo Boles states: “The Jews and Greeks made no distinction between the word “eagle” which include the entire species of birds of prey, which included vultures.  [Some translations do have vultures.]
· Leo Boles views vultures as the false prophets and teachers who would descend upon a wounded and dying people.  This would be in context of vs. 23-27.
-  This was long a position I held.

2 I lean toward this being an affirmation of judgment upon all wickedness, falseness, and moral decay.
a This would be in line with the text as well as:
· Hab. 1:8 – Chaldeans as eagles.
· Luke 17:37 – Eagles as Judgment in Second coming text.
· Christ and his angels as eagles coming in Judgment upon the host of sin.

G Verse 29-31 – Christ Continues answering. “Immediately after the tribulation of those days”
1 What days?  Well, let’s see.  
a First, Jesus talked about the entire future of the obedient servant Vs. 4-14.  
b Then he goes back to the present and talks about Jerusalem Vs. 15-23.  
c Then Jesus talked about the Christian age ending in His coming. Vs. 24-28 



2 Now he is talking about Judgment Day.  Vs. 29-31
a He will appear in the sky and come in the clouds!  
· As with every other mention of Him coming in clouds in the Bible, we are talking about His final coming.  
b All the earth will mourn.  
c Who will see Jesus on those clouds – The whole earth!  
d The Trumpet will sound and they will be gathered.  

3 Leo Boles points out that none of the following happened in Jerusalem in 70 AD.
a Visible firmamental convulsions (This could be discussed Further)
b Sign of Christ’s coming
c Visible Judge
d Wailing of tribes of the earth
e Angels with trumpet sound
f Gathering of elect

H Jesus has now taken the disciples twice through what is going to happen to mankind.  4-14, 15-31
1 This is very much like Revelation actually when he goes through this process with mankind 7 times.
a He has made it clear that there is no sign for the Final Day.  
b That is the answer to their second/third question.  No sign but Christ coming in the clouds.
c All questions have been answered.

I Verse 32-33 – The parable of the fig tree.
1 Vs. 32 - A fig tree goes through stages of development.
a An obvious stage of development is the leaves.
· This is an indication of summer.

2 Vs. 33 – Christ has just given two run throughs of life on earth to the end.
a He notes, when you see all these things.  He is near.
· What things, what signs has he given of His coming?  None.
· He has said there will be falseness and tribulations before Jerusalem falls.
· He has said there will be falseness and tribulations after Jerusalem falls.
· Thus, anytime after Jerusalem falls.  He may return.  The season will be at hand. 
· The context here is really His second coming and has been since vs. 23.

J Vs. 34-37 - “This generation will not pass away until all these things take place.”  
1 Remember the Word Generation – Two most likely candidates – Jewish Nation or Men of World.
a The single sign for the destruction of Jerusalem was the abominations which make desolate.
· All other items, rumors, wars, famine, earthquakes, false Christ’s, these occur both before and after the fall of Jerusalem and are not signs of anything.

b Though not signs of immediacy of the second coming, the following must happen before Christ:
· Vs. 10 – A falling away in the Christian dispensation - 2 Thess 2:3.
-  The church was experiencing explosive growth before 70 AD.
1. Though there were always some falling away.
· Vs. 11 – the Time of the Gentiles/Christian Dispensation.

2 This leads me at this point to favor the Men of the World as the generation.
3 Vs. 35 – lends itself to this belief as well.
a “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my Words shall not pass away.”
· Truly… “the grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of God stands forever.”

b But I believe the meaning here of  “pass away” - “par-er'-khom-ahee” is “go by”.
· In other words, the heavens and earth will be destroyed before these words are fulfilled.
-  Further proof of this is seen in destruction of vs. 29 preceding Christ in vs. 30.

4 Verse 36-37 – Like a thief – Like days of Noah (not like some big battle).
a Note: from vs. 23 through Mt. 25:46 Christ’s Kingdom and coming have been the topic.
b The generation passing away is the same time Christ Returns.
c And no one knows when it will be but the father.

K Verse 38-41 – Christian Dispensation Quickly Interrupted by Christ.
1 Christ then goes into language similar to Luke 17.  
a Just like there, it is talking about the final coming of Christ.

L Verses 42-44 – The Thief Again
1 If you are prepared there will be no damage.

M Verses 45-51 – Faithful Slaves and Master
1 A blessed and faithful slave is one the one doing what he was supposed to when the master left.
a Just like in vs. 4-14.
2 An unexpected return will deliver judgment to those who are not doing the Master’s will.

VII Closing
A Mat. 24
1 Vs. 1-2 – Location
2 Vs. 3 – 3 Questions
3 Vs. 4-14 – The Expectation to the End
4 Vs. 15- The sign of the Fall of Jerusalem.
5 Vs. 16-20 - The Command for Deliverance
6 Vs. 21-22 – The Gradual Destruction
7 Vs. 23-27 – Time of the Gentiles (Answer to Kingdom and Coming Questions)
8 Vs. 28 – Warning of Judgment
9 Vs. 29-31 – The second coming of Christ
10 Vs. 32-34 – Parable of figtree (second coming)
11 Vs. 34-37 – Mankind will not cease upon earth until the return of Christ
12 Vs. 38-41 – His coming will be quick.
13 Vs. 42 – 51 – Be prepared for His Coming.

B The overriding message by Christ is endurance of the Faithful to His Coming.
