Malachi – A Lesson on Spirit and Truth (Josh. 24:14)

Haggai / Zechariah (520-516 BC) – Temple rebuilt

60 years later (457 BC) – Ezra – 

13 years later (444 BC) – Nehemia – Rebuild wall  

Malachi (450-400 BC)

Jews returned from Captivity about a century.

Board: Questions asked by Judah  (In their Arrogance)

How has thou loved us? – 1:2

How have we despised Thy Name? – 1:6

How have we defiled Thee? – 1:7

How have we wearied Him? – 2:17
How have we robbed Thee? – 3:8
What have we spoken against Thee? – 3:13
Chapter 1

Vs. 1-5 – God Loved Israel
· The book starts with a statement: God has loved His people Israel.

· That statement is met with a question: How has God loved Israel?

· The answer is that God formed a nation of Jacob (Israel) and watched over them while he did not do so with Jacob’s brother Esau (Esau = Edom - Gen. 36)


Remember: Esau gave away his inheritance for things of this world (food). – Gen. 25:34 
1) Jacob’s Blessing: Gen. 27:39-40 – Jacob (Israel) took precedence over Esau.

2) 2 Chron. 21:5-10 – They break the yoke of Judah with the wickedness of Judah.

3) The kingdom of Edom was perpetually fighting against or allying with those against Jerusalem.

4) Mat. 2 - Herod who was of the tribe of Edom even set his attack against the nation of God.

5) Obadiah prophecied end of Edom in Ob. 1:10 (10, 16, 18 that they would “be as though they had not been”)

Vs. 6-14 – The priests of God were forsaking Him.
· The priests were offering defiled offerings.

· Priests: How was it defiled (unclean)?  The animal offerings had never been called unclean or defiled.

· Lame or blind animals were not to be offered: Duet. 15:21.  Were they unclean in themselves?  No, they just were not acceptable offerings.  When God specifies something, he does not expect an exception.

1) When God specifies no blind or lame animals, he means it. 

2) When he specifies a type of fire, he means no other option.

3) When he specifies singing, he specifies no other option.

There were actually two problems with the offering.  The first was a problem of Truth.  The second was an issue with Spirit.  Worship must include both.

Psa 40:6-8  Sacrifice and offering thou hast no delight in; Mine ears hast thou opened: Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou not required.  Then said I, Lo, I am come; In the roll of the book it is written of me:  I delight to do thy will, O my God; Yea, thy law is within my heart.

Considering our Worship to God:

· Is worship a matter of convenience?  

1) We give the second best of our time to God?  I wasn’t busy then.   The church, is the members… and they need your time and commitment.

2) Do we complain about how “Tiresome” classes or sermons are?

· Our hearts are not in the right place.

· How about giving?  Inside and outside of the church, are we laying by in store so that we can: 

1) Aid those in need

2) Further the gospel?  

· Is the church budget week to week?  

· Do we make sure our offerings are received by the church even when we are gone on vacation?

· Verse 9 speaks of the priests calling upon God.  Malachi appropriately points out that God will not receive those prayers, for their hearts are not serving hearts.  Is. 59:1-2 alludes to this situation.

· V- 11 The Acceptance of God in all nations is prophecied here.  They will offer up sacrifice to God.  Are they priests of Levi?  No.  As Heb. 7 specifies, there is a changing of the covenants.  With this there was a changing of the priesthood.  Thus, Jesus is our high priest and all those that follow Christ throughout the world are his holy priesthood.

· Our God is a Great King and He deserves what He commands.  Worship in Spirit and Truth.

Chapter 2 

Vs. 1-9 – Disciplining the corrupt priesthood.

· Duet. 28:15-20 – Israel was warned from the beginning to be holy or be cursed. (final Duet. Chapters)

· Vs. 6-7 Guidelines here for a priesthood – Turn back the sinful – Deliver God’s wisdom.

· Vs. 9 Do we only follow commandments of God we are comfortable with?  

Vs. 10-16 – Joining of the Family with Evil   (We are commanded to stay in state we came to Christ)

· Vs. 10-12 – Condemnation of mixed marriages – Ezra 9. – Worship is condemned for they had already demonstrated their choice of flesh over Spirit.

· Vs. 13-16  The prayers and weeping of widows divorced were being offered up to God.  They had been left by ungodly men.  The result was an abandoning of Godly offspring.  God Hates Divorce.

· Vs. 17 – World View - Everyone is accepted of the Lord.

Chapter 3 

Vs. 1-6 - Christ Cometh

· Elijah is coming

· The day of the Lord was coming – defined here as the Christian Dispensation. Seen from beg to end.

· The comparison of the smelter’s fire – Only the pure shall remain… the dross shall be thrown away.

· In this dispensation, the bloody sacrifices of the Mosaic law are replaced by spiritual sacrifices.  They are offered up by the spiritual levites.

· Vs. 6 - The sons of Jacob – the spiritual Israel will not be consumed. (Temporarily Physical Jacob).
Vs. 7-12 – Robbing God

The nation was not giving back to God or only giving partially.  God considered this as robbing Him.

Vs. 13-15 – What Judgement?

The eyes of Judah were not set upon an eternal prize.  Their view was worldly and thus they could not see beyond the phsyical actions of service. This they felt was a waste of time.

Vs. 16-18 – God knows which are His and which are not.   

There is a book of life and only the righteous are in it.

Chapter 4 

Vs. 1-3 With the coming of Christ there is great rejoicing.  The ultimate result of which the evil will be as nothing under our feet as Christ claims us for His own.

Vs. 4-6 – There will be a prophet coming before the day of the Lord.  Heed his Words or you will be cursed (as Esau) and as those cursed already for disobedience.

Conclusion and Theme of Malachi:

Worship in Spirit and Truth (or you will be cursed as Esau)

