Lutheranism
I Introduction

A There are many false religions in the World today.

1 Though some of them have been around for quite some time, the majority are relatively new.

a Many began in the 1500’s, about 1500 years after the Church of Christ was established.
b Religion Chart

B I am going to develop a series of summary lessons on a number of false religions.

1 This lesson will focus on Lutheranism.

II History 
A Who was Martin Luther (Details from The Eternal Kingdom by F.W. Mattox)
1 Father of Lutheranism

2 He was born in Eisleben, Saxony (Germany) in 1483.

a Named after St. Martin because he was baptized on St. Martin’s memorial day.

b This was one day after his birth.

3 He was brought up in Roman Catholic Traditions.

a He was schooled in Latin.

b 1n 1501, he attended the University of Erfurt and studied philosophy and Greek for his Bachelors.

c In 1505, he obtained a Masters in Law.

4 In 1505, he did not go into the practice of law because he felt he was a wicked person.

a He thus entered a monastic convent.

b This did not help.  He was miserable spiritually.

c He was directed to the writings of Paul and this turned him around.

d By 1508, he realized the belief of salvation by works held by the Catholic Church at the time was faulty.
5 In 1511, Luther went to Rome and was faced with the widespread immorality of the Catholic Priests.

6 In 1512, He received his doctorate.

7 By 1517, Luther was:

a Teaching at the University of Wittenburg giving lectures on Paul’s writings and the Psalms.

b Serving as a priest in the church at Wittenburg.

c Serving as an inspector of monasties.

B In 1517, Luther took actions which would completely change his life.

1 The Catholic Church was at this time selling great volumes of Indulgences.

a Indulgences were earthly payments to the Church for sins committed and later ones to be committed.
· They were also said to remove sins of those in Pergatory when purchased.

(i) “as soon as a coin in the coffer rings, another soul from purgatory springs.”

2 John Tetzel was assigned by Pope Leo X and Prince Albert of Brandenburg to sell indulgences to ultimately pay for Prince Albert’s purchase of three high offices in the Church.
a Tetzel was selling indulgences in Luther’s area and Wittenberg members went to purchase them.
3 Oct. 31, 1517, Luther nailed 95 Theses to his church door of Wittenberg in opposition to indulgences.

a This action was widely discussed and the Theses were throughout Germany in weeks.
4 In 1518-1519, the Pop Leo X sent two different men to try to change Luther’s mind.
a The second, reached an agreement for Luther to be silent, however, that did not happen.

b A debate was arranged and Luther stepped up to defend his beliefs.

c Luther was declared to be heretic.

5 In 1520, Luther was sent an order of excommunication.

a He and the students of Wittenberg marched through the streets and burned it.

b Luther continued to teach his beliefs and his following grew.

6 In 1526, the German leadership was composed mainly of Lutherans. 

a They declared Luther’s actions acceptable.

b This is considered the founding date of Lutheranism.

c In 1529, leadership was mainly Catholic and the decision was changed.

d Protests resulted and for the first time, the term “Protestant” was used to describe reformers.

· This term has stuck throughout the years to all groups who claim Christ and reject Catholicism.

C In 1546, Luther died naturally.

1 Armed battles took place later in the country over the religious beliefs.

a In 1955, it was determined that Lutheranism and Catholicism would be legal.

2 During Luther’s lifetime he saw:

a Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and Finland declare Lutheranism as their state religion.

· It must be remembered though, he wanted to reform, not start a new religion.

III Lutheranism Today – Est. 70 Million.
A Characterized by Large International Organizing bodies (Wikipedia)

1 Lutheran World Federation (66.7 million)

2 International Lutheran Federation (3.4 million)

3 Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference

B American Organizations
1 The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (7 million members)

2 Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (2.4 million members)

3 Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (390,000)

IV What did Luther Believe?

A 4 Key Beliefs of Luther
1 Justification by Faith

2 The final authority of the scriptures over the authority of the Church.
3 Baptism as Essential

4 Followers of Christ should not be called Lutherans or by anyone but Christ.
V How do his beliefs match up with the Lutheran Religion and Scripture? (looking at them in reverse)
A Followers of Christ should not be called Lutherans.
1 Martin Luther stated:
a “I beseech you, above all things, not to use my name; not to call yourselves Lutherans, but Christians.”
2 The Lutheran religion’s followers call themselves Lutherans.

3 The Bible and Martin Luther Agree on this point.

a The Bible calls followers of Christ:

· (Acts 11:26) – Christians,  (Acts 5:14) – Believers, (Romans 1:7) – Saints, (Romans 8:12) – brothers, (Romans 8:14) – Sons of God

b The Bible calls Christians many things, but you will never find the term Lutheran.

B Baptism is Essential
1 Martin Luther stated:
a "To put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism is to save. No one is baptized in order to become a prince, but as the words say, to 'be saved.' To be saved, we know, is nothing else than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil and to enter into the kingdom of Christ and live with him forever."
2 The Largest American Lutheran Organization now uses John 11:25-26 as its stance on baptism:
a Jesus said, “Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” – This is a clear weakening based on their concept of belief.
b On the “Essential Questions” portion of their website: [To be a Lutheran you must be baptized.]
3 The Bible states: - I Peter 3:21
4 It appears as if The Bible and Martin Luther Agree, but the Lutherans do not.

a However, baptism with Luther was a two pronged issue… let’s look further:

5 Luther who was baptized as an infant, believed infants must be baptized.

a He correctly reasoned they could not believe or hear the word to have faith.
· However, misunderstanding and misapplication of scripture led him to say the following:
(i) So here we also say, that children are not baptized in the faith of the sponsors or of the church; but the faith of sponsors and of the church prays and gains faith for them, in which they are baptized and believe for themselves. For this we have strong and firm Scripture proof, Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-16.
· The verses Luther quotes speaks of letting the children and babies come or be brought to Christ.

(i) Luther stretches this into meaning they could be baptized.

(ii) Perhaps this was because of his belief about Children:

· “…the infant is possessed by the devil and a child of sin and wrath…”
6 The Lutheran Book of Concord states that infants are: “possessed by the devil”
7 The Bible disagrees with Luther and the Lutherans on the nature of infants and baptism.

a The passages Luther references have nothing to do with baptism.

b The verses are a reflection of Christ’s knowledge that the children were pure and holy.

· This is contrary to Luther’s belief, but is born out by the following verses:

(i) Ezekiel 18:20 - No inherited sin.

(ii) Ezekiel 28:15 – Man is created perfect and without sin.

(iii) Ecclesiastes 7:29 – Man is made upright

(iv) Genesis 1:26 – Establishes man was made in the image of God.

(v) Colossians 3:10 - tells sinful man to renew himself in the image of God.
c Not only does the Bible disagree with Luther and the Lutherans about who is a candidate for baptism, it disagrees on how baptism is administered.

· Baptism by definition is immersion.  Baptism is not sprinkling.  It is compared to a burial (Rom. 6).  It is something which men went down into and came up out (Acts 8).  It is was something accomplished where there was much water (John 3).  What Lutherans exercise is not baptism by definition, by first century history, or by Biblical Example.
C The final authority of the scriptures over the authority of the Church.
1 Luther had to deal with a corrupt RCC that made rules for its own benefit.
2 The Lutheran Church states that the Bible is its sole Authority.
a However, it follows the manmade Constitutions and Bylaws, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Book of Concord and others.
3 Christ stated: John 12:48 - The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.
a By choosing their own words instead of Christ’s, the Lutherans disagree with the Bible and Luther.
D Justification by Faith

1 Justification in simple terms means: Being made innocent.
2 Taken on the surface, the Bible agrees with this statement.

a Act 13:38-39 - Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:  And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 

b Romans 5:1 - Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
3 Luther, realized belief alone wasn’t enough for salvation.  He understood baptism was a necessity.

a However, the Lutheran Religion body has shown signs of trying to move to “Faith Only” salvation.
4 What does the Bible Say about these things?  The question is:  Is justification eternal salvation?
a The first thing to do is go to Mark 16:16.  This verse was read and quoted by Luther as understanding belief alone could not save.

· 2 Pet. 3:9, Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized for forgiveness, 
· Acts 8:37, Mat. 16:18 – Confession that He is the son of God.

· 2 Thess. 1:6-8 – Obedience is a must!
· Romans 10:9-10 – This verse establishes the process very well.
(i) Confession and belief certainly lead to salvation!
· Believe Jesus is the son of God from the heart.

· That belief being manifested in righteousness – that is you repent from committing sin, obey God and wash away your sins in baptism, and live a faithful obedient life.

· This righteousness working directly with the confession that Jesus is Lord – He is boss.

b Christ’s blood justifies the faithful Christian – There is no doubt!
· Justification does not equal eternal salvation, because man can turn from it.
· Christ justifies man with his blood only when that man stays in subjection to Him.

(i) 2Jn 1:8-9 – Look to yourselves, that ye lose not the things which we have wrought, but that ye receive a full reward. Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son.
5 Who’s Faith Justifies?  
a One of the great mistakes of many translators has been to render the following verses to say “Faith in Jesus” rather than “of Jesus”.  This has misled many to think it is their own faith that justifies.
b Gal. 2:16 - Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law.

c Gal. 2:20 - I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
d Gal. 3:22 - The scriptures hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. – Promise was inheritance.  How did it come? By us?
e   Eph. 3:12 - In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.

f Philippians 3:9 - And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.
g Romans 3:21-22 - But now apart from the law a righteousness of God hath been manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets. Even the righteousness of God through faith of Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for there is no distinction.
h Romans 3:26 - Whom God set forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in his blood, to show his righteousness because of the passing over of sins done aforetime, in the forbearance of God: for the showing, I say, of his righteousness at this present season: that he might himself be just and the justifier of him that is of faith of Jesus.
VI Closing

A Luther was a reformer

1 That means he realized that the RCC is a sinful body which has stepped away from the Bible.

2 However, Luther was not a restorer.

a He wasn’t here long enough.

b He came to unscriptural conclusions.

B Today’s Lutheran body does not accurately reflect Luther’s Beliefs or the truths of scripture.

1 They fall short on what they call themselves
2 Baptism

3 Authority of Scripture

4 Justification of Faith

C The truth is, they fall short on leadership, homosexuality, Church Organization, the Lord’s Supper, and a host of other Biblical commands.

1 As with all other false religions, their practices must be Biblically refuted and they must be admonished to repent.
