Luke 15 – Three Parables of Jesus

I. Introduction – Context

· Pharisees and Scribes complaining about Jesus accepting sinners.

· Jesus shares 3 parables addressing the complaint of the Pharisees.

II. Luke 15:1-32

A. Verses 1-7 - Parable of the Sheep
1. Sheep is defenseless, no direction, surrounded by danger.

2. Shepherd has a responsibility to find lost sheep.

· If Shepherd just let it go, owner would have some hard questions to answer!

3. The sheep in the parable is understood as one who has backslid into the world and away from the flock.

4. There is joy in heaven when he is returned.

B. Verses 8-10 - Parable of the Coin
1. Woman is the church

2. Coin is the dropout from the church

3. Lamp is the word of God

4. Search is her activity to save the soul

5. There is rejoicing in heaven when the sinner has been returned.

C. Verses 11-32 - Parable of the Talents 

1. The son goes away.

2. He revels in the world

3. He returns

4. The father embraces Him

5. The father throws a celebration.

6. The Elder Brother is angry

· This is what the parables are about - The anger of the Elder Brother. The Elder Brother is the Pharisees.  They don’t like seeing the sinner embraced (verses 1-2)  Their hypocrisy is very visible.  They would be glad to see all non-human things found.  Jesus shows this in the first two parables.  Yet, they despised the return of the sinner.  How ridiculous is that?

III. What happened in the third Parable?

A. Father Let’s the Son Go

1. Unlike the first two parables, there was no seeking in this parable.

2. The son was not physically lost, he left.

3. Father had the respect of the relationship.  He allowed the son to make his decisions.

4. John 6:66 - Jesus did not chase down the people when they left.  The father did not chase down son. 

5. God has always given man free will to make decisions.  Adam and Eve, Noah, Moses, Jonah, etc.

6. We are not predestined.

7. Did the Father want the son to stay?  Absolutely!  But he would not force the hand.

B. The Return of the Son

1. The son comes back.

2. He was humbled.

3. He knew he had sinned under heaven and to his father.

4. He knew he was not deserving to be identified with the father.

5. The Son was spiritually poor – Mat. 5:3 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”
C. The Response of the Father

1. The father was looking afar off for the Son’s return.

2. He was eagerly awaiting the repentance.

3. He embraces the son and forgives.

4. Does not tell him to take a bath!

5. Does get him clothes, a ring for his hand, and sandles.

D. The Response of the Elder Brother

1. He is not around the father.

2. He is finds out information from a servant.

3. He refuses to seek out the father – The elder son is far from the relationship.

4. The father comes to the Elder Son

5. The Eldest son (v. 29) I have done all these things – commands.

6. Why not a party for me?  I would have celebrated with friends! No connection to Family.  No Heart.

7. Comparison to brother.  Self Righteous – Luke 18:11
8. Elder Brother had done all the work to secure his identity, but it was not a work of love for the father.

E. Bottom Line – What was lost is found.  

1. God wants mercy not sacrifice.  

2. Pharisees should have wanted to be like the father.  

3. They should have wanted the relationship.  

4. They should not have been hard hearted against the lost.

· God’s attitude toward the lost never changes.  He wants them back.  Gal. 5:24-26; 6:1-3
· This should be our attitude as well.

IV. The three parables can be broken up as:

A. Parable 1 – Investment

1. The Shepherd had to purchase the sheep. 

2. Christ purchased us with his blood. Acts 20:28
3. There is a priceless investment into His Church.

4. God did not want to see this lost. – 2 Pet. 3:9
B. Parable 2 – Value

1. The money had value to the woman.  We have value to our father in heaven.  

2. Value is like a thousand dollar stock, we don’t want to see it drop to pennies.  We don’t want worthlessness.  Neither does God.

3. Parable of talents – one talent – “Wicked, lazy, slave”
C. Parable 3 – Relationship

1. We are children of God – Rom. 8:16

2. Father was looking a way off for the son.

3. Embraced Him, kissed him.  

4. Threw a celebration!

· We are not just cattle or currency to God.  We are his children.  

· Father had the persepctive. “What was lost has been found!”

The Return of the Lost - Luke 15:10 
1. We need to make a big deal about the return to the fold after being gone.

2. Dan Jenkins,  “Do the churches that applaud a baptism, applaud a restoration?

3. When the sheep is found there is joy!  When the Coin is found, there is joy!  When the son returns, there is joy!

4. Closing
