a. Edging Toward Sodom

Objective: Demonstrate an individual’s relationship with sin involves far more than themselves.

I.  

b. Gen. 13:1-7 - Lot’s problems began with his herdsmen
A. Worldly quarrels are often first sign of problems among brothers 

1. I Cor. 1:10-13 – Stupid quarrels not based on Gospel.

2. James 4:1-5 - The source of quarrels is when brethren desire the world

· Application 1: Worldly Desires Destroy Unity
· Worldly Quarrels in the Church harm our effectiveness
a. The lack of unity due to sin destroys the work of God.

b. I Cor. 12:20-21 - We need everyone.

1. The Solution to being united, is to walk according to His Will – John 14:15,

· 1Pe 3:15 - but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear:  - We must be prepared to answer trouble with scripture.
a. 2Ti 4:2-3 preach the word; be urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure the sound doctrine;
b. – In His Will, we can restore one another, not quibble about worldly matters.

2. If we destroy one another from a lack of obedience, how can we help one another?

II. Genesis 13:8-11 – Lot’s Choice – Selfish Choice – Foolish Choice

A. Lot unwisely chose a path which flirted with sin and temptation.


1. Lot did not consider Abraham’s interests.

a. Abram desired no conflict and the best for his nephew.

2. The area looked good to Lot.  Watered and lush.

a. “A delight to the eyes” – Eve

b. There would be many benefits to having it.

· Ex. Difficulties without water… Oregon home…

· The folks were wicked and sinners (V.13)
a. Lot was willing to take his family there – “We will win over the whole sinful group”
· Application 2: Christians face problems when they put their own desires first.

1. Phil. 2:3-4 – Lot did not do this for Abram or his family
a. When brethren are only interested in their own needs, they open the door for Satan.

b. This applies to relationships, worship, our social activities, all aspects of life.

· Ex. It would be very easy for me to lunch every day at the casinos, but a poor choice.

· Encourage me to sin

· Encourage my family and others to sin.

· Ex. “” Spiritual activities with false teaching churches, but it would be a poor choice.

2. James 1:14-15 - It is through our desires that Satan can tempt us.
Genesis 13:12 – Lot Did not Start out In Sodom - “as far as Sodom” – “toward Sodom”
A. He put his feet on the path towards this wicked city - Proverbs 4:14-16
1. It was not Lot’s plan to be surrounded with sin, but he walked a path that led to that direction.

a. Maybe he thought he was strong enough to resist

b. Maybe he thought a little sinful influence would better prepare him and his family

B. Application 3: Too many Christian’s act as if they can stand on their own against sin.
c. Believe they can do unacceptable actions – not evil things, just things that are not authorized.

d. Folks think in all sincerity they can go to R-rated movies and with no resulting harm.

· How strong was the individual that followed your example in going to the R-rated movie?

e. Others believe they can marry those outside of the church with no harm.

· How strong was the individual that followed your lead and married outside of the church?

f. Others believe they can worship with Christian or Denominational Churches with no harm.

· How Strong was the individual who followed your lead?

g. Others claim there no harm in an alcoholic drink with a meal, so long as they don’t get drunk.

· What harm happened when others saw your purchase of the wine? And did so too?

· These things may be considered lawful, but do they edify the church?

1. In your own liberty, are you a stumbling block to those seeking Christ?
· 2 Co 6:1,3 - And working together with him we entreat also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain … giving no occasion of stumbling in anything, that our ministration be not blamed;
1. Eve did not sin until after she looked at the fruit – (Genesis 3:6)
a. Job 31:1 - I made a covenant with mine eyes; How then should I look upon a virgin?
a. I Thess.  5:21-22 – prove all things; hold fast that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.
b. It’s import to avoid situations where sin makes an appearance.
2. (Gen 14) - We find Lot is no longer near Sodom. He is right in its midst of Sodom.
3. Interlude: God and two Angels in the form of Men come to Abraham, the tell him he will have a son and they further tell him that Sodom is going to be destroyed.  Abraham asks the question if the wicked and righteous will be destroyed (worrying about Lot and his family Gen. 19:29).  He asks if 45, 30, 20, 10, righteous will the city be destroyed.
· God rescued Lot from the destruction, he was considered righteous.
1. Yet, He had placed himself and his family in great danger

2. 2Pe 2:6-9  and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, having made them an example unto those that should live ungodly; and delivered righteous Lot, sore distressed by the lascivious life of the wicked  (for that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their lawless deeds): the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgment;
· Lot was tempted to stay in the city – Gen. 19:15-16 “iniquity”
a. Worldliness, slows us down allowing Satan a chance to trap us. – Lk. 21:20-23
· Application 4: Continually, exposed to sin, we become numb to its presence. 

a. We can be Hardened by the presence of sin
4. Heb 3:12-13 - Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God: but exhort one another day by day, so long as it is called To-day; lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin:
a. We can have our Conscious seared 
5. 1Ti 4:1-2 - But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through the hypocrisy of men that speak lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron;
1. If surround ourselves with ungodly people, their influence will rub off on us
a. 1Co 15:33 - Be not deceived: Evil companionships corrupt good morals.
b. II Peter 3:17 - Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness. 
c. Hosea 7:8-10 - Ephraim, he mixeth himself among the peoples; Ephraim is a cake not turned. Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not: yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, and he knoweth it not.  And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: yet they have not returned unto Jehovah their God, nor sought him, for all this.
· Lot thought he was fine, but he hesitated.

· Do you hesitate with peer groups at school.

· Do you hesitate when asked to do something shady at work?

A. Do you hesitate when you fellowship with apostate churches in spiritual gatherings?

2. Gen. 19:12-26 - Lot escaped destruction of Sodom, but he did not escape the snare of the Devil.
A. Lot lost much due to his fellowship with sin

B. Lot lost sons-in-laws because they wouldn’t his heed warning – (Gen. 19:12-14)
a. Depending on understanding of the context, he may have lost sons and daughters as well.
C. Lot lost his wife because she longed for what they left behind – (Gen. 19:24-26)
D. Application 5:  Fellowship with sin is not fellowship with God. – 2 Cor. 6:14-18
1. Shortly after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, we read Lot’s daughters got Lot drunk and committed incest with him – (Gen. 19:30-38)
2. Where did they get such an idea? 

E. Wouldn’t have happened if Lot had not edged towards Sodom. 
F. He reaped what he had sown – (Gal. 6:7)
III. Closing - Instead of yielding to the lure of sin, we must resist
a. Jam 4:7 - Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
b. Romans 13:11-14 – Put on Armor of Light
1. This action is more than removing sin from our lives.

· We must go the extra step of adding righteousness to our character

G. Walk as children of light 

· Eph 5:8-11 - For ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord: walk as children of light (for the fruit of the light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth), proving what is well-pleasing unto the Lord; and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even reprove them;
c. Partakers of the divine nature - II Peter 1:2-11
H. We are children of Light walking towards an eternal city of righteousness 
1. Hebrews 11:8-10 - By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go out unto a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.  By faith he became a sojourner in the land of promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for the city which hath the foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
2. We have no business creeping toward Sodom on the path of sin.
What City Are you walking toward today?

A city of plotted for destruction?

· An eternal city of Righteousness?

