Live For Jesus

I. Introduction:
     
A. Eric Henry Liddell – Jan.1902 – Feb. 1945 - "flying Scotsman”

1. Born in China one of 4 Children to Missionaries – Someone who preaches away from home
2. He was an excellent Athlete in many sports 
a. In High School regarded as the fastest man in Scotland.
· He ran the 100, 220, 400 meter races – 100 was specialty.
b. He was a Christian – Would not run on Sunday.
· He Put God First
3. 1924 Olympics
a. Favored to win Gold Medal in 100 meters.

b. Chose not to run it because he put God First.

c. Ran 400 meters instead.

d. Given slip of paper - 1 Samuel 2:30, "Those who honour Me I will honour."
e. Won Gold Medal.

4. Liddell returned a missionary in China.  He put God first.

a. You can say, I am doing this for God, but it’s not if it is according to your will.
b. Eric Liddell ran for God, according to what he believed about God’s will.
c. Japan Invaded China – Liddle Stayed – died in a concentration camp.
d. Chinese have erected a monument to Eric Liddell – No other foreigner has one. 
B. What do you live for?  Possessions?  Family?  Play?
1. Do You live for Sports?
a. Do you forsake assemblies of Christians so you can attend practice or games?
2. Do you live for Someday making lots of money?

a. Will work be more important than assembling to Worship God?
3. Will you live for Vacations?

a. Will you schedule fishing, hunting, Disneyland, but not worship to God with the Assembly?
4. When your non-Christian Family or Friends drop by on Sunday…

a. Will you stay home to see them instead of being where God commands?
5. These are questions about serving God you should answer before the situations arise.
Today: Let us Consider Living for Jesus
II. Living for Jesus
A. If we live like Jesus, We THINK Like Jesus.

1. Jesus created the world!  He created us!

a. He knows why the sky is blue!

b. He knows the purpose of belly buttons!

2. Jesus thought at 12 his place as a man was to serve God.

a. Luk 2:49 - And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that I must be in my Father's house?
3. Jesus thought in his 30’s his place as a man was to obey God.
a. Joh 6:38 - For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
b. Luk 22:42 - saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.
c. Joh 5:19 - Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father doing: for what things soever he doeth, these the Son also doeth in like manner.
4. Jesus thought others should obey God too.
a. Mat 7:21 - Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.
b. Jesus taught the apostles and they said:
c. Act 5:29 - But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men.
5. Paul tells us this about the mind of Jesus:

a. Php 2:5-8 - Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
6. If we Live for Jesus, we must have a mind like His.

a. Col. 3:1-2 - If then ye were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.  Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth.
b. Phil. 4:8 - Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
c. You control your choices.  You choose to think about obedience.
To Live for Jesus, is to Think Like Jesus

To know the Bible is to Know the Mind of Jesus.

B. If we live like Jesus, we SPEAK like Jesus

1. Jesus Words

a. 1Pe 2:22 - who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
b. Rom 15:5-6 - Now the God of patience and of comfort grant you to be of the same mind one with another according to Christ Jesus: that with one accord ye may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
c. Luk 4:22 - And all bare him witness, and wondered at the words of grace which proceeded out of his mouth: and they said, Is not this Joseph's son?
2. Some of us have grown up surrounded by improper talk.

a. Swear Words – Upbringing, Military, Construction, Police Officer.
b. Lies

c. Divisive speech (running others down) – different from admonishment – Jesus Admonished.

d. Negativity – forgetting to be realize blessings – can tear down the spirit.

3. Our words are important

a. Col. 3:17 - Whatever you do, in word or deed, do ALL in the name of the Lord.
b. 1Pe 3:10 - For, He that would love life, And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, And his lips that they speak no guile [lies]: 
c. Jas 1:26 - If any man thinketh himself to be religious, while he bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth his heart, this man's religion is vain.
d. Col 3:8 - but now do ye also put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking out of your mouth:
e. Eph 4:29 - Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear.
4. Our words identify us! 
a. Ex. “Fresh Bread for Sale”, “Extra Extra Read All About it”, “Freeze in the name of the Law”

b. Matt. 26:74 - Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, "I do not know the man." And immediately the cock crowed. – Peter 
c. Mat 12:36-37 -  And I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. - Jesus
d. John 6 - Many were leaving Jesus… Jesus asked the 12 if they were also going away…
· Joh 6:68 - Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.
· Jesus Spoke those words – They disciples wanted to be identified by those.
To Live Like Jesus is to Speak Like Jesus!
To Know the Bible is to Know How to Speak Like Jesus.
C. If we live like Jesus, we ACT like Jesus.

1. Moses said: Deu 13:4 - You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him.
a. This is how God desires us to Act.
b. Not Just believe in Him and do as we wish.
2. Jesus lived and taught this standard:
a. "Do to others as you would have them do to you."  (Matt. 7:12).
b. "go the second mile." . (Matt. 5:41).

c. "turn the other cheek." (Matt. 5:39).

d. "love your enemies." (Matt. 5:44).
e. “worship in spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:24)

f. “When ye stand praying, forgive…” (Mar. 11:24)

g. “honor thy father and they mother” (Mt. 15:4)
3. The Prophets and Apostles tried to act in this manner:

a. Moses draws line (Ex. 32:26)… Joshua draws line (Josh 24:15)….
b. Php 1:27 - Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see you or be absent, I may hear of your state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the gospel;
c. 1Jn 3:18 - My Little children, let us not love in word, neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth.
d. Rom 12:1-2 -  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. And be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, and ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
· How can you tell if someone has made a change in their life? – What you see.
To Live Like Jesus is to Act Like Jesus!
To Know the Bible is to Know How to Act Like Jesus.
D. If we live like Jesus, we SEE like Jesus
1. Some People See things we cannot.  Ex. Artists “Blank” Canvas
a. Artist views a canvas differently

b. Children view the world differently – Stick is a shotgun, Some old plastic - a spaceship
c. Some view Americans as unable to help themselves, others as strong and resourceful.
2. How did Jesus see the world about him?

a. Mar 1:40-41 - And there cometh to him a leper, beseeching him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  And being moved with compassion, he stretched forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou made clean. – Jesus did not see someone disgusting or horrible, but a person needing help.
b. Luk 7:12-15 - Now when he drew near to the gate of the city, behold, there was carried out one that was dead, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.  And he came nigh and touched the bier: and the bearers stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he gave him to his mother. – Jesus did not see a young man dead, but a young man capable of life.
c. Jesus was a glass is half full vs. a half empty kind of guy.
· Mat 9:9 - And as Jesus passed by from thence, he saw a man, called Matthew, sitting at the place of toll: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. – Jesus didn’t see a tax collector, he saw a future Apostle of God.
· Mat 9:10-13  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Teacher with the publicans and sinners?  But when he heard it, he said, They that are whole have no need of a physician, but they that are sick.  But go ye and learn what this meaneth, I desire mercy, and not sacrifice, for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners. – Rather than outcasts Jesus souls who would be fellow brothers and sisters in the Kingdom of God!
· Luk 19:10 - For the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost. – To Seek means to look!  Jesus searched for and found souls who needed God. 
· He was always surrounded by those in need.
· He saw opportunities for teaching, compassion, doing good, glorifying God.
3. What do you see when you look at the world?

a. Do you see the faces of God’s Children?  
b. Do you see an opportunity to share the hope that is within you?

To Live Like Jesus is to see Like Jesus!
To Know the Bible is to Know How to See Like Jesus.
III. Conclusion:

A. I John 1:6 - If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
     live according to the truth;  (I John 1:6).
1. If we do not live like Jesus, we do not live for Him.
2. If we do not live FOR Jesus, we will not live WITH Him.
a. Acts 4:12 - And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.
b. Our eternal life with Jesus is not found in Sports, Work, Vacation, or People.  Only in Him.
B. Invitation

a. Live for Jesus, Think Like Jesus, Speak Like Jesus, Act Like Jesus, See Like Jesus.
