Nothing But Leaves

I. Introduction

A. Matt. 21:18-22.

B. Mark 11:12-14. – Nothing but leaves

C. In Mark 11:12, what shows Jesus human side?  He hungered.
D. Mark 11:13.

1. This tree looked like a fruit bearer but was not. "Having leaves" upon it was an indication that there might be fruit also upon it, for the fruit begins to appear before the leaves.

2. The tree appeared to be one thing when in reality it was something else.

3. Therefore, our Lord cursed it for it’s hypocritical appearance.

E. Matt. 21:19 of our text presents three things:
1. What Jesus sought and seeks.

2. What Jesus found and finds.

3. What Jesus did and will do.

A. What Jesus Sought And Seeks. (From Matt. 21:19)
1. Of the fig tree----------Fruit.

1. He had a right to expect it because it displayed leaves, the sign of some fruit.
B. Of the Jewish nation------Fruit.

2. He had a right to expect it because God had made Israel a "holy people" unto Himself (Deut. 7:6).
3. John 8:39. – “Do the deeds of Abraham” – What did Abraham do? – Faithfulness
a. Matt. 3:8. – “Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with your repentance”

a. Pharisees and Saducees coming out to be baptized by John.
b. Matt. 7:18 – A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a rotten tree produce good fruit. 
C. Of Christians--------Fruit.

1. Today as the Lord looks down from heaven upon spiritual Israel, the church, He expects fruit from the lives of His disciples, but sometimes He finds "nothing but leaves".
2. John 15:8.

3. Rom. 7:4.

c. If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you? – What evidence do we have today?  How would describe a Christian? BOARD
4. What is going to happen if we do not bear fruit?

a. John 15:2 – thrown away
b. John 15:6 – Destroyed.
5. We are to change upon becoming Christians:

d. 2 Cor. 5:17. – New Creature
e. Col. 3:1. – seeking things above.
Phil. 2:5. – Have the attitude of Christ.
Rom. 12:1-2. – Be transformed not conformed.
1.  What Christ Found And Finds. (From Matt. 21:19)
A. In the fig tree --------------- "Nothing but leaves".
B. In the Jewish nation ---------- "Nothing but leaves".
2. John 1:11. – His own did not receive Him.
a. Matt. 23:23-28. – hypocrisy and Corruption were found.
C. In Christians today---------In some He finds "nothing but leaves."
1. We claim to speak where the Bible speaks:

b. 1 Pet. 4:11 - Do we know what the Bible says? or are we “nothing but leaves.”
c. To know what the Bible says, means that we must study – 

d. 2Ti 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. We profess that we are to worship in spirit and in truth:

a. John 4:24.
b. But then some will not attend: Heb. 10:25 – What things are expected of Christians from this verse?
We talk about how important the church is and then won’t use our talents to promote it. Matt. 25:25-30.

3. Rev. 3:15-16.

1. What Did Christ Do And What Will He Do? (From Matt. 21:19)
A. To the fig tree---------------He cursed it and it withered.

2. To the Jewish nation-------- Rom. 11:17-21. – Broken Off.
B. To Christians:

3. Matt. 25:23 – Will we be faithful?
4. Matt. 25:41 – Will we be unfaithful – wicked – accursed?

5. 2 Cor. 5:10.

Conclusion

A. When you die are you going to eternity with the fruits of Christianity, or in name only.  Matt. 6:19-20.

D. Be a Christian today by: hearing, believing in Christ, repenting of your sins, confessing Jesus before men, and being baptized for the remission of your sins. Then bring forth the fruits of being a Christian, so that you won’t be "nothing but leaves".
