Big Problems #2 - Laziness
I. Introduction

A. This lesson is going to make some folks unhappy, uncomfortable, and very likely angry.

1. The purpose of any lesson is to place us in a closer relationship with God.

2. Sometimes, what we are told is not what we want to hear.

a. Jesus to Rich young man – Mat. 19:16-22
b. Stephen to the Jews - Acts 7:51-58a
c. Paul to Felix - Acts 24:25
3. Remember, I am not your enemy, but your brother who is going to tell you the truth.
4. I want to examine this topic in conjunction with the question:

B. How can the progression of Islam be stopped?
1. I believe Laziness is central to this question
a. Common truth #1:
· Lazy Muslims – are generally nonviolent
· Lazy Christians – are generally nonviolent
b. Common truth #2
· Both aren’t considered a threat, yet, both are a threat.
c. Common truth #3
· Lazy Followers of Allah and Jehovah facilitate the spread of Islam.
2. What does the Bible say about Laziness or as it is often called idleness?
a. Pro 31:27 - She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.
· Speaks well of a lack of laziness.
b. 2 Th 3:10 - For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.
· Speaks negatively of being lazy.
c. 1 Th 5:14 - And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.
· We cannot just ignore laziness, but need to admonish it.
II. Descriptions and Problems with being a Lazy Follower of Allah.

A. Description of the Lazy Follower of Allah

1. The Lazy Muslim does not study and know the Quran
a. Instead they claim Islam is a religion of peace.

b. Indeed, the Quran does frown upon initiating violence.  However, consider:

· Men are in charge of women, because Allah hath made the one of them to excel the other, and because they spend of their property (for the support of women).  So good woemen are the obedient, guarding in secret that which Allah hat guarded.  As for those from whom ye fear rebellion, admonish them and banish them to beds apart, and scourge them.  Then if they obey you, seek not a way against them.  Lo!  Allah is ever High Exalted, Great – Surah 4:34
· Warfare is ordained for you, though it is hateful unto you, but it may happen that ye hate a thing which is good for you, and it may happen that ye love a thing which is bad for you… - Surah 2:216-217
· “If ye punish, then punish with the like of that wherewith you were afflicted” – Surah 16:126
· Sanction is given unto those who fight because they have been wronged; and Allah is indeed able to give them victory – Surah 22:39.
· Fight in the way of Allah against those who fight against you, but begin not hostilities.  Lo!  Allah loveth not aggressors.  And Slay them wherever you find them, and drive them out of the places whence they drove you out for persecution is worse than slaughter… Surah 2:190
c. Does this sound like a pacifist religion?  The Quran encourages and commands violence!

· Non-violent Muslims are either too lazy to know what the Quran says or too lazy to obey.

2. The Lazy Muslim is not Obedient
a. A faithful follower of Islam would be violent toward others.
b. Surah 9:29—Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of Truth, from among the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued.
3. 
The Lazy Muslim is silent

a. If Islam is a non-violent religion, where is the outcry of Muslims against Violence?
· It is Explosively loud in its silence.

· The Muslim is evidently so lazy they cannot even decry the violence of other Muslims.
· Muslims are often blowing themselves and others up.

b. Rather than sorrow over their actions, the Muslim world exhibits joy.

B. What is the Problem with being a Lazy Muslim?
1. A Muslim’s laziness to either know or obey their religion, results in falsely representing the evil of violence as good.

a. The teachings of the Quran are contradictory, dangerous, and violent.

· Isa 5:20 - Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
2. A Lazy Muslim’s example attracts followers.
a. This spiritually or physically threatens death to those individuals.
· Spiritually, if man does not know God, they will be lost in their sins.
· Joh 8:24 - I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins. 
· Physically - From the Sahih al-Bukhari, a Muslim Sacred Book - Allah's Apostle said, "The blood of a Muslim who confesses that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that I am His Apostle, cannot be shed except in three cases: In Qisas for murder, a married person who commits illegal sexual intercourse and the one who reverts from Islam (apostate) and leaves the Muslims."

· You have a death sentence if you try to leave Islam or are apostate.
· At least Mormons, Bapt, Lutherans, Catholics, Pentacostals, Methodists won’t try to kill you.
3. Laziness Muslims make Islam a Threat and facilitate its progression.
III. Description and Problems of Being a Lazy Follower of Jehovah

A. Description of the Lazy follower of Jehovah.
1. The Lazy Christian does not study and know the Bible
a. Many Christians hit middle age and have not even read the entire Bible.

b. They cannot teach a sound lesson.

c. They cannot answer basic questions of faith.

d. They endanger others when they try to teach, because it is full of falsehood and emotion.

e. If they were to sit and talk with a Muslim, they wouldn’t know what to do.

f. 2 Tim. 2:24 tells all Christians we should be “apt to teach”.
g. 2 Ti 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
h. (Heb. 5:12) – Laments those who still haven’t mastered the basics.

2. The Lazy Christian is not Obedient

a. Whether it is in the realm of attendance, encouragement, study, teaching, following the elders direction, backbiting, gossip or a host of other items, many Christians are simply not obedient.

· This is true in many places and with many of their members.

· It is true here and not only with a small part of the congregation.

· Repentance and action is needed.

· Things don’t have to be this way.

3. The Lazy Christian is silent

a. They often are silent about the error of their brothers.

· 2 Th 3:13-15 - But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing.  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed.  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
b. They are often silent about their own rejection of God’s commands.
· 2 Co 13:5 - Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
c. They are silent in sharing God’s Word with a lost and dying world.

· Rom 10:13-15 - For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
B. What is the Problem with being a lazy follower of Jehovah?
1. A Christian’s laziness to know or obey God, enables false accusations to stand against Christianity.
a. 1 Pe 3:15 - But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.
· Who will decide to believe in a God whose followers seem as if they don’t even care about His Words?
2. A Lazy Christians’s example attracts followers.
a. Isn’t more followers a good thing?  Not when you are not an example of Christ!
b. Paul tackles the issue of a man having an improper relationship with his Father’s wife in I Cor.
· He set a bad example and others failed to act and instead reviled in the sin.
· All Christians are responsible for the soundness of the body of the Church.
c. Enforcing the proper example starts at the top.  In many cases, the elders allow sin to take place so long in a congregation that it becomes the new norm.
· This is why congregations drop attendance so drastically from Sun. to Sun. night to Wed. and to classes such as the men’s class.
· This is a poor example, it is demoralizing to members and visitors, and sinful.
· It exists because admonishment and action wasn’t taken at the first by anyone
. Therefore, everyone began to accept the behavior as the norm.
· When you find congregations who have nearly perfect attendance you find a commitment to truth, a strong leadership, and a strong Church.
· When a congregation or individuals provide poor examples through laziness, new converts, existing members, other congregations, and folks looking from the community follow the same sinful patterns.  
· If following God isn’t important to us, that message will be clear to others.
3. Lazy Christians cannot refute Islam and their example facilitates its progression.
IV. How can the progression of Islam be stopped?
A. Truthfully evaluate yourself
1. What is the purpose of your life?
a. Are you focusing your energies primarily on that?
b. Are your observable behaviors bringing others down?
c. Ask your elders to evaluate where growth is needed in your life.
· See if their assessment is the same as yours.
· Elders be honest, though you may hurt feelings or someone may stomp off.
· Pro 15:5 - A fool despiseth his father's instruction: but he that regardeth reproof is prudent.
B. Discover God as He has directed.
1. Learn to Fear God.
a. Pro 9:10 - The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding. – This means crack open your Bible! Study!
2. Learn to Love God
a. I Jn 5:2 - By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. – How can you keep the commandments if you don’t know them?
C. Express Love the way God Defines it.
1. Spreading the message is a vertical relationship.
a. God chose the foolishness of preaching to bring salvation, not Jihad – (I Cor. 1:21)
b. We share that message first and foremost because we Love God and he commands it.
2. Spreading the message has horizontal benefits.
a. (I Jn. 5:2) told us we show our love for man when we love God.
· You cannot do this effectively if you are not committed
· You cannot do this if you are not prepared
· You cannot do this if you have no direction
· You won’t do this if you don’t have love by Discovering God.
D. Sound the trumpet

1. Too many congregations have lazy worshippers.  
a. This is why we cannot preach this sermon at night or Wed.
· We are not talking about those who are unable to attend due to work, age, or illness.
2. Congregations need to get their act together and do it quick.  
a. We have a world that needs to hear the sound of the trumpet.
b. When we are prepared to teach the truth and live it, we will convert Muslims.
E. Get out of the way if you are not committed so we know where you stand
1. Moses had the faithful and unfaithful separate
a. Ex 32:26 - then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, "Who is on the LORD's side? Come to me." And all the sons of Levi gathered around him.
2. We cannot stand in unity with lazy brothers and sisters - 2 Th 3:6 - Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us.
3. If you cannot engage in the steps mentioned, don’t pretend anymore.
a. Rev 3:15-16 - "'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.
F. How does do these steps stop the progression of Islam?
1. It exposes them to truth – the True Church.
2. It crushes falsehood – that surrounding the Church and that of the Quran.
3. It promotes love and peace – There is no Jihad or beatings only the realization of a great Savior.
V. What becomes of Lazy Worshippers?

A. Whether a Lazy follower of Allah or a Lazy follower of Jehovah the Result is the same.
1. Rom 2:6-11 – [God] will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:  For there is no respect of persons with God.
VI. Closing - Mat 20:6 - And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.' – All man has been called to Work – Will you join in or stand idly by?
God desires that all men everywhere, Lazy Muslim, Lazy Christian, repent and come to Him.
