a. Know Yourself – Luke 16:13        _______ (Ohio Picture)
I. Objective:  Determine whether or not we are ready to be committed to Jesus.
· Introduction – John 4 - Series
Ex. Newly Wed Game – How Well Do You Know Your Spouse? And Self?

Proverbs 14:8 -“the wisdom of the prudent is to give careful thought to their ways”.

1 Corinthians 11:28 - “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup”.

· 2 Corinthians 13:5 - “Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.”

· Galatians 6:4 - “Each one should test his own actions”.
II. Self Examination is a Biblical Mandate

· Who Do You Think You Are?  What is your identity?

III. Where are you going? How are you getting there? French Chef! Living this?  Identified by this?

· What are you doing to achieve that state?

· Living it?  Would someone identify you as a French Chef?

IV. What is your Purpose in Life? (Glorify God with Good Service)

1. I want Christianity for you - Is Christianity what you want? Is it Worthwhile?

· Is this what you want to do?  (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines) – Did join for Boot Camp?

· Gideons’s 22,000 of Gideon’s men returned – Midianites – Judges 7:3
1. For Christians – Do you remember the JOY of why you became a Christian?

V. Have you forgotten your joy and direction?  I did.

· Imagine a movie camera on just you, seeing all your actions.  Theme?
A. Who do you want to be?  A christian or Non-Christian?  Your Decision!

· You can be one or the other -You can’t be both! – Matt. 6:24
2. You can pretend – But you can’t be both. Ex. Pig can wear a wig – Not a girl ya want to date.
· Who are you? Christianity in your own hands?  Denial – Strong enough without God?

VI. Know Strengths – Don’t think these can carry you through. Mt. 5:3 – “poor in Spirit”

VII. Know Weaknesses – Don’t think you can’t overcome.

Determining Direction from Sermon on mount.

·  Matthew 6:33 – But SEEK YE FIRST the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; 
3. A Principle (Basic Truth)--Seek

4. Seeking is personal. Parable of woman’s lost coin. Luke 15:8, 9 
5. Prepare to seek. Ezra 7:10 "For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the LORD..."
6. Right attitude toward seeking. Deuteronomy 4:29 "But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul."  
· Seeking cannot be on our terms.  Ex. Playing soldiers with Sterling.
7. Results of seeking Matthew 7:7-11 
A. A People—Ye – (God wants seeking people!)
· Context, people worrying first about own needs before God. Matthew 6:25-31
· Jesus means, Me/YOU!… We’ve been worrying about needs!… Jesus wants YOU to seek first!

· This is because we have a personal relationship with God. 2 Corinthians 5:10 - "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." - Us in front of Him!
1. God wants to personally possess you. 1 Peter 2:9 " But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:" … Do you make him a proud parent?
· He wants you personally to partake of the divine nature. 2 Peter 1:3, 4 "… hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, …that ye might be partakers of the divine nature."
· You have been invited to a Party!  Are you too busy to go?

2. He wants you personally to be a partaker of his holiness.   Hebrews 12:9-10
· So God says, "You seek me first."

· But we must personally and individually make that decision.

C. A Priority--FIRST

1. First means FIRST.

· Above jobs. Luke 18:22 "sell all that thou hast… come, follow me." Rich Man - Grieved
a. Above friends and Family. Luke 14:26 "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."

2. God has always demanded that he come FIRST.

a. Genesis – Because Adam and Eve did not put God first, mankind was punished.

· Exo 20:3  - Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
· Prov. 3:9 -  Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
b. Mat 22:37 – (Jesus) And he said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first commandment.
3. We must put first things FIRST.

a. How do I put first things first?

b. Rocks in jar illustration.  If you put little things first, you never get big rocks in. Important things must go first.  Little meaningless things can fill in gaps.  Otherwise big things never get done.

c. How did Jesus do it? Constantly be saying, "Not my will, but thine be done."
· Our will is the sand, God’s will is the Rock.

4. It means we must not compromise FIRST things.
· This is the most difficult part. - Satan wants to distract us.
· Ex. Fresh Fish for Sale Today – Accept Will and Stand on the Promises.
b. Adam and Even compromised. - Beautiful, Good for Food, Good to make one Wise.

c. King Saul compromised – (worried about people scattering) – Amalekites.

d. Solomon Compromised – Women and worshipped idols.

e. Judas compromised. – Money
f. We cannot compromise. 1 John 2:15-17
g. Friend of the world is enemy of God. James 4:4 "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."
D. The Context of Mt. 6:33 is people worrying first about own needs before God. (v.19)

· Question: If we SEEK YE FIRST, how shall we provide for ourselves?

Answer: Jesus says to worry about these things is profitless.

· Real priority is not our food, clothing, shelter, emotions, or insecurities.

· Real priority should be “Seek Ye First God's kingdom and God's righteousness.”
· Are you ready to do so?  Do you know yourself?  Is this a step you are prepared to take?  Can you afford not to take this step?
Consider Your Handouts
Knowing the Truth… It shall set you free!  -- Mt. 6:33 – Set the Pattern.  Do we fit the pattern?
A. Following through on the Pattern – Breaking Denial.
A. Holding to God's commands FIRST -always? Church at Ephesus –“Do the deeds you did at first”
1.  God commanded: 

· No – murder, stealing, adultry, fornication, lying, jealousy, greed, given to excessive behavior, foul language, Pride, laziness.  

B. Yes - Baptized, Assemble, Sing, Pray, Lord’s Supper, Give, Encourage one another, Raise Children up right, modest, kind, Help Needy, seek the lost, teach the lost, have minds dwelling on praise worthy things, Dedicated to Good Works, Endurance, Love, forgiveness!  Rudy: (Trying to get into Notre Dame) Am I doing all I can do?      Do you know yourself?
C. Turn yourself over to God  - Alcoholics, Drug Addiction, Addicted to self.

· Only sensible thing to do is to turn it life over to the Lord and ask him to use it.

· Col 3:17  - And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
· That means by his strength and by his power. NOT JUST IN CHURCH!
B. “Present your bodies a living sacrifice" - Romans 12:1

There are two things that are necessary to make that happen:

1. "stop being conformed to the world," (Romans 12:2a). 

· Stop acting like everyone else around you. 

· That does not mean making up a list of ten no-no's to quit doing. 

D. It is a note to start doing some things that they don't do at all – helping the poor, visiting those shut in, teaching the young, showing kindness to those who are ungrateful and selfish. We are Called to do these.
2. "be transformed by having your mind renewed," (Romans 12:2b). 

· From Verse 3 - Chapter 12, Paul is talking about what it means having your thinking changed.  

· The place to start is with yourself. That is always where God starts. He never wants to change others until he has changed you. Jesus said, "First remove the beam that is in your own eye, then you will see clearly how to help your brother remove the little sliver that is in his eye," (Matthew 7:3-5). 

· The order of this is so important!  Start with yourself first!

C. Think about yourself first!

· Many people get the idea that the Christian life consists of never thinking about yourself.

· Because we know we are to reach out to others, we think that there is never any place for thinking about ourselves. That is wrong. 

· Some Christians have abused this to such a degree that all they think about is themselves. 

· 2 Corinthians 13:5 - Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves. Or know ye not as to your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you?
Is Christianity Worthwhile?  For those who are walking the line or don’t know…
5 Reasons to Decide to put Christ 1st in Your Life
A. If we willingly sin, we won’t see God.
· Sin separates man from God. Isa. 59:1, 2. 

· Rom. 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
We can get rid of our sin.
· God sent his son to save you. 

· Jn. 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
We can take advantage of that deal immediately!
· Jesus invites us to Him. 

· Matt. 11:28-30 – “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
NOW is the accepted time. 

· 2 Cor. 6:2 – “for he saith, At an acceptable time I hearkened unto thee, And in a day of salvation did I succor thee: behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”
Life is uncertain.
Life is uncertain: Hell is certain, heaven is certain.  Us? Here today, gone tomorrow.
· I Pet. 1:24 – “For, All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth:”
Punishment awaits us if we don’t have Christ
· Heb. 10:26-27 - For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which shall devour the adversaries. 

· These All Result in Joy!
VIII. Closing

IX. Ex. There are no bench players on Christ’s team.
Song – You Never Mentioned Him to Me.
